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Y omHOro H3 penakKTOPOB M34aTeJbCTBa «DJbbpyc» OHJ BepHHi Cro-
co6 H36aBUTbCA OT COMHEHH{I OTHOCHTEJbHO KAaKoOii-1HO60 pPYKONHCH: €CJH
OH He 3HAJ HaBepHSKa HM31aBaTb ee HJH «pe3aTb», OH OTAaBaJ DPYKOIHChb
Ha 3akphiToe pelieH3HpoBaHHe. Yacto MHe.. BoT Tak oaHaxabl nomajH Ko
MHe pacckasbl BhinyckHHKa JlutuHctutyta Hocuda Muruposa. 1 B3sica
332 YyTeHHe C HaMepeHHEM HCIMOJIHUTb CBOIO HebJlaroJapHyl0 MHCCHIO, HO uYeM
6oJiblle 1 BUHTHIBAJCA B pacckadbl MurupoBa, TeM OoJblle y6exxnaJjca B
TOM, 4YTO Ha 3TOT pa3 MHe B PyKH MOMAJH BeLlH COBepIIEHHO He3aypsiiHbIE.

Tak s MO3HAKOMHJICS C 3THM HHTEPeCHbIM [HcaTreJseM, MepBbBIM Mpo-
(dheccHOHA/NbHBIM  JIHTEPAaTOPOM H3 HEMHOTOYHCJIEHHOI TOPCKO-eBPEeHCKOM
_IMacnopel, Kotopas He oAHO cToJetHe xHBeT B KabGapauno-bankapuu.
KoHeuHOo e, omnpeneseHHe MNepBbIH yXe MpeanoJaraer YBaXHTeJbHOE OT-
HOoUleHHe K yeJoBeKy, HOO NepBOMYy Bcerga TpyAHee, Aa U ObITb NepBbIM
noyerHee. Ho 3pech TOT cayuwail, Koria mnucateab 3acJyXHBaeT CaMoro
60JbIIOro MOYTEHHS HE3aBHCHMO OT 3TOrO.

Y BoT u31aTenbckui HeHTp «3ab-Pa» rotoBHT K BhimycKy Kuury Hocu-
ta MurupoBa «HcuepnaHHblii yesoBeK», KyJda BOUIIH poMaHbl «Bek oTKpo-
BeHUsI» U «McuepnaHHbIil yesoBeK».

Hocudp MurupoB obaanaetr cBoeoOpa3HbIM XYAOXKECTBEHHbIM BHIEHHEM.
Ero maHepa nucbMa OpHTrHHa/JbH4, HO HHKAaK He paaH CaMOH OpPHIHHAJb-
HOCTH, @ B CHJIY OCOOEHHOCTH MHPOBOCHPHATHA. YTBepXKIalT, UYTO Iepe-
JIOMHBIE MepHOAbl B XH3HH O0OlIecTBa XapaKrepH3ylTCS MOLIHBIMH BCILIeC-
KaMH  IICeBJOHMCKYCCTBA BO MHOXeCcTBe pa3HOBHAHOCTeil. TeM oTpaiHee,
YTO B Hallle BpeMsl NOSBJSIOTCS HOBBIe aBTOpPbI, BepHble BEYHBIM 3aKOHAaM
JIHTepaTypbl KaK BBICOKOTO HCKYCCTBAa CJIOBA.

['epou MwurupoBa — JI0TH TOrO MHpa, Ha KOTOpPHIT ecau obpaiagaoch
BHHMaHHe HallHX MNHcaTeseil, TO pa3Be UTO B MNOHCKAX 3aKPYHeHHOro 1e-
TEeKTIIBHOTO CHOXKeTa. JDTO Te, KOro MPHHATO C HENPHKPBITHIM OTTEHKOM
npe3peHHsi HMeHoBaTb MeulaHaMH. Ho mnucartenss HHTepecylOT He KpPHMH-
HaJibHble HCTOPDHH H He MpecJOoBYTash «COllpeajIHCTHUeCKas HAaeiiHast 3BOJIO-
UHs, a JylUeBHble MepeXHBaHHS, HCKaHHA OGBIYHBIX JIHOAEil».

Uto He pgaer mokos [IBYyWIHHKY H3 poMaHa «Bek OTKpoBeHHS» H IO-
YyeMy npecjelyeMblii HM H yHHuTOXaeMunit Borazan cuacriuBee ero? OtBer
Ha 3TOT BONPOC H NPOCTOiH, H B TO Ke BpeMsI HEHMMOBEPHO CJOXHBIf, HOO
HCUepNbIBAIOLIEr0 OTBeTa MH HEe HaigeM. DorgaH, uenoBeK H3 cpeibl TeX,
KOro Mbl MPHBBIKJIH CUHTATb XanyraMd (OH mo npodeccHH MSICHHK — O1HO
3TO 4ero CTOHMT!), HajgeJeH OT NPHPOABH YHCTOH Aywoi. MaJjo Toro, OH
B 3TOH CYMAaTOLIHOH XXH3HH CpedH BceX HeH30eXHBIX B ero Kpyry obma-
HOB M H3MeH CyMeJl COXPaHHTb CBOI0O 0JIarOPOAHYIO NylLly, HEeNpHTsS3aTelb-
HOCTb H YHCTOTY. MIHBIMH cJIOBaMH, HMEHHO TO, YTO JaBHHIM-IaBHO pa3Me-
HAJI THCSYH pa3 yeJoBek no HMeHH JIBymHmK. M Hukorma no6GexuTedio
IBYIIHHKY yXe He BO3BBICHTbCSI AYXOM A0 NMOGEXAEHHOrO HM H YHHUTOXEH-
HOro, HO NPH 3TOM OCTaBUIEroCs CO CBO€H ILeJbHOH AYyIIEeBHOH KpPacoTOil.

Hasi repoes MurupoBa XxapakTepHH AyXoBHHe HcKaHHs. Ho onm mpe-
NOJHOCATCA HE B BHIAE IMCeBAOrJay6OKOMBICAEHHHX (HIOCOPCKHX HCTHH.
CyXeHHS O XH3HH, O ee CYTH, O YeJOBeKe DOXKAAIOTCA HCIOLBOJb, OHH
COCEJCTBYIOT C OOGHYHBIMH JKHTEHCKHMH IlepecylaMH, 4eM [JOCTHIaeTCs HX
HenojJaeJbHasl XXH3HeHHas rayGHHA.

Ilpu 3TOM BaXKHO OTMETHTb, YTO A0 OTAEJbHHX, HO MH3HEHHO BaXK-
HHX OGOOLIeHHH NOAHUMAIOTCH (ec/H TaK MOXHO CKa3aTh) H Te, K KOMY
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aBTOpP CTpeMHTCs NpoOyIHTb HallH CHMNAaTHH, H Te, KOMY B 3THX CHM-
naTHaxX J10JKHO ObITb OTKasano. BceTpeualoTcss W BCTyNalT B KOHTAKT He
NpocTO J1101H, a MHPOBO33peHHsi, uesabie Mupbl. He Bcerpa onu umeior
BbIPAsKeHHbIl 3HAK «Mal0c» HIH «MHHYc». Hepeako uesoBek cuntaer cebs,
CBOii 06pa3 JKH3HH, CBOe COOGCTBEHHOe NOHHMaHHe NPaBHJIBHBIMH, W 3TO
ypaBHOBeLIHBAaeT ero OTHOLIeHHs ¢ MHpoM. [lpyroii Bce e mojaco3Hatellb-
HO MNOHHMaeT COOCTBEHHYIO HeNpaBelHOCTb, TATOTHTCA 3THM, HO He MO-
eT HMYero noJenaTb cO CBoeli NpHpPoAoil. DTo NpobyxKiaaeT B HeM 3JI0-
6y, HenpusitHe. Ero ono/eBaeT keJaHHe BHAETb B AYyIIaX APYrHX TO Ke
OTHoOlleHHe, 4To H B HeM camoM. CTaJKHBAIOTCA pa3Hble MHPHI, H, €CJH
OHH OKa3blBalOTCS YYXIBIMH Opyr Apyry, 3J06e CTaHOBHTCA TE€CHO ps-
A0M ¢ 106poM. 3J0 o6e3ymeBaeT OT HeHaBHCTH K uHctoTe Aywu. Ho
JApaMma 3akJiyaeTcs B TOM, YTO pacnpaBa ¢ A06poM He NPHHOCHT ycCHo-
KoeHus... Kak He NMPHHOCHT 03/06J1eHHss B AywYy J1006poro yeJsoBeka.

ToBops 06 3TOM poOMaHe, He MOrY CKpPHITb TOro, 4TO YHMTas pYKO-
MHCb, C KaX[ofi cTpaHuueii s Bce GoJblle YIHBJAJCS TOMY, KaK aBTOp
yrajaaJ Hall CerofHsIUHHA JeHb: M TaHKH, BbexaBllHe B ropol, H oGe-
3yMeBlUHe OT 3J06b Toanel, B3stHe [oma IlpaBHTenbcTBa, H HalHOHaJb-
Has po3Hb, KOTOPOi NpPOMHTAHO Halle BpeMsi — BCeé 3TO aBTOP KaK Ol
npeaBuiae] M TNpeaynpexnaan. A Belb POMaH HamHcaH NATb JeT Hasal.
1 6 ero Tak M Ha3BaJ: pOMaH-MpeaynpexieHHe, POMaH-MoJb6a.

K coxaJsieHHlo, nocJjie MHOrHX OJyXIaHHH NO MOCKOBCKHM H3JaTeJb-
CTBaM pOMaH TakK M He GHJ onyGJHKOBaH B cToJule. OTKa3 MOTHBHPOBAJH
OJHHM H TeM Xe: «..TaKHX CcOOHITHii B Hallled CTpaHe INPOHU3ONTH He
MOXeT>.

K coxanenunio, npousowau. He 6yneM HaWBHHMH, HO Bce Xe 3aja-
JHUMCSI BOTIPOCOM: MOXKeT ObiTb, M XXH3Hb Halla Obl1a HHOMH, ecau Obl pas-
HOTO YPOBHS BJACTH HMMYlLlHe TNPHCJYLIHBAJIUCh K T0JOCAM XYI0XHHKOB.

[MpaBaa, HYXHO cJIeJaTb OroBOPKY, poMaH Onla 0106peH TIJaBHBIM
penaktopoM xypHaaa «Jlpyx6a HapomoB» C. BapysaunmM. Y, Buaumo,
TOJBKO CMepPTb €ro nomMellaja NyG6JHKalHH: NOMeHsJach KOMaHaa peaak-
LIMHM, H DYKOMHCh BHOBb OKa3aJacb «3a GOPTOM>.

Y KHHr ToXe cBOM cyabGH... Ho, Bnpouem, poman «Bek oTKpoBeuus»
aKTyaJleH H CerolHsi.

Poman «HcuepnanHulii uenoBeK» ¢Hua0ocopHYeH C caMoOro Ha3BaHHS.
Ho, kaxercs, Myiaphle paccyXAeHHs O XH3HH, O CyTH OBITHS, O MecTe
yeJOBeKa B 3TOM OTPOMHOM H HepelKO CTPallHOM MHpe, 06 H3BeYHOH
6opbbe n06pa M 3Ja B 3TOM pOMaHe elle TecHee MNepenyeTalTcss C OObI-
JEHHOH XH3HbIO 3aypsilHHX, OObIUHBIX Jiofeill. Jlioned, koToprle He OuJe-
I1yT SIPKOCTbIO CBOEro JapoBaHHs, He ONpenesslOT XOAa HCTOPHH, He XBa-
TalT ¢ Heba 3Be3l, HO B TO Xe BpPeMsl COCTaBJSAIT OCHOBY TOIl TpPOMaaHOH
AHBOIT H XaOTHYHO MBICJSALLEH MacCh, KOTOPYIO HMEHYIOT 4eJIOBeYeCTBOM.

IanaBHbill repoit Mue (cokpallleHHOe OT COYETAHHSI  «HCUYepNaHHBIA
yeJIOBEK») JIMYHOCTb M He3aypsilHas, H BO MHOroM npoTHBopeuHBas. [Ipu-
poia co3jaJja ero ypoiueM, HO, Kak Obl CIOXBATHBIUHCh, OJapHJIA NMPaKTH-
yeCKHM YMOM H 6saropoiHoii aywofi. MaseHbkH#, npe3upaeMblii Ge3ayui-
HbIMH [IpeyCleBalOIUMH JIIOJbMH, POXIEHHbII B TIOpbMe OT 6e3BEeCTHBIX
poaHTesell H BBIPOCIIHA B CHPOTCKHX 1OMaxX, OH >XHBET B CBOEM MHpe CO
CBOMMH COOCTBEHHBIMH H3MepeHHsIMH. TaM JeACTBYIOT He Te HJH He COB-
ceM Te OSpluHble HOPMH MOBeNEeHHs,, KOTOphle BHEAPSAIOTCSA B Hallle CO3Ha-
HHe O(QHUHAJbHBIMH rOCYJapCTBEHHHIMH OPraHaMH.

Y Hue cBoii cOGCTBEHHBIi KOJEKC 4YeCTH, CBOH IpeACTaBJEHHS H
06 yroJoBHOM KojeKkce. TsiXenass XH3Hb HayyHsJa ero CBOMM HOpMaM H
npaBUJaM, H OHH, OKa3bBalOTCsi, OHIBAIOT NOAYAacC HPAaBCTBEHHee, YeM Te,
MO KOTOPHIM OGHILHAJbHO XHBeT (HJH CYHTaeTCs, UTO XKHBeT) Hame 06-
111eCTBO.
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Biuinvo, 1€J0 B TOM, 4TO BCfiKHe OSUleNnpHuUATbe, a TeM 6oJee MocTy-
JHPOBAKHBIC KeM-TO CBbIIIC HOPMBl He B COCTOSIHHH OBITb YHHBEpCAaJIbHO
CnpaBeIAMBBIMH AJs1 BCeX JJeii H BO BCeX cJydasix. boJee Ttoro, rpeds
B2€X NO1 «01HYy rpebeHKy», OHH KOBEPKAlOT JKH3HH MHOTHX TeX, KTO He
noinajgaer nojl CTanaiapT, Kak JapeBHerpeueckuil [IpokpycT o6pyban o1HHX
i paspbiBaJ CBSI3KH, NbBITasiCb BHITAHYTb A0 H30paHHB'X HM pa3MepoB, Yy
apyrux. HMdye mpectynaet KaHOHBI 3TOrO NPOKPYCTOBA JIOXKa, OH 1aXe CO-
BepluaeT TsAXKKoe npectynyedde. Ho korda oH, Haxonasichb B Jlarepe, co3ia-
eT CIeKTaKJb N0 MOTHBaM TMepeXXHUTOro, COBCeM He CJyYaiHO, aaxe BH-
JdBUIME BHAbl 33KH YHCTOCEpPAEYHO PYKONJeWYT eMy, NPHTOM C OCOOHM
ycepaHeM B cClieHe cyJda, Korja repoii NMPOH3HOCHT TMoOCJelHee CJOBO.

Y HekoTopbiXx 3Ta cleHa jJaxe BuwHGaer cJaedy. Ho 310 He T2
CeHTHMeHTaJ/bHas cJe3a, Ha KOTOPYI0, KaK TrOBOPSAT, He CKYyNbl Jaxe 3a-
KOpeHeJsible TPEeCTYNHHKH. DTO TNepeXXHBaHHe 2a COGCTBEHHBIE HCKOPEXKEeH-
nble cyab6bl. MoXer ObITb, BCero OJHH 3MH30] MOXET I0Ka3aTbCH YyTh-
UyTh HAaTAHYTBIM: Korjaa Oerablii npecTynHHK Buranuit npucrpeauBaer
cBoero «kopewa» Hosapio BMecto TOro, uro6ml ¢ obulero corJacHs Mos-
BOJHTb TOMY NpHKOHYHTb Hue. Ho M 3mech Heab3s oTkasaTh aBTOpy B
TOM, YTO JaHHasA CHTyauHsi rJay60KO MOTHBHPOBAHA: B uYeJiOB€Ke B I0-
CJMeHHil MOMEHT Bce-TakH noGexJaer Ao6po. Bo3MoxHo mo3tToMy aBTop,
nepenaBasi OLLYLIEHHsSI CBOEro reposi, BOo3Bpalllaloulerocsi B Jarepb, OTKY-
la OH paHee GeXaJ M rje ero HeCOMHEHHO OXHIAIOT HENPHATHOCTH, O-
EOpHUT, uTo HMue omyman ce6s cyacTauBbiM. XOTA B 3TOM OlIYIlaeTcsl He-
KOTOpasi ropbKasi HPOHHS.

Ecan ckasatb, 4To Bce onHcanHOoe B poMaHe SIBAsSieTCS XYIO0XKeCTBEH-
HbIM OTpaXXeHHeM [eHCTBHTEJbHOCTH, O3HayaeT H XH3Hb OGEIHHTb, H pO-
MaH ToJKoBaThb oAHocTopoHHe. Ho Bce ke ectb B clioxere «Hcuepnah-
HOro uYeJsIoBeKa», B CJOXHHIX IepelnJieTeHHAX cyneb, Ka3ajaocb G6H, ClOp-
PeaJIHCTHYECKHX 3MH30JaX CO BCeM BMeCTe€ Haroe, YTO HEBOJIbHO BLI3HIBAeT
aCCOLHAUHH C HAalUHM HEYCTPOEHHHM, I0AYaC A0 33KOBCKH HELMBHJIH30BaH-
HBIM JKHTbeM-OhITbeM.

OTtBeuass Ha Bompoc, BepuT JH oH B bBora, Hue roBopHr, uto bor
OblJ, HO OH yMep, KaK 3epHO B 3eMJe, 9TOGH M3 HEero Npopoc Ham MHp.
Bor ymep, Ho namate o Bore u ectb Bor. Buaumo, uactuma storo Bora
BMECTe C NPHPOAOH BcessieTCss M B TakHX, KaK caM Hue. «Bor ymep, Ho
naMsitb 0 Bore n ects Bor». IIpusnaioch, MeHst mopasusa sra MHCJIb, Benb
5TO HOBHIH (HIOCO(CKHII NOPTPeT Hallero BpeMeHH. 34echb MH, KaK Ha
JaloHH, H oTciona Hawa Ceo6oma uan HecBo6oaa. Poman, BoO6LLEM-TO,
06 3TOM M HanHcaH (BCMOMHHM, YTO IJaBHHii repoii Mue poxaeH B TIOpb-
Me). Ho Bonpoc CBoGoanl 3mech AaH Yepe3 «caMmulil IJIaBHHI ¢uaocodckui
BOTIPOC»: «CTOMT JIH XH3Hb, YTOG NMPOXKHTb €e, HJH He CTOHT», KOTOPHI{i, B
CBOIO ouepelb, NOAAH H OCBellleH NO-HOBOMY H HEOXHIAaHHO.

Brnpouem, untatens, ecain om He 6ymeT npocTo npoberatb N0 OCTPOMY
CIOXKeTy (a OH AepXHT B HanpsKeHHH [0 MNOCJeAHel CTPaHHUH), 6yaeT
MMETb BO3MOXHOCTb H MNOJYYHTb MOAJHHHOE YAOBOJBLCTBHE OT HCKYCCTBA,
C KOTOpbIM HaNHCaH pOMaH, H, COBEPIUEHHO He Hampsras 3ps CBOH pa3yM,
TIOPa3MBICTIATL O MHOTOM, 4YTO, GHITb MOXeT, KOIZa-TO H CaMOr0 TPeBOXH-
710, HO 10 CHX mOp He ocdopMHJOCH B npobaeMy. M uTo He MeHee BaXHo,
06a poMaHa HamHCAaHBl TaKHM O6Da3HBLIM SI3HKOM, UTO yXe OT Hero yHTa-
TeJb NOJYYHT HCTHHHOE HacJaXKIeHHe.

M emwe. MHOro TanaHTIHBHIX HMeH AaJ eBpelicKHii Hapox. Bepum, uto
B 3TOM KpacuBoM psiay HMocud Murupos 3aiiMeT cBoe H0CTONHOE MeCTO.

Anam TyTtoB,
JAOKTOP (DHJIOJIOTHUECKHX HAYK



NCUEPIIAHHBI!T UEJIOREK

Poman

Hopoeod Hune nocsauwaio
Qacrte nepsas

OBbPYDbDbIII

]

Pacnanocs sero. OrpoMHO# Meays3ofi pacTekjJoch He6O H
XOJIONHOH MJIOTBIO TacHT oceHHee cosHle. Ocnabllee, OHO yxe
AOCTYNMHO B3IJsAY, €ro 4YyTb AbIMALIHA AHCK, OTYYXKIAEHHO
CBEPDHYBLIHCb, Ka)XeTCsl OTpelleHHbIM OT KH3HH, JIOJed H
'3BephS.

Pacmanoce enuHctBo Mmupa. Bce oauMHOKO, uyXa0 Apyr
JIpyry, CJOBHO B 3aGpOLIEHHO!i KOMHaTe Hacrnex pas36pocaHbl
caAyyaiHble npeaMeThl. M1 Bcsi KOMHaTta MeaJeHHO XOIHT H3
'CTOPOHBI B CTOpDOHY, KaK MNOABEUIEHHBIH Ha BeTPY CTaphbiif
'CTEKJITHHbIH (OHAPD.

MOHOTOHHBII H MpPOTAXKHBIA 3BYK NJLIBET MO KOMHAaTe, CO
BpeMeHeM cJiabeeT, HO BO3HHKAsi BHOBb, TSHETCS OTUYETJHBO H
‘TOCKJIHBO...

B 3T nHH pasbeaMHEHHON MpPHPOAB 1B BAPYT C GOJbLIe
TledaJiplo OCO3Haelllb, YTO BeAb OblJ0 ENHHCTBO, HO BOT pac-
naJjoch, H ynyuleHa B HEM HENOBTOPHUMOCTb TBOEH JKH3HH.

W B 3TH Xe nmpolwlasbHble IHH C NPOGYKIEHHBIM cepauem,
KaK HHKOrAa, ¢ 6OJIbI0 Thl MOHHMaellb, YTO, MOXET, He TakK
JIIOGHJ H He OblJ1 JIOGHM, He TO HCKaJ M JIerKo OTPeKaJscsi OT
UCTHHHOTO.

Pacnaara.

2

Knura He msa. MyxH4ok B IIYyTOBCKOM KOJIMTaKe, 4UTAas
HanmHCaHHOe, ycMexaJcs: «Jla-a, ...nmpowaJbHble... pa3beHHEH-
HoH... Kakoil xoal» .
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OH HepBHHYAJ, HAaCTHraJa BO BCex yrJax, st yberasa OT Hero
H TOXOAHJ Ha ABOPHATY, 3a6pOLIEHHYIO B JIaOHPHHT.

Boixog HampaliuBaJjcs cam COOOH — MHJI s HECKOJbKO
JIHeH.

Ho »xau y Mopsl mOroasl.

OueBHIHbIM CTAHOBHJIOCH Jpyroe: HJH, 3aKPbIBIUIUCH Ha
KyXHe, MYCTHTb ra3, HJH e Bblle3aTh H3 <«LITOMOPa».

Ho Ha HeGecaX KHHIH MHcaTb He3aueM, H s cTaJjJ A06po-
COBECTHO «3aB3blBaTh», C TOCKOH TOTIJAsAblBasg B CTOPOHY
CBOEro CToJia.

Kormna «wromopa» Kak 6yATO M He 6GbJI0O H CHOBa (Kak
nocJje BCSAUYECKHX «ILITOMOPOB») OYeHb XKAaJAHO XOTEJNOCh XKHTb,
B OJHY M3 HOYeH s MPOCHYJCS OT MFHOBEHHOTO CHa: H3 Mpaka
BBLIMJIBIJIO KpacHBoe 6JaropoiaHoe Jjuuo crapua. Ceno6oponblit,
C MbILIHOH LIEBEJIOPOH CTapHK YJBIOHYJCS MHe, HO B Ty Xe€
CEeKYHIy pacTBOPHJICA B TEMHOTE...

C pasHHYTBIMH TJla3aMH si JOJITO pasraabiBaJj ero yJbOKy,
CTapaTeJbHO CMblKaJ BeKH, HaJesCb, UTO CTapel Bce Xe Bep-
HeTCs H pacKpoeT IieJb CBOEro HeXXJIaHHOTO BH3HUTA.

Ho ceno6oponbiii, BUAHO, HE HMEJ BO3MOXXHOCTH Ha 1B&
nocellleHHsl MOApPSiA, Aa U NMOTOM, HaBepHOe, MHOroBaTo, 4Tob
TakHe JHua Teb6e M yJablOaJHCh, H TYT K€ PacTOJKOBbIBaJH
CBOIO YJIBIOKY. _

«3dT0 K m06py»,— HAanpoOCHJOCh HOYHOE 3aKJKUYeHHe, Ha
Aylule CTaJo XOPOLIO HeCMOTpsl Ha TO, YTO B 3TOM MHpe BCe
paBHO Bce K A006py.

Ha chnenyoumuii neHb, TOKPY>KHB Had CBOHM CTOJIOM, S
IBHHYJICSl B MyTb. PasymeeTcs, 51 lIeJq pPa3BesiTbCsl OT BCSKHUX
MbICJeil, XOTSl 4YesjoBeueK C Oy6eHUaMH elle CO BYepallHErce
IOHs1 HaBepHsKa 3HaJ: 9 UAY B Kade.

I cumen 3a crakaHom «O6eJsioi», rjaaseq TO B OKHO, TO Ha
HEeTPOHYTHIH CTaKaH, FOPASICh, UTO Y MEHsS HMEEeTCsl BOT TaKas
HeU30bIBHAS CHJIa BOJIM U 51 yXKe HeCKOJbKO MHHYT CIOKOHHO
CMOTPIO Ha BOIKY.

BrnonHe y6equBIIHCH, YTO S CHJBHBIH MYXKHK, S TO3BOJIHJ
cebe 3a 3TO BbIMUTh. [loAHAB cTakaH, s yBulea Ero.

OH cupen 3a coceJHUM CTOJOM. BoJblIerosoBuiii, ¢ KOpOT-
KHM, CJIOBHO OOpYOJieHHBIM TeJOM, H TaKHMH e KOPOTKHMH
HOraMH, KOTOpble KaK-TO JEeTCKH CBHCAJIH CO CTyJla He N0CTa-
Bas MO0 ToJia.

STO He OB KapJiHK, a H3 Te€X THIOB, POXKAEHHBIX OGBIKHO-
BEHHBbIMH JIIOAbMH, HO TOJYUYHBLIHX B HacjaeICTBO O060Jie3Hb
pocta. Ux He oueHb MHOro, H eCJH OHH B YEM-TO MOXOXKH,
TO OOJIbIUHMH, 4YyTh OAYTJOBATHIMH TOJIOBAMH, KOPOTKHM
TYJIOBHLIEM H KPHBBIMH HOTaMH.

OH esne 3aMeTHO yCMeXHYJICS, MPHUIJIaCHJ 3a CBOH CTOJ:



— He y3Hnan?

— Y3HaJl.

— TeMy naTb? — HEOXHJAHHO CIPOCHJ OH.

— Jla HeT,— mo6Jaarogapun si. — Ecau 6 Ha 3TO# 3eMJe
HHYero He HMeJOChb, ecJiH 6 OHa GOblJla roJiasi, KakK JbIChli yYe-
pen, HO Ha Hell pOCJO OJHO eIHHCTBEHHOE JepeBO, a Moj [ne-
peBOM CHIeJ 4YeJlOBEeK, U 3TOro xsaTtujo 0, 4To6 HaKaTaTh
MHJILOH KOMEIHUH.

— A 6e3 yesoBeka?

— Kakas X koMenus 6e3 yesOBeKa.

— MyT,— ycmexnynacsi oH. — KTo Urpbl He NMpHHHMaeT, a
He UTpaTh He MOXeT, TOT LIYT.
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Mbul BHILIH U3 Kade.

— A Beab MBI OYeHb MOXOXH,— paccMesiyICs OH.
— PasymMmeercs.

— Dpesryewrb 6biTh Ha MeHsi noxoxXuM? HaBepHsika, He
OYeHb NPHATHO TONATb PSAOM C TAKHM OOpYyObILIEM,— OH CIO-
KOHO NPOH3HeC «006pyOhILIEM>».

— 9§ He OpesrauBHiA. — J1 mMocMOTpes Ha HEro CBeEpXY.

— DBpesryewrs. Ho, Moxer 6biTh, U 51 66l GpesroBan. A
Thl noTepnd. Mbl Belb ¢ TO6GOH, MOXHO CKa3aTbh, 6paThs IO
KpoBH. — OH CHOBa paccmesics.

— A noueMy 6bl H HET,— B TOH eMy NMOAGPOCHJ 1.

— MoxHo 6bl H mo3HaKOMHUTbCs. YecTb HMero — Hue. —
HeykJoxe nepeBaJsiuBasicb C HOTH Ha HOTY, CJOBHO LIHPKOBOH
MelBelb HAa KOPOTKHX 3aJHHX JlamaX, OH MOJAOLIeJ K YepHOMY
TIOA CBOH POCT MaHEKEHY H HaBEeCHJ Ha ero TPSANHYHYIO LIEH
Tabanuky: «HMue. McuepnaHHBI 4esOBEK>.

— A 4TO, KHUXKY-TO Bellb TAK MOXHO H Ha3BaTh,— CJIOB-
HO 3a MeHs MOAMHcaJcsi o6py6hIll H AaJibllie HapacmneB MPOro-
BopuJ: — B 3a6pollleHHO KOMHaTe Hacnex pa3bpocaHbl CJy-
yaiHble npeaMeThl... «MecTa 3akJl0UeHHsI» — BOT KaK 3TO Ha-

3bBaeTcsd. — OH OGJOKOTHJICS O TOYHO CKONHPOBAHHBIA C HEro
MaHeKeH.

— HcuepnaHHbli YesIOBeK B MeCTax 3aKJIOYeHHs,— OH
TIPUATENbCKH NOAOPOCH] MHe ellle OAHMH BapHAHTHK H yCMeX-
HyJcs: — Kak 3akJloyeHue — Tak B 3akJ/woueHHne!... 3amu-
1H! — BeceJsio noxJonaJj no 4epHOMy TPSITHYHOMY KHBOTY Ma-
HEeKeHa W MOTOM BAPYr TOJIKHYJ ero. TOT, KayHyBLIHChH Ha
KODOTKHX HOrax, 3aBaJinJicsi Ha 3emJto. Mue ycTpouncs Ha ero
Oeipe, ONyCTHJI TIJa3a.

B Mup BmoJi3Jsia rHOMHAas1 THIUHHA.
3



Ho Bapyr cTyk mno crekay. Mbl orasHygauce. B yskom 3a-
pelieyeHHOM OKHe CTOsJ10 o6pocliee IMETHHOH JIHIO: NMapeHb
JeT TPHALATH C BOCMaJIeHHbHIMH TJa3aMH CMOTpesa H3-3a pe-
IeTOK, H KOMHaTa 3a €ero CNHHOH Kas3aJjacb YepHOH NacTblo
OTPOMHOTO XHUIHHKA.

[Tapenb crapaJicsi NPOTHCHYTb TOJIOBY MeX MXeJe3HbIX
npyTbeB, Tapa6aHHUJ/ MO CTEKJY H ThiKaJ MaJiblleM B OKHO.

MBIl MoAOLLIJIH.

— JlaliTe MHe CTeKJbILIKO,— rJyXO NPOHHKAJ Ha YJHLY
ero roJioc. — Jlafite CTeKJbIWKO, MOO6pHTbCA Obl Hamo. — Py-
Ka 3a pelleTKOH MNpollJach MO 3apocliel LIeKe.

HMue B ymop mnocMoTpes Ha MeHs, CJOBHO INPHCTaBHJ K
CTEeHKe.

M3-3a 31aHUs BbIKATHJa BepeHHUIlA KEHIIHH, OJeThiX B IO-
JypacCTerHyThle CHHHe XaJaThl. Brnepeau tomasa Myxenogo06-
Hasi ynuTaHHas 6aba B GeJsioM.

Kaxpaas U3 XKeHUIHH HecJa CHHee BeApO C HAANHCHIO H3
6enbix KOpsBbIX 6yKB: «Ilan. Ne 3».

[lenmasi B cepeauHe, rassHyB Ha HMue, ropao TkHyJa cebst
B YBECHUCTYIO TPYIb:

— $ mo6oBHuua npe3upeHta! — M JaHXo mnoBTOpHJA: —
[Ipe3uneHT MO# JIO6GCBHUK!

3aMblKaJsia 3Ty CHHIOIO pacTpenaHHYI0 BepeHHLY TOHKas
XeHIINHA C SIpKO HaKpaUleHHBIMH r'y6aMH, ¢ NpPOCebl0 B XKHI-
KHX BOJIOCAX.

[Ipoxoass noa OKHOM, rae HeOGpHTHIH NMapeHb BCe elle MPO-
CHJI CTeKJBILUIKO, HeoXXHAaHHO nowjaa Ha Hue.

['pOMKO cKpHMeso, NMOKAauyuBaJoOCh BAOJb €€ TOHKOH HOTH
00J1ynJIeHHOe CHHee Beapo.

OHa craJna 6JiM3KO, B MOJylllare OT CHAEBLIEro Ha MaHe-
KeHe oOpyOblllla, ¢ MHOrO3HAYUTEJbHOH YJBLIOKOH oOrJsaesa
IIYTOBCKOi KOJINAK HA ero roJioBe, B3rJsHyJa HA MeHd. [Ipu-
CTaJIbHble MPOHUKAIOLIHUe IJa3a.

U cHoBa B3rssig — BeicTpesa Ha Hue.

— ®egopoBHa! — 6acoM OKJHKHyJa ee XeHUIHHa B Oe-
JoM. — «denopoBHal» — MoOJI, 1aroM Mapul croaa.

SIpkHe ry6nl ®enopOBHHEI NO-NPeXHEMYy pacl/blBaJuCh B
MHOrO3HAa4YHTeJbHOH yJablOKe. OHa BApPYT cHsJa ¢ roJsioBhl Mue
KoJinak ¥ 3a60TJHBO Halena Ha MeHs1. [loanpaBuJsa. Bosunace,
CJIOBHO JeBOYKa C KYKJIOH.

O6py6mI pacxoxoraJcs.
— [baBos! — denopoBHa OTMaxHyJachb OT Hero, Kak OT
NPOKaXXEHHOro, U 3aclnelluya Bcjel 3a CBOHMH.

— CTeKJbIIKO noaaiTe,— JOHOCHJOCH H3 3apelieyeHHoro
OKHa.



I crosia, CJOBHO 3aCTOMOPEHHBbIH, 60sCh LIEBeJbHYTb [O-
JIOBOH: MNpH MaJieillleM ABHXXEHHH Ha MOeM KoJilakKe npena-
TeJIbCKH TMO3BAaHUBAJH KOJIOKOJIbILHI.

¢l cramua ero.

— UYTO0, He HPAaBUTCSI? — XMBIKHYJ 06pyObILL.

— He ouenbs.

— Iyt — npoMexXyTouHOe COCTOSIHHEe KaXAOH AYyLIH,—
paccrtaBus HMue,— npaBaa, ajs HEKOTOPBIX MOCTOSIHHOE.

— Thuol coxpelib cebsi. Cebs u cam!

— UYTOo-TO XK HOJMXKHO H MHe MNepenacTb... — YCMEXHYJICH
OH, HO uYepe3 MTrHOBeHbe TMOX0J0AeJ JHIOM. — YesoBeK H
CMeeTCsl MOTOMY, YTO B TOpJie y Hero CTOUT IJady...

4

IlanbHass Houb, KaK OAHHOKAasi Gorayka, oOcChinaB cebs
3Be3JaMH, PaCKHHYyJaCh HaJ MHPOM.

JIIOACKOH MypaBelHHK CTHXaJl.

[locsiennue 3BYKH, BCNOPXHYB, TacJqH HAaAd HHUM, CJOBHO
NTHIBl B YYTKOH U TEMHOH JIOBYLUKE.

JIMlIb HAa Tpacce, oberaBlleld MPUTHXIIHe NOMAa, HAAPBLIBHO
peBs U HAABHUraschb ObLICTPBIMHU ¢apaMH, U3pelKa MPOHOCHJHCH
3ano3jaaJjible aBTOMalluHbl.

HeoxHaaHHO MOSABJSAJUCHL U CKOPO TasJlH B HOYHOH MTIJIe,

Jlajieko 3a nmoJIHOYb Ha Tpacce NOsIBHJIAaCh OAHHOKAsl (HTry-
pa. [lepeBasuBasicb ¢ HOrH Ha HOTY, KaK UHPKOBOH MelBelb
Ha KOPOTKHX 3aAHHUX JianaX, CBepHyB K 0OOuYHHe, 3amepJa.

Hue BepHyICH.

C MHHYTY OH BIJIIABIBAJCS B HOYHYK TeMeHb. Y3HaBas
NPUTHXIIHE AOMAa, CMOTpeJ Ha HHX, KaK XO35IMH Ha CBOH CTa-
pblii, MOHEeBOJIe TTOKHHYTHIH ABOP.

Hue ycrano onyctuiacsa Ha 6opawop, OT GOJbLIOH TOJIOBHI
H KOPOTKOIO TYJIOBHILLA HAa TYCKJO OCBELUEHHOH Jopore BHITS-
HyJlaCch MPHUYYIJHUBAS TEHb.

OH cHIesn CCYTYJHUBIIHCh, OMYCTHB IJa3a K 3eMJle.

CKOJIbBKO 1OHel H Hoyell OH He Obla 3aech? [laxe ecau
MOCYHUTAThb rOlaMu, HacCKpebeTcst HemaJlo.

A 6blJI0 CJI0BHO Buepa.

...Mlue moctaBHJ Ha KOH rnocJefHHe AeHbrd. Crapblii Kap-
TEXHHK, KOTOPOr0 Ha3blBaJIM TOJBKO MO KJaHYKe JI}KOH, mon-
HsJ cTtaBky. Hue ocraBasoch HJIH COPOCHTb KapThl, HJH
BCKpbITb. OH BCKpBIJI.

JI>koH yBHAe] ero ABYX BaJieTOB, AXKOKepa H, HapOYHUTO
B3IOXHYB, BBIJIOKHJ TPEX KOPOJIEH.

HMue ¢ MHHYTYy cHIeJ CBECHBIUH TroJIOBY, TJSHYJ B YIop,
pacCTaBUJI:

— Mul ewwe coirpaem!
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[Ipo3Byuaso, Kak KJATBa: BCE PaBHO cCJoOMal Teb4...

...Torga emy TOJbKO-TOJbKO HabexaJso ceMHaauatb. CKoJb-
Ko e BpeMeHH mnpoJeteno! M rape ceiiuac [koH? )KuB Jau?
HMau urpaert yxe B «kHHOM» Ka3HHO?

«MBI elle coirpaem»...

HNue BepHyJca, HaBepHOe, 4yTO6 chirpath.. [Ho 31O yxXe mno-
1Ja Apyras napTusi, ¢ APyrdMH CTaBKaMH, KaptaMu, 6aHKaMH.

...Kak, HHTepecHo, cTapuK? A reHHaJbHbIH akTep? Kak oHu
BCe?

O6py6blll MOAHAJA ¢ 3eMJH JIBa MaJeHbKHX KaMH$, MO-
>KOHTJIHPOBAJ UMH OLHOH PYKOH.

BcnoMHHU/ICA OOHH H3 COBETOB aKTepa: «XOpPOLIHH HIPOK —
Henpeacka3yembld Hrpok». Ecau Plue u cmoxer celiuac yceub
KaKOro-HUOyab KapTOYHOr0 MascCipo, TO BO MHOrOM OH 00si3aH
aKTepy...

O6py6bill BbIGPOCHI KaMHH, moaHsJcs. Coiasi ¢ Tpacchl,
Hcye3 y nepBblX KpaiHHX JAOMOB.

HcXxonuB HeCKOJIBKO YJHll, CJOBHO HCIHB Pa3JjyKy, OH Ha-
MpaBHJICST K CBOeMY naBHeMy npHOexuuy — aomy Habu. Uue
3HaJ, 4TO KaJHTKy CTapHK HHKOrja He 3amnHpaJ, a [IBepb
A0Ma OTKpbIBaJacb INPOCTO: HYKHO OTTSHYTb €€, MPOCYHYTb
JJAIOHb B LIeJKY H MoAOUTb KprouoK. Korpa-to Mue 3THM noJb-
3oBaJicsi He pa3. Ho octasoch sin Bce mo-npexxHemy? A, moxer,
CTapHK MocTaBHJ cebe HOBHI AoM? Tem Jyuuie: 6yaer rae
MOCEJNHTbCA; XOTS H paHblle B MaJleHbKOM AOMHKe UMJbH s
Hero Bceraa HaxoJHJOCh MeCTO.

Bnepseie y crapuka Mue mosiBH/cs mocse cBoero ouepen-
HOro no6era M3 CreuMHTepHaTa AJs AeTeH-HHBaJua0B. UHTep-
HaT OoJiblle MOXOAHJ Ha KOJIOHHIO: JdeTeH OMJIH, caxaJu B
H200peTeHHble 31eCb OAHHOYKH, TPaBHJH MpenapaTaMy.

Manenbkasi ToppMa [y GpOLIEHHBIX JAeTef.

«HeTpynocnoco6Hbie» — 3HAYHJIHCh OHH B O(HIHAJbHBIX
Oymarax, XOTss MHOTHE M3 HHMX HHYeM He 6oJeaH. DTO GblIH
GecxosHble, HHKOMY He HYXHBI€ CyLIeCTBA, OT KOTOPHIX eCJH
H MOXHO ObIJIO KaK-TO OTMAXHYThCA HJH cAeJaTb BHI, YTO HX
He CYUleCTBYET, TO TOJIbKO YNpsiTaB B TaKHe Clel3aBedeHHUs.

HTo e 10 AMAarHo3a, TO KOMY TOJBKO HEJb3sl B 3TOM MHpe
HaBEeCHTb APJbIK. TOJBKO 6bl MPHKAa3aJlH.

B 3toT nHTepnar Mue monan u3 apyroro — Jloma peGeH-
Ka: cB0eoOpa3HOH NepBOil CTYNMeHH B JXKH3HH MaJjleHbKHX Cy-
11eCTB, 6POLIEHHBIX POAUTENSIMH.

B JloMe peGeHka nepxKaJH A0 ONpeleseHHOro BO3pacTa,
a TMOTOM UIJa COPTHPOBKA: KOTO B CNELUHTEPHAT, a KOro Cpa-
3y B JloMm uHBanuaoB. /s HOpMaJibHHIX IeTeii 3TO G6bLIO
HayaJIoM CTpalIHOro JabUPHHTA, OTKyJda PeAKO KTO MOT BhIKa-
pabkaThbcs.
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Muye HeckoJbKO pa3 6exaJ, HO BBIUHCJHTb €ro He COCTaB-
J51J10 GOJIBIIMX TPYAHOCTell, U OH CHOBA OKa3blBAJCAd 3a BhbICO-
KIIMH 3a60paMH ¢ KoJltoueii MPOBOJIOKOI.

B uyeTBepTHIii pa3 OH U BCTPETHJ CTAaplKa.

...bexxaB u3 uHTepHaTa, Mue Habpea Ha ToJsny JIOAEH C
CYMKaMH, MellKaMH, HHcTpyMeHTaMu. OHH 6ecrnopsilOYHO Bhi-
CTpaHBaJIUChb BAOJb NOPOTH H, KaK TOJBKO MNOAbe3kaJja Ka-
Kass-HUOyab MalllHHA, TOJINMOH HAKHUABIBAJHCh HA Hee.

[Torom HMue y3Has, 4TO 3TO CTONNMOTBOPEHHE HA3bIBAJOCH
«OHpxKeil Tpydas.

Crapuk mogowen Ttyaa newe. OH poJsro HabJawnaa co
CTOPOHBI 3a KypSILIUM MELIOYHBIM JIOAOM, CJOBHO KOTO-TO BbI-
uckuBaJ. Koraa on nonouwes 6/uxe u CKasaj, YTO eMy HYXKHO,
€ro o6CTYIMUJH CO BCeX CTOPOH.

HMue c TocKOli cMOTpeJs Ha yMNJbIBaollylo paboTy, a 3HAUHT,
U 1€HbTH.

Ho torma emy 6bljio liecTHaAUaATb, OH YHCJHUJCS B OerJbix
TpecTyNnHUKAaX, H y Hero He ObLJIO HHU MXHJHILA, HH KyCKa
xJieba.

CaMblfi HU3KHH B TOJINE, HO C CHJbHBIMH DYKaMH U MJeya-
MH, OH MPOTHCHYJICS CKBO3b 'OMOHsLEe KOJIbIO, CXBAaTHJ CTa-
pHUKa 3a pyKy. TOT yAUBJIEHHO TJISHYJ CBEpXYy.

— Y MeHd HeT JeHer W HeT enbl,— HMue Bcerma momHu,
KakK, NpOH3HOCH 3Ty ¢pasy, OH daBHJ, CrjaaThiBaJ cJe3bl, KakK
COOCTBEHHYIO G6JIEBOTHHY.

Tonna, He oXHaaBllias TAaKoro OT 3ab6aBHOro o6py6b1u1a
¢ J1000NBITCTBOM 3aMepJia.

— ¥ MmeHs cuabHble pyku! — OH cxKaJj 3ansicTbe CTapHKa.

— A Benb cOMHer, KakK siuo! — yani6asice, Mapsi nomaccu-
pOBaJl KHCTb. — BpocaTh 3eMJ10 cCMOXKellb?

— 41 Bce cmory! — oTpy6ua Hue,

Ctapuk CHOBa C yJbI6KOH OCMOTpes €ro H XJOMHYJ IO
nJjeuy:

— Hy, nmouwnu, «Bce cMory».

5

He npaBajia nmokos HOYb, BopodaJsa ¢ GOKy Ha GOK, TOYHO
KpyTasi peka TfAXeJbli KaMeHb. TpeBoxusao cepaue. C uero
3T 604u? HMibsa 66l Kpenok: cTpoHTe/b, TPYJAOB He GOsJICS H,
ecJii Hajdo Oblyo, moApabaTbiBas Ha 3eMJie: KOMYy noja (yHaa-
MEHT TpaHIIeH BbIpoeT, KOMY KoJiodel. M1 MHOrosetHsisi cBA3b
¢ 3eMJleil cpaboTaJsia ero KpenkHM H CHJIbHBIM, KaK BHHOTpa-
HYIO JIO3Y.

)Kua on B camanHOM NOMHKe. [IBe KOMHAThl M KODHIOP
LIar Ha fABa BBIXOAWJIM APYr B APYXKKY, U Bechb AOM Ka3aJcs

12 N



noTpenaniblM UrpylledyHbiM BaroHunkom. [dyman Habs noa-
HATb HOBble CTGHBI, HO mMorubJsa xeHa, cOMTass aBTOMALIHHOH,
H yTO-TO CAABHJO, MPUTHYJO AYyWYy. A MOTOM, KOraa BBIKIJO
60/b H J1aKe BCIMIOMHHAJOCh O »KeHe C YJbIOKOH, IHH MOLIJIH
KakKoil-To 3a6bITOi1 TpOmoW, U pa3 3a pa3oM OTKJaAbiBaJaach
cTpoiika 10 HEeH3BEeCTHOTO «IMpPHIETBPEMEHH»: C BEeCHbl Ha Bec-
HY, TOYHO B OXHAAHHH Yero-To HeH36eXHOro, yto obs3areb-
HO MpHAeT U Pa3oM H3MCHHUT cyabOy AoMa u crapHka. [loTowm,
Korja CbiH MOB3pocJies, MPHULIJIO pelleHHe HAayaTb CTPOHKY C
HUM. [lycThb MOJIOXKHUT U CBOH TPYyHA: KOraa CTPOHLIb CBOHUMII
pyKamMu — a0M poaHee. Tenepb CbiH OblJ1 B apMHH, H 10 KOHLA
cayxK6bl OcTaBaJJOCh YyTh 6OJblIE MOJYroaa.

M3 poanbix y Mabun KpoMe cbhiHa ObIJIH ellle OBE CECTPhbl
crapule Hero. Ho Te Xuau Kaxnas Ogas cebs, CTapuKa He
TIpU3HaBaJH, OCOOEHHO B MOCJe[Hee BpeMs, KOraa CTaJiH XKHUTb
noboraye.

Tak U pa3MaTbiBaJUCh CTapUKOBCKHe AHHU. Bmpouewm, cra-
PUKOM OH He Obll — BCe NATbAECAT TPHU, H OO CTApOCTH ellle
HYKHO OblJIO N0XHTb. HO TO-JIH OT HEYXOXEHHOHW XH3HH H
OJMHOYECTBA, TO JIM COBEPLIEHHO CedOH TrOJIOBBI U pacceyeH-
HOro MOpUIHHAMH JiHUa, a HaBepHOoe, oT Bcero BMecte Hibs
OblJ1 3aMHCaH B 3TOT BO3pacT.

OQnHOUYECTBO HAYYHJIO ero pa3roBOpaM BCJYX H cOCpeno-
ToyeHHOH ayme. M Koraa momazaJjiach MbICJb, TO MOACTYyNaJl
OH K He# BIVIOTHYIO, JOO6HpaJCcsd A0 HEOTBETHOIO0, TOUHO Komas
KoJloZlell, WITHIK 3a LITBIKOM MOTPYKaJicid B 3eMJIIO...

...He cnanocp crapuky. XoTs npouies H 3TOT CepIeYHbIH
NIPUCTYIM, He YXOAUJH MbICJH. O MHOrOM AyMaJoch B 3Ty HOUb:
O JoMe, CblHe, O HAKOMJEHHBbIX 3a A0JITHe TOAbl JdeHbrax, O
pa6ote. Ha nHaX mpenJioXXuJau BbIpbITh KoJsofeu. M ou corJa-
CHJIc. A 3TH cepaeuHble 6oJH... [IpoiiayT. 3axkuBeT KakK Ha
cobake.

6

Huye crtan non ¢oHapem Ha 3HaKOMOM MepeKpecTKe.

TuunHa.

Huyero 3nech He H3MeHHJOCH.. Uepes HECKOJbKO IBOPOB
oM Habw.

['ynko ynapuJio cepate.

[IpotamuB no Jauuy pyKOH, CJOBHO MBITAasiCh CTEPETb He-
MOCJAYLIHYIO yJbIOKY, OH NBHHYJ MO HOYHOH YJIHIE.

JIBOp cTapHKa OH y3HaJ He cpa3y: Mibs BBLIOXKHJ HOBBIH
KHPNUYHBIA 3a60D.

Hu4e nonpo6oBan 3acoB KaJuTKU. [Iporpemer Ha BCio yJiH-
1y, 3acoB noanaaJjcsi, 1 O6py6hill BolIes BO ABOP.
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Bce TOT ke NpH3eMHCTBIH NOMHK C JIAMIIOYKOH Haja Ma-
JIEHbKHM KpBIJIEYKOM IOTHJICS TMOJ YepHbBIMH HebecaMH, Kak
MPUKOPHYBLUHUH CTapblil 3adL.

Ha nBepsix 3amka He 6blj0. C yJablOKOH, KaK MHOro JeT
Ha3an, Mue OoTTAHYJ ee, MPOCYHYJ B LIEJNKY JaAOHb H NMOAGHJ
KPIOUOK.

3amax CTapUKOBCKOTO KHJbSl YAAapHJ B HO3IpH, LieMsule
HAaNOMHHUB O Mpolle/llieil OHOCTH.

HMuye BcMoOTpeJsicss B MOJyMpak, npolues B KOMHaTy, CKJIO-
HUJCSl Hafa nocteabto: Mabs cnad.

[TepBbIM XeslaHHeM OblJIO PACTOPMOLUHTb CTapHKAa, OOHATD,
rOBOPHTh €My KaKue-TO A06pble CJOBa, HO, TJISHYB Ha JBepb
BO BTOPYIO KOMHaTy, nmopa3mbicjauB, Mue Bbllles H3 NOMHKa,
MOCTy4YaJl B OKHO:

— Habs!

[lo3Bas rpomye.

— Kr0? — n0Heccsi U3 TeMHOTBHl OKHA XPHIJbIH ToJOC.

— (CBou,— HMue ¢ yJabl6KOH TJsIHYJ B 3eMJIO.

B nome nocablliaguch TsixKedble 1I1JEeNKH LAaroB, K TEMHOMY
OKHY TpPHJIbHYJIO COHHOe 3apocllee Jauuo. 3amepso. W or
yAHUBJIEHHS BAABHJOCH B CTeKJO. B pacliupuBIINXCS 3pauKkax
OTpa3uJach roJioBacTas HH3KopocJas ¢durypa, Bblpe3aHHas
M3 HOYH CBeTOM JaMmnoukH. CJOBHO BBbIIyNHJach U3 Mpaka.

HeBepsiuine raaza crapuka BAPYT OXHJH, B CJAedyIOULYIO
CeKYHAYy uepHas paMa OKHa omnycresna, O6yATO B MTrHOBeHbe
BBIHYJIH TOPTpeET.

B nmoMe 4TO-TO 3arpoxoTaB yaapHJoch 06 MOJI, BCIBIXHYJ
CBET, paclnaxHyJiacb HapyxXHas [Bepb, H Ha MNOpOre craJa
cyxouiaBasi, HO eule Kpenkas ¢urypa crapuka. OH 6bla1 6e3
Ma#KH, B LITAHAX U GOCHKOM.

JlaMnouka Haja KpblJIbUOM MOA30J0THJA ero MedHYI0 JIH-
TYIO TPYAb.

— Hue-c? — Bce ellle He Bepsi B 3Ty HEOXXHUAAHHYIO BCTpeuy
HNabs 3aMep HA cTyneHbKax.

— «Y MeHsl HeT JeHer U HeT elbl»,— C JYKABHHKOH CMOT-
pesa 06py6biL.

B Ty e CeKyHly B HOUM NMOKATHJ HUX 6€3MSTEXKHbIH I'POM-
KHH CMeX.

[TonHsaJuics 6GecnopsigouHblit Jiaii Bceraa roToBbIX K Opexy
cobaxk.

CrapHK, NPpUrHYBLINCh, OGHUMAJI KPENKOro KOPOTHILIKY, KO-
TOpPOro He BUaeJ Bor 3HaeT CKOJIBKO JierT.

— Bcnomuuna, Mapsi? — npunas K CTapuKy, IJ1yX0 TOBOPH.JI
HNuye. — «Y MeHs1 HeT neHer U HeT elbl». BcmoMHHJ?

— «¥Y MeHs CHJIbHble DYKH»,— MOAOGPOCHUJI CTAPHK, H: OHH
CHOBA CYACTJIHBO PacCMesJIUCh.
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Jlaii cobak pacchbimaJjcs 1Mo Bcel OKpyre, HO o6pyObluI H
BO3BbillaBIlIHiCcs Haa HUM HMiabs yxXe BXoauau B A0M.

[lepBbIM [eJsioM, KOrga OHHM BOLIJH B KOMHATY, CTapHK,
OKHHYB ee B3rJIs10M, YJAbBIOHYJICS:

— ¥Y3Haewb 3TOT KYpPSITHHK? — U CJOBHO ONpaBAaJcs. —
Huuye-ero, eMy yxKe HeMHOro octaJjiocb. CKOPO TNpHedeT CblH,
OH y MeHs BelAb cojpnar... [TomHuuwr Pomky moero?

— KoneuHo... [lnmakcyHullika 6611 TakoH...

— 0O-0! On Tenepp xenux! Uro Hago! BoTr Kak TOJBbKO
npuedeT — HOBBIH AOM noctaBJ/wo. XOpouWHi OoM... A moka
MHe H 3TOH CKOpJIymeHKH XBaTuT.. Ham xBatut,— c yJabl6KO#
nonpaBuJ cebs Habs.

— Cnacub6o,— nousaJa ero Hue.

B komHaTy BJOMHJAach THUIHHA.

CtaB HanpoTuB 06py6bILIa, CTAPHUK MOJOXKHJ HA €ero nmnJe-
Y4 CMOKOHWHBble PYKH H CHOBA, 6yATO B MepBLIH pas, OCMOTpEB,
oao06psoule npobacuJ:

— 3amarepea MyxHuk! 3amateped!

— Hy... — HNue pasBesn pykamu, MOJI, Kyla JeHELIbCS —
»KH3Hb.

— JaBaii npoxoau. MU Boob6uie, 310 TBOH pgoM. Bceraa
TBOH,— CTapHK MOJAHSJ ONPOKHHYTHIH CTYJ, MOCTaBHJ BO3Je
OKHa y He06OJIbLIOro KBAaApPaTHOro CToJUHKa. — Caluch, £
ceHuyac...

Haba 3acyeruiicsi, 3aMenbkaja, HamoJHHB KOMHATy, €ro
Kpenkas c¢Hurypa, OTKyZAa-To BbIHBIpHYJa OyThIJIKAa BOAKH, 3a-
uIMnesia Ha KyXHe CKOBOpoJa.

OHH culoean B MaJjleHbKOH KOMHaTe APYr NPOTHB Apyra
BO3Jle HOYHOTO OKOUIKa, NMHJH 3a BCTpedy, 33 cTapble Ao6pbie
BpeMeHa, 3a TO, 4TOoObl, HAKOHel, B HX »XH3HH BCe CTaJO Ha
CBOH MecCTa.

— A yem Xua? — 3aKypHB, CTapHK INYCTHJA K MOTOJKY
KJyObl JbIMa.

Hue zanymascsi, BbITalMa H3 KapMmMaHa OpIOK I[OYTH HO-
BEHbKYIO KOJIOAY KapT, NpojeJsaJ HeCKOJbKO mnacoB. ['py6hie
flaJbUbl BAPYTr CTAaJH HEOXHUAAHHO OGBICTPHIMH, Ka3aJoCb, 3TO
He DYKH, a KaKOH-TO KOMIIBIOTEp JIOBKO, BEepOM pacchinaJl
JleTKHe KapTHHKH H HeBHIHMMBIM [BHXXEHHeM cOOHpaJ BHOBb.
OnHy KapTy, BOCXHTHB CTapuka, Mue BHITSHYJ y Hero H3-3a
nasyxH.

CTrapHK 3aBOpPOXKEHHO CMOTpPeJ 3a 3THM HMIIPOBH3HPOBaH-
HBbIM NpeACTaBJIEHHEM.

Hue c6pocus Ha cTOJ KoJOAY.

— Bor Tak, Haba... Henan, yto npugercs. M ato toxe...

Tor BHUMAaTENbHO MOCMOTpEJ Ha HETO.
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— §1 moutu Bce neHbru B JJom pe6eHKa mochliaJj,— CJOB-
HO 3a 4TO-TO omnpaBaaJicst 06py6bill. — PonHble menaThl Belp....
Kcratu... HyxHo noexath W y3HaTb.. [leHer HeMaJso GBLIO...
A BooOGlle, H 3eMJI0 NPUXOAHAOCHL 6pocaTh. BenoMunan Tebs.

CTapuk noJblIeHHO MOKHBAJI.

— PabGorenka kakas-Hu6yap ectb? — BAPYr crnpocua Hue,

— Ectb. Kosonen Hano BHTAHYTE.

— HanapHuK TOXe eCTb?

— EcTb,— JIyKaBO rasiHyJ CTapHK.

— §? — toxe c xutrpeuo#t rasuya Hue.

— Hy, a kto xe!

HMue Tensio cxxan NMOKOMBIIYIOCS HA Kpaw CToJa GOMbLIYIO
pyky Huabm.

— Hano moanakonuts peHbxkart.. Xouy 6pPOCHTb 31eCh
sikopb. Xopout... [To cBery s Haryasuacs.. Kynao gom.. 3Ha-
e, Mabs, Medra y MeHs... Xouy KOro-uu6yab OTTYy O a K
cebe 3abpatb. Bocnuram Mmoxer.... Kakoro-Hubyap mnaiaHeH-
Ka... — OH CMOJIK H CJIOBHO C TPYAOM BBITOBOPHJI:

— YcbiHOBJIO... Kak Thl MeHs,,— H yxXe 601po PACKHHYJ: —
DX, H 3aryJsier Mo MUPY TBOS (paMHJIH;!

Hibsi KHBHYJI, He CyMeB CKPBITb Y0BOJbCTBHS:

— bor Bosnact te6e mo6pom! — Temsno npo6acHa OH.

— Bosna-a-act! — 3agymaics 06py6eiu, cBecHB 6oabliyio,
KOPOTKO CTPHXKEHHYIO TOJIOBY.

Mouyaanu.

— ¥ Tebsi ceaMHal — yBaXKHTENbHO NIPOrOBOPHJI CTapHK,
ynepcs O CTOJ JIOKTSIMH, YTONHB B JAAOHSIX 3apoclliee JIHIIO.

— A Kyna efi geBatbcsa!... Cablwib, Wabs, a... JIXKOH...
Kak?

— [a bor ero suaer! IlourpeiBaer, HaBepHoe. OH 6e3
KapT, Kak Bop 6e3 HOuYH.. Bymewbp urpatb? — crapuk cmor-
peJsa Ha JOMTHK XJeba.

— A emy nooGewas,— ¢ uponueli Nue BCIOMHHJ CBOe
npoulajibHOe «Mbl eule nourpaeM» — A... akrep? Kak xuBer
aKrep?

— [laBHo ue Buaen. la u 3Han-10 51 ero uepes te6st. Onun

pa3 MpoHrpaJcs OH CHJbHO. [IeHbrH NMPHXOAHJ 3aHUMATb. S
3aHAJ. A MOTOM OH MOBAIHUJICS...

— H uTto, He oTnaBaJ?

— Oraasaa... Huuero He ckaxy.. oraaBaa. Kak KPYIMHSK
BbiUTpaer — oraact. Ho cam nonumaews... Hagoesno MHe 310,
Kopoue, 51 eMy ckasaJj, uto6 6 He mpHXOAHJI... S He npas?

— IIpaB. K10 X Te6s 06BHHATHL cTaHeT. ¥ Te6s 3a60ThL...
HoM... CoiH... OIHOMY TaKyl0 Tayky HeJerko TAHYTb. — Hue
MOBO3HJI MO CTOJY HOXKOM H HelloAJeNbHO BHIAOXHYJ. — YKaJ-
KO MHe ero Bce-TakH. OH MeHsi MHOroMmy Hayuna,— Uue Kup-
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HyJ Ha KapTol. — He pa3 ero coseTbl BbipyuaJH. S He XBa-
cratoch, Mabs, HO ceffyac He Ka»X[Ablii MeHs yecT... AKTepy
cnacu6o. Iloayuua... — O6py6bill B354 KOJOAY, TNOCTyyasa
naJiblieM Mo CToJy. — TeaTpbl CBOH, HHTEPECHO, OH He 3a6po-
CHJ? — B pa3iyMbe, CJOBHO Yy cebs, COpPOCKJ OH H KayHyJ
roqoBoil. — Hero TOJbKO He OblBaeT C JIIAbMH B 3TOH KH3-
HH... M3BecTHbIfi uYesOBeK... 30J0Tasg 6OalllKka, a BOT BHAHUID,
Ha KapTax JoMmaercs... bosen Hrpoi.

— Jla, y KaxXaoro cBoe,— nojjeprkaJj CTapHk. — ¥ KOro
KapThbl, Y KOro BOJAKa — Yy BCSKOrO CBOE€.

— Hano Bcex npoBeanatb. [leHbXaT NoAHaKoOMIw, B [loMm
noeay. Ilotom B uHTepHart.. B cBoii... [TomHuWwB?...

MoJyaauBO W NMOHHMAalOLle KUBHYJ CTapHK, HO BADPYT OXKH-
BuJCcA: — Thl cocega Moero nmoMHHWIb? MaJslbyoHKA 6bLI... —
OH KHBHYJ B OKHO B CTOPOHY cOceAcKoro aBopa. — Toraa emy
JeT oAMHHaauaTtb 6bl710. Hasap.

— IlomHro.

— Tak y Hero W MauuHa ecTb. [loaBeser, ecaH yTo... §I
caM CKaXXy,— MOpelIuJ CTapuK. — A OH XOpOWIH{I NapeHsb.
Coiickuii. 1 «6abku» xopollue neJsaer.

— IlomHI0 51 ero. MaJeHbKHii 6bl, a XxuTprolHii... Celd-
yac, HaBepHOe, yXXe M CBOM [AeTALIKH 3aBeJUCb. Belb nouTH
HecsiTOK JeT ybexaJo...

— Jla-a, Bpewmsi...

OHH eule A0Jro BCINOMHHAJH, CTPOHUJH KaKHe-TO IJIaHBI,
HayaJii BTOPYIO OYTHIJKY.

HezameTHO npu3emMHCcTOe OKHO CTaJo cBeTJeTb. B Jam-
MOYKe, CBUCABLUefi ¢ MOTOJIKA, Ka3aJoch, Noy6aBUJH CBeTa.

CrapHK BBIK/JIIOYHJ ee, H OHH ¢ Mue pasolancy mo KOHKaM.

Moxer 6biTb, BnepBble 3a Bce 3TH A0JrHe roinl Mue 3a-
Chllajl ¢ MATKOH YJbBIOKOH Ha O6OJbILIHX, Pe3KO OYepueHHBIX
rybax.

7

B oOkHe yXe BOBCIO pasryJsjoch YyTPO: B YYyTKOM BO3AyXe
pPa3HOCHJOCH Lie6eTaHbe NTHL, B GOPTOUKY BJIeTAJH yJHYHbIE
roJsioca, WyM MPOHOCHBLIUXCS aBTOMOOHJIEH.

Homuk HWMuabu, ob6Haxkasi CKyAHyIO OOCTaHOBKY, HaJHJCS
cBeTOM. B 1ByX KOMHAarax CTOsSiJI0O MO XKeJe3HOi KpoBaTH. B
nepBOi K HHSKOMy MONOKOHHHKY KaJCsl CTOJ ¢ HCTIeLPeHHOH
NMOJIHHAJION KJeeHKOH, B yriy Ha TyMO6OuKe MaJieHbKHM 3Kpa-
HOM yepHeJ JOTIOTONHBIHA TeaeBU30p. Bo BTOpOH KOMHAaTe CTOAJ
CTapHlii CKpUNyYHi WWIHQPOHbEp H 3eJIeHbli, OOUTHIH KeJe30M
CYHAYK.
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Crapuk npocHyscs. [lepBoil ke MBIC/AbIO NOAYyMaJoch 06
Huye. Unbsa npunoaHs/cs Ha JOKTe, IVIHYJ B JIBepb BTOPOM
KoMHaThl. THxo. «HaBepHoe, 6poAsiKKa elle COHUT».

C yabiOKOHl cTapHK CHOBAa BBITAHYJICS Ha 3aCKpHINeBllIeH
KoliKe.

O6paTHB K HH3KOMY MOTOJKY 3apocliuee HedeJbHOH LIeTH-
HOH JIMLO, C MUHYTY MNoJiexaJ U MOTOM HeCilelIHO HayaJ oje-
BaTbCsl. 3auecajacb 6opona. Crapuk mnockpeb XeCTKyk ce-
AYI0 LEeTHHY H NMpOBOpUaJI:

— M OGopony He Gpeto... [laBHO TaK He obpacraJ.

HUabs 3arasinyn B komuaty Mue. Hukoro. KpoBatp crossa
‘3amnpaBJIeHHOH.

Crapuk pacnaxHy/a [Bepb. YTPO OCBEXHJO MYCKYJHUCTYIO
TpyZAb, KpenkHe mjeud H OGuuencel. OH mocmorpesn B roJy6oe
‘He60 U 0106pHUTENBbHO NPOrOBOPHUII:

— Xopouiuit 6yaeT aeHb.

I'pems uvaitnukom, Habsa HanpaBuics K KpaHy HabpaTb
BOJBI U nepea AOMHKOM yBHAea HMuye: cuas Ha KHpnHuax, CABH-
HYB KOJIEHH, OH TpeJiCsl Ha COJIHLE.

— IlyrewectBeHHuKaM npuBet! — Ko3bipHysn Hubs.

— TIlpuer, npuer. — Ot cosaHeuHoro Ttensaa Hue 6.ga-
’KEHHO XMYpHJ raasa. Kak Kot Ha Kpblille.

— Ceityac yaiiky noctaBUM. — CTapHK CKJOHHJICSI HaJ BO-
IOTIPOBOAHBIM KPaHOM.

3aBTpakaJu TNOJA pasJjanucThiM OpexoBbiM nepeBoM. Ha
CTOJIe apOMAaTHO ABIMHJIMCb JBAa CTaKaHa yasi, Ha TapeJjke Je-
»KaJii JIOMTHKH XJeba U chipa.

Bauky npo6uBUIerocss CKBO3b JIHCTBY COJIHIIA 30JIOTHJIH
OpPOH30BBLIH LIBET 4Yasi, MPa3JHUYHO Hrpajud Ha OesbIX OKpYT-
Jblx 60Kax uyaiiHHKa. CTapHK HEBOJILHO 3aJ/1060BaJicsi, MOTOM
pacrnpaBHJ MJEYH U CJAAaTKO BbIIOXHYJI:

— Tennoral... JIeHb-TO Kakoi — XHTb Aa pagoBaThbcs! A
3Haewb, Muye, B TakHe OHH KaXkeTcsl, UTO Thl Oylelllb XHTb
Bceraga, 4to Thl OeccMmepreH... ¥ Tebs ObiBaeT Takoe?

— A HHKTO M He BEpPHUT B CBOIO CMepTh,— OTCYTCTBYIOIIE
npousHec HMue.

Hap cTosoM 3BOHKO 3aBHCJIa HeOXHAAHHAsl mMueJsa, MOKPY-
JKHB Haj CaxapHHUeH, pe3Ko yulJa Ha cTapuka. ToT HacTopo-
>KeHHO 3amep. [lepeMerHyBlIHCh 3a cnuHy HMabu, nuena B ce-
KYHIYy pacTBOPHJIACh B COJIHEUHOM CBeTe,

— DBeccmepTtsa xouewb? — HMue, 3agyMaBUIKCh, CCYTYJIHJI-
.CSl Ha JaBKe.

— A KTO X ero He xouyer?

— $1 He xouy.— OO6pyO6Hilll KauHyJ KOPOTKHMH, He JOCTa-
IOLUMH [0 3eMJIH HOTraMH.
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— beccmeprtue crtpauiHee cmepTH... HesoBeK He TMOTSAHET
ero. beccMepTHe — 3TO BeyHas MbITKa BompocaMH. A yto Mo-
)KeT ObITb cTpalllHee Bompoca? Bomnpoc — 310 Bamnup... Ye-
JIOBEKY He BblaepaTb OeccMepTusi. D10 OyaeT He 3eMJs, a
cymacuwenwui goMm. M He mpocTto, a GelueHblii cyMacLIeIlIHH
goMm. Jlyuuie cMepTb, ueM cymacuiectBHe. — Hdue xJeOGHya H3.
CTaKaHa.

CrapHk, MOJIYAJIUBO MPUTSAABIBAACH K HEMY, 3aKYypHJI.

— A ecau s 6yay 3HaTb,— rasas Ha Habo, npoaosKur
OH,— yTO0 O6eccMepTHe cJaAKas UITyKa, TO s €ro He Xouy
BABOfiHe. [ToToMy 4TO 51 He XOuy, UTO6 BCAKAas CBOJOYb KHJa
Bcerga. 91 He xouy, yto6 Te BOCMHUTATeJH B HHTepHATe, KOTO-
pble H3[eBaJIUCb HALO0 MHOMH, Ha4 APYTrHMH OOJIbHBIMH deTbMH,
KOTOpble TpaBHJH HAC JIeKApCTBAMH, BEYHO HACJaXI1aJHUCh.
KH3HbIO. MIX HY»XHO Ka3HHTb, a He GeccMepTHe naBaTh. — HMue
nocMoOTpesa Kyaa-TO TMOBepX COCeACKOro Aoma:

— UYesioBek He co3aH AJs1 6eccMepTHs.

— Ho Beab ecTb U XOPOWIHH JIOL...

— Xopoulde JIOOU KakK pa3 H He BbiaepxaT GeccMepTHS.
OHu 3a60s1€l0T. ITO CBOJIOYH, MOXKeT ObiTh, H Hago ero. CBo-
JIOYH BCe paBHO: eCTh JH Ha 3eMmJie CTpadaHHUs, HeT JH HX,
eCTb JIH KaKHe-TO TsiXkKeJble BONPOCH], HeT, MPa3H HYXXHO TOJb-
KO OAHO: HabuBaTh TpebyXy H CHOLIAThCS. A cTpajaHHs Apy-
FHX MM Jaxe, KaKk NayTHHa 1Jig nayka — A06bl4y JIOBHTb. —
HNue nomosuaja, HO BApYr yJabi6ryJacs. — Ho BMecto TBopua
Teb6s 6 1 6ecCMepTHBIM caeJial.

— Ecau u ectb oauH XOpOU.IHfI 4yeJIOBEK, TO H OH TINYCTh

CBUXHeTcs1? — Mubsi XUTPO cluLlypHJ raasa.
— Bor-BoT! — UM oHu 06a paccMesiyiuCh.

8

B nnuHHOH cnajbHe TpH 60JblIMX OKHA. CKBO3b npospau-
Hble 3aHaBeCKH BTeKaJs »KeJTbli JYHHBbI CBeT, BLICBEUHUBAS B
noJyMmpake ABa psila KOek.

M3penka kakoii-HHGYAb 6JHMK CPHIBAJCs Ha OeJblil XQUMHK
KPOBaTH, CJOBHO NPOILYNBIBAJ: CHSIT 3J€Ch HJH HET.

B Kaxzaom psily Nmo nsTh CHapeHHHIX KoeK. [lecsiTh 1eBO-
UCK Ha OJHOH CTOPOHe W AecsiTb — Ha APYroH.
BoJblie nmoxoxe Ha Kasapmy.

CoH B Hefl He CIIOKOEH: BPEMEHaMH TO B ONHOM KOHIE, TO
B JpPYroM BO3HHKAeT XaJKHH CTOH, HEBHATHOe GOpPMOTaHbe
ciaetaer ¢ GeNbIX MoAylleK, GoJie3HeHHBIH KpHK. JIyHHas TH-
IUHHA, KaK ABODHSira, BCKHABIBAeT HACTOPOXKEHHYIO TOJIOBY.
3a MoJIHOYb COH CTAHOBHTCS BS3Ye,
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Okcaiia He 3HaJla BpeMeHH, HO MO CHY B CrnaJibHe 4yBCTBO-
BaJia, 4TO celdac y»Ke MOXKHO OblJ0 MOIHSTHCS.

Jlnwp 6bl GeclUyMHO MPOWIMBITHYTh MHMO KaTbKH.

Ee kpoBaTbh cTOsJIa OTAEJNbHO y CTEHbI, HelaJJeKO OT ABepH,
«aK KOHTPOJIbHBIH MYHKT.

Bocemnaauarunerusss Kartbka, »KHJAHCTAs, KaK MYXXHK, H
-3J1aft, TOYHO HHTepHATOBCKasi WaBka 30CbKa, AepxaJgaa cebs
ataMaHuel. [leByWIKH O60SJHCh ee MYXCKHX KYJaKOB, KOps-
BbIX MaJiblleB, KOTOPBIMH OHa 3aMpoCTO, KAK pOraTHHOH, MorJa
‘TKHYTb KOMY-HHOYAb B rJla3a, HJH, BLENUBIUIUCh B BOJIOCHI
04yepeJHOH »epTBbl, BJENHTb €e roJIOBOH O CTEeHKY.

KaTtbka HMesa apceHas CBOMX Ka3Hel, 6e3pONOTHLIX Ma-
Jaueii H OoCcBeJOMHTeJiel, B OCHOBHOM, H3 OOJIbHbIX H cJaObIX.

Bocnuratenn 06 3TOM 3HaJH H, HaBepHOe, MO3TOMY He CIH-
ChIBaJu ee B [JOM HHBAJHIAOB AJi51 YCTPALUEHUS H MOALepKaHHUA
{IOpsiiKa Cpedd AeBYlLIeK.

OkcaHa mnojaHsiia TroJioBy, MPHCJAylIaJach K AbIXaHHIO CO-
CeIKH.

Cnur.

JloctaB H3-noj NOAYWKH yuYeHHYeCKyl0 TeTpadb, ceja Ha
KpoBaTH. CyHYB MOJ KOPOTKYIO HOYHYIO pyO6allKy, NPUCTPOH-
J1a 3a pe3UHKOil TPYCOB...

BocukoM, BrnoJsiyc/enyo, Ha UbINMOYKAX MOLIJA MO AJHHHO-
MY TMpOXO4Yy.

CaMmoe cTpalllHOe — ABepb BO3Jle KOHKH aTaMaHIIH: ecCJH
‘Katbka mnpocHeTrcsi OT ee CKpuMma, BCce MJaHbl COPBYTCH.

Ho Bce o6ouinock. OKcaHa BBICKOJIb3HYJA B TYCKJBbIH OCBe-
1eHHbIH OAHUM ¢dOHapeM KOPHIOP, JerKMMH 60CHIMH HOXXKaMH
noulJia no XKeJTOMY XOJIOAHOMY KadeJio.

Y nBepu B OeBHYHH TyaJieT elle pa3 OIJIsAHYJaCb: B KODH-
Jope HH AYLIH, THXO M Ha JeCTHHUe, cOeraBlled HA MepBbIH
3TaX.

B TyaJsiere 6bl710 TeMHo. OKcaHa HaulynaJa BbIKJOYATEb.
Tlox camblM MOTOJKOM 3acBeTHJACh TYCKJast JaMIOYKa.

OkcaHa 3akpbliach B Ka6HHe. CeB Ha JepeBSHHYIO KpBbILI-
KY YHHTa3a 4 CTSHYB Ha OBaJIbHble KOJIEHKH KOPOTKYIO py6alil-
Ky, IPUCTPOUJIA HA HUX TeTpalb.

CkJoHHJIach HajJ Hed. PacchinaBUIMHACA KOPOTKHH BOJIOC
IeJIKOBUCTBIMH TNPAASMH CTeKaJ MO LleKaM KacasiCb YroJiKoB
cJlerka BJIaXXKHBIX MeJOBHIX TY0.

OHa eJje cJabllIHO M 3a6aBHO lIeBeJWJa UMH, BCKHAbIBAA K
NOTOJIKY yG6eraloilye rJjasa, 4YTo-TO TOPOMJIMBO 3aIHUChIBaJa.

OxkcaHa couuHsiia nucbMo «mnpeacenatesio OOH».

OHa mnucaJjia O CBOUX MSATHAALATH TOPEMBIYHBIX JeTax, O
-TOM, 4TO OOJiblie BCero Ha CBeTe eHd XOTeJoCb Obl BHIHTH Ha
BOJIIO H YBHAETb MaMmy.
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Ho u 10 u apyroe G6blJI0 HEBO3MO:KHO: 4TOObBl OKa3aThbCsd
Ha cBobone, efi HYXHBbl ObIJIH NOKYMeH1bl, KOTOpble €{ HHKTO
H HHKOria He gacT. Y6exaTb TOX>Xe HeJib3si: BO-TEepBbIX, Kyla
6c3 JOKYMEHTOB, a BO-BTOPbIX, €CJH MOHMAIOT, TO 3aCEKYT [0
cveptd. M morom cnaayr B JloM HHBaAJIHIOB.

HMwmenace elle H Apyrass BO3MOXHOCTb: BEICKOUHTb 3a KOrO-
HHOYyAb 3aMyxK. HO KTO TakHuX, KakK OHa (ecJH OHH Aaxe He
60JIbHbl H CTO pa3 KpacuBbl), Bo3bMeT B HeBecThl? Komy
oxoTa 6paTb XKeHYy U3 TAKOro 3aBeleHHUs?

[To BTOpOi MpHYMHE OHA TOXE He MOIJa BBIHTH OTCHOA.
MamMa y Hee yMepJia NpH pOAAxX, KaK MU y MHOTHX JeBOYEK
H3 3TOro HHTepHAarTa.

Okcana npocusa «npeacenareass OOH» nomoub eif U Ha-
Mpoyb 3a6blja, UTO OKHO TyaJeTa OblJI0 OCBELIEHO YK€ MHOTO
BPeMeHH H UTO 3TO MOT 3aMeTHTb HOUHOH CTOPOXK H3 CBOeH Ae-
JKYPKH.

CTOpOXK, NMATHAECATHJIETHHH XPOMOH NbsAHUYXKKa, H 3aMe-
THJI 3TOT AOJIro ropeBLIHH CBeT.

C /n1060NbITCTBOM OH MOAHSJCS HAa BTOPOH 3TaxK, BOHAA B
TyaJseT, CcTaJ ToJJe 3aKpbiToil ABepH Ka6GuHbL. [loTsanyJ.

OkcaHa MyrJauBO CyHyJa TeTpaAb NoA pyballKy.

— Kro0 31ecp? — CTOpPOXK AepHYJ OBEPb.

Ewe pas.

— 9I. — Okcana 6053/1HBO MPHTAHJACh Yy [BEpH.

— OTKpo# ceiiuac xe!

OHa apoXalMMH MaJjbllaMH OTOABHHYJA 3aJBHXKKY.

CTOpOX pBaHyJ ABepb.

B ka6uHe mepen 3aKpbITbiM YHHTA30M MYTJHBO MOeXHBA-
Jacb 60ocas AeByllKa ¢ OOHa)XeHHbBIMH CTPOHHBIMH HOTAMH.

Xpomoit ob6Jsamag B3rJsiAOM HaJHUTOe JeBHUbe TeJsO0, XOJ-
MHKH Tpyded C NPOCTYNalOUWUMH MOJ TOHKOH MaTepueH IIH-
LIeYKaMH COCKOB.

C »XaaHO 3aropeBLIMMHCS [Jla3aMH OH, LIYMHO CIJIOTHYB,
mwarayn Ha Hee. OKcaHa OTIIATHYJachb, BXaJacb CINHHOH B
JKEJIe3HYI0 NeperopoikKy.

— Uro 310? — XpOoMO# KHBHYJ Ha BBINHPABLUHH H3-TOX
pvOallKH YroJIOK.

— Hwuyero. — OHa o6xBaTH/a PyKaMH X>XHBOT.

— Ilokaxwu.

— 310 TaK,— 6yMaxXKu.— OHa HHCTHHKTHBHO 3aCJIOHHU-
Jlach OT CBepKAaIOUIHUX rJja3 JaJgOHSMH.

— Jla TBl He 60iicsl,— BAPYr CMSATYHBIIHCDL, TPOXPHIIEJ
xpomoii. — [okaxu. — JlanaomumMu JaJOHSAMH OH 3aCKOJb-
34J1 IO ee HOraM, BCKHHYJI py6allKy.

YBHIEB 3aJI0KEHHYI0 3a Pe3HHKY TPYCOB TeTpadb, 3aJpo-
J)KaBUIMMH MaJbLlaMH NMOTSIHYJCS OBIJIO K HEH, HO AeBOYKa, ole-
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peluB, BbITAlllUJA €e CaMa, CTsIHYJda KHH3Y MOJbl KOPOTKOIl
HOYHOII pyOallKH.

CTopoX BbIXBAaTHJ TeTpaAb H3 cJaboro KyJ/jauyka, Bce elle
TPSICYLLUMHUCS TaJbllaMHd pacKpbla ee.

— «IIpencenatento OOH». — Beayx npo6exaBuiuch no
CTPOYKAM, NMOCMOTpeJ Ha KaBILUYKOCS K Meperopojke HCINyraH-
HYy10 rojoBy. — Muib Tol Kyna 3amaxHynace. B AMepuku nu-
weMm? Ha cBow poauHy xaayemcsi?! A ecau s1 ¢ 3THUM TIO-
cJanbHUEeM Aa K AUpeKTopy?!

— Oraaiire!

— Her, Mos sroaka! — OH noApas3HUJ TeTpaAKOH Tmepen
ee suuoM. — K aupekTtopy.

— A 3Haelllb,— OH BAPYr BKPaA4YHMBO MNPHUOJH3HJICH JH-
uoMm,— si Tebsi, HaBepHoe, cnacy. He Boimam. M Terpanmky ort-
AaM. — XpOMO# NpoBeJs Jad0HbIO MO nJeuy. — M HUKakoO#i au-
peKTop He y3HaeT. Tol TONBKO nmoaepxH 3aecb. — OH TOpOI-
JIUBO pacCTer’yJ WTaHbl. — JTO X He 60JbHO. MHorue pne-
BOYKH 3l1ecb naxe H ueaywoT. [locmorpu. — OH xoTen 6blio
NOABECTH ee JIaloHb K maxy, Ho OKcaHa HucnyraHHO 3aKpHuaJa.

XpoMmoii npuaaBuJ el poT.

OkcaHa, OTTOJIKHYB ero, BbIpBaJacb B KOpPHIOp, MJaaya
nobexxaJa K crnaJibHe.

9

PoaHble Mecta BcTpeuyasnu HMue tengo, K Beuepy OH BO3Bpa-
waJcss JOMOH CbIThIH, XMeJbHOH H C ellle OJHOH raJO4YKoH B
CBOCM CIHCKe HCMHUTBLIX paaocTei.

He mnosnyuusoch TOJNBKO MOBHAAThL akrepa. B KapThl OH
UrpaThb He MPUXOIAHUJ, @ B AOM K HeMy OOpYyOBbILI HHKOrjaa He
Xa>XUBaJl: KTO TAKOH, OH, O6pyOHILI, 4TOOH TYyJdATh MO AOMaM
3HAaMEHUTOCTel, KaKUMH Obl UTPOKAMH HJIH KYTeXXHHKAMH OHHU
He CJIBLJIH.

Ho Her npo6aem. Tem 6GoJjee ceilyac, Korja HeJeNnbIMH H
HEeBO3MOXKHBIMH KasaJHUCb BCe JIIOACKHe MNOTepH H TOpecTH:
BeAb OH IOCJe J0JITOH Pas3JjiyKH B POAHBIX MecCTax.

M Huyero 3Jecb He H3MEHHJIOCh: BCe Te XK€ YJHLUB H
nepeyJKH, Te XKe NMPHUBbBIYKH H OOblYaH, pasBe 4TO MOJHSJHCH
HOBble BBICOTHble JOMa J[a MOSIBUJIOCHh MHOTO He3HaKOMOH MO-
JIOJEKH U HOBBIX CTapues,

[IpeXXHHUM ocTaJicsi U 3TOT YIJIOBOH JOM.

[Tonxoast k Hemy, Mue HeBOJIbHO mopo6paJics: M3 YepHOTO
OKHa, ‘HaMoJIOBHHY  3aJBHHYTOr0 CEpOH, BHAHO, [OaBHO He
CTHPAHHOH LITOPOH, CMOTPEJO XKEHCKOe O60Jie3HeHHOe JIHIO.
Cenble Npsiad, CTeKaBlIHe C BHCKOB, HENPHUSATHO 3MEHJIHCH
BJOJIb BMaJbiX IeK. [1aza cMOTpeJiH LENKO, TOUHO MbITAJHCH
YTO-TO BbI3HATb B MPOXOXKHX.
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Bce, kak mHoro Jet Hasaa. Kak 6yaro Mue HUKyna U He
yesxkaJ. [IpHueabHO OblOIHI B3rJsaA TOUYHO cOpachiBasl B ApY-
rofi MHp. M1 XoTs 3TO AJHJOCH BCETO HECKOJbKO MTHOBEHHH,
HeBOJIbHO 3a0bIBAJIOCh, UTO €CThb COJIHIE, TEMNJO, CBeT, paaoCTh.
Jluio B OKHe OblJIO KAaKHM-TO HAalNOMHHaHHeM: 3Had, 4TO eCTb
cyab6bl HeHMCNpaBUMO HeCYacT/JHBble, YTO €CTb HeH3Jjeynmas
601 H HYXXHO TNPHUTH K COCTpPalaHHIO, 3Haf, YTO 3TOT MHP
He CTOMT H rpolua u — MHp 6orar.

10

...B orpoMHOM CTpeMHTEJbHOM KOJIOALE HEOTBPATHMO IpH-
OJHKaJHCh KpacHble BbiyyeHHble TrJa3a OrpOMHOro Tnayka.
YBepeHHO mepeGHpasi JamaMH, Mayk MOATArHBajg K cebe H0-
6blyy — CKpPY4YEHHOro MayTHHOH roJIoBacToro yejoseyka. Ilbi-
Tasicb pPa3opBaTh e€e, 4YeJIOBeUeK HanpsaraJjg pYKH, MJedH, HO,
YKEeCTKO ONyTaHHble, OHH OBblJIH OeCrnOMOILUHbI, H TeJO Heylep-
YKUMO MPHOJIHKAJIOCH K BbINYYEHHBIM TJla3aM.

— UYrto wmujeir Bcero? — CKpUNyuyHH roJsioc Tpe6oBaJ OT-
rajkH.

— JIto60Bb! — OTBeuyas yesoBeuyeK, pBaJl MJjeyamMH, HO BbI-
TyyeHHble rJja3a NMPUABHHYJIUCH OJHXKe.

— Mars!

Ho yxe cabllliajoch AblXxaHHe Nayka.

— CblH! — Ho KpacHble orpomMHble rjasa CTaJu Hajng ro-
JIOEOH.

— JKu3Hb! — KpHKHYJ 4YeJiOBeueK, MayTHHA pe3KO 3aMep-
Jla, H OrJIyLIUTEJbHbIH PBAaHBIH XOXOT BbIPBAJICS H3 HENMOABHX-
HOH roJIOBBI, pa3Heccs Mo KOJOAILY.

— JKH3Eb! — B XOJIOZHOM MNOTYy MOBTOPHJI YeJIOBEK.

HenoaBuxHasi roJioBa BCe TakK¥Ke BblOpacbiBaJia JieldeHs-
LU CMeX, HO MayTHHA JAPOTHYyJia, NoA0OOHO CeTH cTaJja pacmnyc-
KaTbCS KO AHY KOJIOAllA, yesJOBe4YeK PBAHYJ TMJeyoM, BBICBO-
doauics...

...KomHaTa KauyHyJacb B TNoOJyMpaKe, BCIOJOUIEHHbIH
B3rasii MarBess yaapuJ/csi O CTeHY, CKOJIb3HYB MO KOMHATe,
pPa3/IHYHJI NpeAMEeTHl.

«CoH! J10 6Bl coH!» Ctano Jerko U cnokoiHo. Crapblii
COH, CHUBLUHHCSH y»Ke MHoro pa3. Ho Bce yujio ¢ HUM: H TOT
MayK, i AyLIUBLIAS MAyTHHA, H MPAK CTPEMHUTEJNBHOrO KOJIOALA.

Aylle TMOAHSAJOCH CYACTJIHBOE OCO3HAHHE, YTO €CTb XHU3Hb
U Thl xuBellb. [IpocTo XuBewib. Ho mponosxKaJjock 3TO He-
CKOJIbKO MTHOBEHHH: c/Jabblii CBeT, pacTeKaBLUIHHCA MO Jauyre
cTapHKa, BAPYT LieMslle-OCTPO HAaNOMHHJ, 4YTO €CTh 3TOT pas-
BAJIUBLUHUHACA OOM, eCTb KeM-TO NMPHAYMaHHasi ypOoIJuUBas JIOA-
CKasl XU3Hb H eCcTb B Heil OoH, Mue, 6e3n10MHBIH yponden, AJd
Yero-To OCTAIOUIUHACS XKHUTb.
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M Ttenepp yxe ¢ ycMelKOi BCNOMHHJOCH MPO6YXKIAEHHC,
TO CYaCTJIMBOE COCTOsIHHe, CJIOBHO Craccs OH OT HeMHHYyeMOH
rubeJiu.

«OTKyna B 4eJoBeKe Takas Ji060Bb K KH3HH? — MojyMa-
JOCb X0J0AHO. — YTO B Hel, B 3TOil HeH36e:xKHOH Tocke? Uro
3acTaBJfleT ApOXaTh 3a Hee, KAK HULUHIT JPOXKHUT 3a KOMEHKY?
3a Komefiky, KOTOPYI OH, MOXET, BHINIPOCHJ Ha 4YeTBepeHb-
kax? OTkyaa sta Jo60Bb? Henctpebumas, xkaaHasi 10 OTBpa-
menud?... M kak ucnyraJgcs?... A notoMm Kakoe O6blJO CYacCThbe,
4TO 3TO BCEro JHlIb COH... Ilayk... 3HaeT cBoe neJo...»

HeBuasuumu raazamu HMuye cmMoTpesn B HOYHOH NOTOJIOK.

CyMpauHasi KOMHaTa MoKa3aJjachb KaKOH-TO siIMOH, Hald KO-
TOPOH 3aBUCJH rorouyuide poxkH. OHHM 3arjsabiBajJd Ha [HO,
rie OH KaJKO MeTaJcsl MO yrJjam, Kak MOHMaHHas 3BepyllKa
B NMOHUCKaX BBIXOJA.

Ha 3Bepyuke 6bla1 LIYyTOBCKOH ABYPOrHil KoJmak ¢ 6yG6eH-
11a MH.

HMue pasapakeHHO nepeMmeTHYJicsi HA 60K, HO TOT 3BepekK
BCe elle KPYXKHJ M0 AHY JOBYLIKH. M Kaako moaparuBaJju Ha
KoJimake 6yOeHUbl-KOJOKOJBILHI.

IIyT. KT0-TO 1€epxkaJ ero 3a umyra.

CBecHB KOpOTKHe HOTH K noJy, HMue cugen Ha Koiike, 006-
XBAaTHB pyKaMH 60JblUYI0, KAK KOJOKOJ, T0JIOBY.

XoXoT Haj AMOH pPa3HOCHJICS MO BCeil MOAJYHHOHM.

11

K uyesoBeKy M3 CBeTCKHX KPYroB B TaKHX KOMIIaHHSX OT-
HOllleHHe ormnpeaeseHHOe: cMOTpsi mo urpe. Ecau tebe comyrt-
CTByeT yaaua, OJAHO U3 ABYX Tebe obecrneyeHo: JUOO HEHABHUCTH
CaMHX XXe KapTeXXHHUKOB, JIM60 yBaXkeHHe.

Ho ecau Tl HedapTOBBIH, TO BCe TBOH TrpaXAaHCKHe TH-
TyJbl, KaK JPOBHLIKH 1Jisl MOJAKAPKH TBOHX e [BYX MNSTOK:
OT npe3peHUs: TeOe He OTKYMHUTHCA...

Jltoau n1065T W XKaxXAYyT nafeHuss apyroro. s MHOrux
3TO yTellleHHe OT CO6CTBEHHOrO0 HHYTOXKECTBA.

Takue 6yayT roBOpUTbL O MOMOLIH yNaBlieMy, HO OCTYMHB-
merocss 6para AOOBIOT, OHH XKe Ha BCeX yriaax MOTYT pacIi-
HaTbcsA: «He 3aBuayitl» — HO ycnexa cBoeMy xe O6JIH3KOMY
YeJIOBEKY He MPOCTAT U MOTYT JOHTH OO0 OTKPOBEHHOH MECTH.

Axtep ansi UrpokoB OblJ, KaK O6e3JIHYHAs MOJIMHSJAS Hr-
pPyWIKa, HAa KOTODYIO €C/H H o6palalT BHUMaHHeE, TO Korna
CJAY4aiHO CIIOTKHYTCS.

OH 3TO NOHHMAJ, HO KapThl OpPOCHTb He MOT U H3 TojAa B
rol MBIKAaJICs 1O BCeEM ABOPaM H KOMHATaM 3a CBOMM KapTeX-
HbIM KJaHoM. MUX HacyuTbIBaJOCH UeJOBEeK TPUALATh — fO-
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CTOSIHHBIX HIPOKOB — TaKOi HeJleraJbHbfi KJy0, «UJIeHBbI»
KOTOPOTrO H3pedKa OOHOBJSAJHCH: YXOAHJH CTAapHKH, MOSBJISA-
JHCb MOJIOAbIE.

HMye c mepBoro AHs1 BO3BpalleHHs HErJacHO BOLIeJ B Be-
TepaHbl. 1 XoTd urpan He yacrto, 3aHHMaJ B 3TOM OpaTcTBe
CBOE MecCTO.

12

Ha 3ToT pa3 (mpexHIOI KBapTHPy «HaKpblja» MHJIHLHUSA)
Hrpa nepeMecTHJach B AOM CeMHJecsiTHJeTHero ctapuka Hay-
Ma. MIrpokd aJss 3TOro CHs/JM 3aJ M KOMHATy co ABopa. B
3aJie MOCTaBHJH cTOoJ. BTopass KOMHaTta cKpHBaJja ABYyX IO-
JYTOJIbIX AEBHI: BAPYr KOMYy-TO 3axouercs U 3toro. CrapHkK
HayM, BHAHO, 3HAJ, 4TO XOopollee AeJo TOria xopollee, Koria
MPUJUYHO O6GCTABJIEHHO.

B cy66oTHHe Beuepa OOBIYHO COOHpAJIC «ILBET»: CTaBKH
JeJJaJINCh KPYIHbBIE.

Crtoa1 cTOsi/l MOA SAPKOMH JIIOCTPO# C KOJIbLIOM HabJroaarenei
2a cnuHaMH HUrpokoB. Koria oTkpbiBajlach ABepb, HECKOJBKO
roJoB, Kak N0 KOMaHJe, NMOBOPAyHBaJOCb B €€ CTOPOHY, H
MOPOH ChINAJNHUCh WYTKH.

Akrepa Huye ysHaa cpasy. Tor crosin B cTOpOHe OT 3a-
MEpIUHX CIHH H HECKOJbKO BOPOBATO MEPECYHUTHIBAJ KYIIOPHI.
[TocuutaB, NpHJIOXKHJI B pa3zaymbe naJien K rybe; 10Jro o yeM-
TO Pa3MBILJIAJ U 3aTEM CHOBaA cTaJ nepe6HpaTb GAHKHOTHI.

Hue, ¢ ynbl6Koi#l rasinsi Ha CTaporo 3HaAKOMOToO, KOTOPOTo
He BH#les CTOJIbKO JIeT, B3sJICS 3a JdEeHbrH, CJOBHO XOTeJ HX
BLIDBATh.

3amepJsia OT HEOXHJAHHOCTH pYKa akKTepa, OH, BCKHHYB
rinasa, 3actbll. Bce eme gepka Ha Becy OeHbrH, NoKaugad
roJIOBOH: '

— Tocnoau! A mocemen! HeyxXean X 3TO TOT MOH IOHBIH
HNuye?! — OH wHpoko pasbpocas pyKaMH H, HarHyBIIHCb, Ha-
BHCHYB HaJ KOPOTHILIKOH, OOHSAJ ero:

— Kto 661 mMor moaymatb! CKOJBKO JeT!

['os10BBL BOKpYT cTOJIa 0GEPHYJIHCH.

JI:KOH, CHAEBUIMH 3a UTpoOH C cHraperoii B 3yb6ax, couly-
PHB OT AbiMa rJa3, npobacHJ:

— He Buaenucs eue? — 1 cHOBA ylleJ B CBOH TPH KapThl.

Axktep nepxan HMue 3a mjeuyH, ¢ KAKHM-TO BECEJNbEeM CMOT-
pen Ha Hero. OHH celM Ha AWBAH BO3Jle ABEPH BO BTOPYIO
KoMHarty. llITopa Ha He#i MPHOTKpbIJIAch, H BBICYHYJIOCH NydYe-
rja3oe JJUUO MOJIOJAEHbKOH AeBHILBI.

— AX Tbl, MblIKa! — YMOKHYJ BO3[AyX aKTep, WITOpKa
CHOBa MmoexaJla Ha MecTO, CKPbIB SIPKO HaKpallleHHble rJa3sa,
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ryObl, H CKBO3b KOJIBIXHYBLIYIOCS MATEepPHIO MOCJbILIAJI0Ch O0H-
KO€ LIYylIyKaHbe.

...HMlue ¢ axktepoM B urpy Bowau oAHoBpeMeHHO. O6pyObIlI
ceJ cJeBa oT J[»KoHa, OTKHHYJCS HA cTyJe. MeabKOM, HO TNpH-
CTaJIbHO TJISHYJH APYr APYry B rJjasa.

HUrpaso wectp yesoBek. KoJbuo BOKpPYr OCBELLIEHHOTO
JIOCTPOH CTOJIA YMJIOTHHJAOCh. K MOTONKY MOJHHUMAJIUChL Celble
JJOXMBl IbIMa.

Axrep, IIXKOH W CcHAEBLIHH MO ero NMpaBYyK PYKy AJHHHO-
JHUBIA MYXKYHHA CIeJaJii Mo XOA4y.

MNue, ynpsitaB KapTbhl B JIaAOHH, NMPHOTKPHIJI YTrOJKH KaX-
01 U COpOCHJI.

[lepBblii 6aHK B3dJ aKTep, C [eJaHHbIM paBHOAYLIHEM
crpe6 OeHbrH, CJOXHB HX B aKKypaTHyl crtonky. [IpumaBua
MayKOi CHraper U 3aXKHUraJjkom.

Hekas nupamuaka.

[enasi Xxon, aktep NMPHUNOAHHUMAJ CHrapeThl C 3aXKHraJiKoH,
6pas Kymoopy H CHOBAa BOCCTAHABJHBAaJ MHPAMHAIY.

Krto-tO, npourpaBuucek, Bctaa. Ero Mecto ToTyac 3aHsiJj,
Hrpa He npepbiBaJach.

CTaBKH POCJIH.

Han vrpoBbiM CTOJIOM HaBHCJA YyTKas THIIHHA, JHIIb H3-
pellKa NMpepblBaBLIASCS XKEHCKHM XOXOTKOM H3 COCelHeH KOM-
HaThl Ja waramu crapuka Hayma, nmoaHocHBUIEro Urpokam TO
yawky kKode, TO yas.

[1e-To K noJyHOUH HrpaBLUHX oOcCTajoch 4yerBepo: Hue,
JxoH, AKTep H elie QJMMHHOJNHUBIA MOJIOLOH MYXKUHHA.

AkTtep, GPOCHBILIHH Hrpy, HO DELIHUBLIHH MOAOXKAaTh Hue,
3aHSJCA [JEeBHLAMH: 4YTO-TO [AEKJaMHPOBAJ MNOA HX CMELIKH
IIYyTOBCKUM TOHOM. [loTOM OAHYy H3 HHX 3a HeHal0OHOCTBIO
BBICTABHJIH, U OHA TO B4aJsJachb HA [HBaHe, TO 6eCleJbHO
uJsJach no zaJgay, noaparuBasi 60JbLIMMH, BbIBaJHBAIOLIHMH-
cd H3 6rocTraJgarepa rpyasiMH.

Ha kKoHy cob6paJsiach KHUma Kymniop.

Kaptol [IKOHaA Jexanaud Ha croJie nepen HUM. [loAHsIB HX,
MPHUOTKPbLJ, UTO-TO BBICUHUTBIBAS, 3bIPKHYJ HCNOAJM06bs1 HA HMue
H HeOpexXHO COpPOCHJI Ha KOH OKJIEeHHYIO KpeCcT-HaKpecT May-
KY KPYIMHBIX KYMIOp.

HMue oKMHKHYJ moJyJsexaBliylo Ha code aeBuuy. OHa nmon-
HslJlaCb, MOTMPABHB y MPOMEXHOCTH TOHKHE TPYCHKH, 3aBHX-
Jisisia oOHaXXeHHBIMU G6elpaMHu.

— Yro, Mol 3alyoHOK? — CtaJsa mnoane Hue.

— TIlocroii-ka pssaoM. — OH TJsiHYJ1 Ha BePXHIOK KapTy H

nporamuJa mno rJjaad MNOJHPOBAHHOro CTOJIa [ABE Hepacrneya-
TaHHbIE€ TAYKH HA KOH.
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CaenylouHii TyT e cOpPOCHJ KapThl, MoAHs/csi. BTopo#
nocae HMuye, nepe6paB KapTbl, TOXe [ABHHYJ K OaHKy JIBe
MayKH.

JI>KOH, mpoc/iequB 3a ABHXKEHHEM 3TOH MOTeKLIed K KOHY
pyke, 6pocusa urpy, ¢ nobejeBUIUM JIMLOM BbllIeJ H3-3a
CTOJ1A.

Ocraanuch Mue U cuaeBLIMH HANPOTHB AJHHHOJHUBIA MYXK-
YyHHaA C TOHKOH HHTbIO ycOoB. TOT BBIXKHAAWILIE NMOCMOTpeJ Ha
KOpOThILLA. |

Llenkiuid Hanps:KeHHbIH B3rJsA: TrJas3a B rJasa.

[TonaBuB B cebe ctpax, Mue moBtopus X0n.

JITUHHOJHUBIA, CCYTYJNHUBUIHUCH, AOJITO CMOTpPeJ HA BEPXHIOO
KapTy, MOAJOXKHUJ ee MOJA HHUXKHIOW, 3aTeM ApYyryr. Bocnasen-
Hble rja3a 6eraju OT KapT K BBHIpPOCLIeH rope AeHer:

— Hy, naBait yto-Hu6yab! — Pa3aBUHYB yroJiKH KapT, 3J10
WBBIPHYJ HX. JIBe U3 HHUX JierJIM KapPTHHKaMH KBepXy, TPeThbs,
rmonaB B Kyuy JleHer, cMellajJacb C HHMH.

Mue nouyBcTBOBaJI, Kak ryJkKo yaapuJo cepaue: Bce! DTH
IleHbTH, 3Ta ropa [AeHer, 3TH MepeTssHYThle KPeCcT-HAKPeCT TYy-
rHe Mayku NMpHHaAJerKaT Tenepb emy!

3axoTesoCh TMOJIOXKHTb HAa 3Ty TOPKY HdeHer roJioBy, Kak
NpHNagamwT JUUOM K BOJIHYIOLIEH KEHCKOH TpYIH.

[TonaBuB HemocayuwHywo yJabl6ky, HMue oTkuHyJCcs Ha cTy-
Jie, TTOYYBCTBOBAB 3aThIJIKOM MSATKHe TFPYAH BCe elle CTOsIBUIeH
34 €ro CnUHOM JAEBHILbI.

JITUHHOJIUIBIA, CJOBHO OTKJIOYHBIIHChH OT OKPYIKAIOULETO,
B KaKOM-TO NOJAaBJeHHOM pa3lyMbC Bblllles H3-3a cTosa. He
MPOPOHUB HH CJIOBA, CCYTYJsCb ao6pes A0 ABepH, 3ab6biB 3a-
KPbITh 32 cO60H, CKPBIJICA B HOYH.

CJyeioM JeJlaHHO-HecNelIHOH NOXOAKOH Bbiluea JI»KOH.

Hue ¢ 1HKOBaHbeM npHHUMAaJ 3TO lLIlecTBHe NOOGeXXKAeHHBbIX
UM OOJIbLIUX JIIOAHIIEK, KOTOpble eCJH He OTKPOBEHHO, TO B
Aylle CYUTAJH €r0 HHUYTOXKHBIM U BTOPOCOPTHBIM.

M ceilyac oH cJ0OBHO Boccenas Ha TPOHe, @ K €ro Horam
nobe:x1eHHble Bparu c6pacbiBajd CBOH OTNO30peHHble 3HAMeHa.
Eure HekoTOpoe BpeMsi OH CMakoBaJ YAOBOJIbCTBHE OT IO-
6ebl, OCTaBasicbh 3a CTOJIOM, B LleHTPe KOTOPOTO BO3BhIIIAJIACD,
no6GJeckuBasi MOJA JIOCTPOii, BHYIIHTeJNbHAss ropa OaHKHOT.

M nnakanun kapmanbl [IKOHa ¥ OCTaJIbHBIX!

[leBuua, Bce ellle CTOSIBIIAS HAaj HHUM, KOLIAYbH MSTKO 00-
HsJla ero CO CIHHH, JbCTHBO 3aypuaJja Ha yXo:

— Buauub, Kakas s ygauauBas?

— YnauauBasi,— CyXoBaTbiIMH ry6amMd npousHec Hue u
KHBHYJ1 Ha 6ecrnopsiloYHO BBICHBIUYIOCSI Kyuy AeHer. — Chenaii
KakK Halo.
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JleBiilla ¢ TOTOBHOCTBIO CeJla 3a CTO., O6eHMH XKeJTbIMI
NOJd CBETOM JIIOCTPbl pykaMH cTaja crpebaTb [dEHbIH.

— ¥x tbI! CKOJBKO HX! — BOCTOpXKEHHO TOpeJiH ee TrJa-
3a. — Bor 310 1 nonumaw! — Kaszagaoch, 6yab 3TO BO3MOX-
HbIM, OHA OKYHYJacb 6bl B 3Ty TOPKY C TOJIOBOH H KymnaJjach
B VTOJSIIOLIEM LIeJecTe KYMiop.

B 1Bepsix co 1IBeiillapCKOH BaXKHOCTbIO CTOSIJT XO35IHH 10Ma
ctapuk Hayw.

— [Hexa, wamnanckoro! — Mye BeJHKOAYUWIHBIM KeCTOM
6pocHJ KOPOTKOH KYKOH.

— Cuaywatch! — 1aKeHCKH KO3bIpHYJ TOT.

— Jen! IIlamnauckoro! — JleBHlle 3a CTOJIOM, BHAHO, IO-
HpaBHJach TaKasi KOMaHaa U OHA, CJOBHO 6pbl3raschb, noabpo-
CHJIa HaJ CTOJIOM KHNY JeHer.

llITopka B coceaHeli KOMHaTe pa3iBHHYyJacb, H B JIBepsX
cTaJ B3JOXMAauyeHHBbIH akTep.

Y Hero 6bLJIO ycCTaJ0-CcYaCTJAHMBOEe JH1O, 6YATO OH XHUPYPr
U TOJbKO 4YTO BBILIeJ U3 OMePAlUOHHOH, rlae 1nocje CJA0XKHeH-
lefi omMmepalMH Crac YblIO-TO BHCEBLIYID HA BOJIOCKE KH3Hb.

«XHpypr» 3BOHKO 3aCTerHyJl 3aMOK Ha UIHPHHKe H MO-
AKTePCKH H3SUIHO BCKHHYJ PYKOI:

— Hen! llamnanckoro!

13

— o yrtpa — 3mech! — xo03siicku  pacnopsiauicsa Hue,
YrOCTHB MOJAOLIEAUIYI0 K CTOJNY AeBHIYy 3BYYHBIM LUJENKOM MO
oOHaXxeHHOMY Genpy. |

— DbanoBuuk! — OHa KOKeTJIMBO BCKHHYJIa NMOAOGOPOAKOM.

Ee moapyra, Toxe B TpycHKax, 6loctrajrepe U TydJasax Ha
JJIMHHBIX TOJIBIX HOrax, JiexaJa Ha code, 3a6pOCHB Ha MOMI-
HATYI0 KOJIEHKY HOTry, M BepTeja OCTPbiM KPAaCHBIM HOCKOM
Ty QJIH.

— Tlocnopa! Kywate nogaHo! — B KovHaTy ¢ LIHNsLIEH
CKOBOPOJKOIl BTekJa cyTtyJas ¢urypa crapuka Haywma.

HMue, akTep, X035fIMH H [Be [eBHLbI PACCENHCh 3@ CTOJIOM.
CKoBOpOaKa JerJia Ha cepeluHy, rie clie HelaBHO BbICHJIACh
CTOMKAa [JeHer.

Ha satocTpe BBIKPYTHJIM napy JaMmouyeK, MSITKHH NMOJyMmMpak
pacTekcs N0 KOMHare.

YokHyJauch 32 nobeny.

[Tnau.

...CyeTHJics CTapHK, NMOAHOCS HOBble 3aKYCKH, MOAHORBJIASA
CTOJI.

— Tanubl! — Xuonnyn B naaond Muye. Boccenas Bo riase
CTOJIa, C XMeJbHBIMH TJla3aMH, OH IMOXOAHWJ Ha HUTPYLIEYHOrO
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lapbKa, MpHKAa3bl KOTOPOrO BBIMOJHAMUCE TVT JKe H C 0CO-
OCHHEIM yCCpAHEM.

Pasmeras THUIHHY 3aroJIOCHBIIHE Ha BCIO TPOMKOCTb Mar-
HIITO(OH.

— JlaBafite! [Nosenbkrirvi! ToabKO roJleHbkHMH! — noro.a-
puBaa HMue. IlepBoii BbIMOpXHyJa H3-3a cTOJIa MNyyersaasasi C
cUrapeTtoil B MJJIMHHBIX naJbuaXx. BCKHHYB pyKH, 3aKpbljia rJia-
3a M, CJTOBHO B KaKOM-TO TpaHCe, Onucasja MelJeHHbIH KpYT.
BbigepHysa H3-3a ctojla noapyry, c6pocHB ¢ cebs GlocTraJ-
Tep, 3aBUJACh BOKPYT Hee, CKOJIb3s 10 ee TeJy AJUHHBIMH, KaK
BHHOTpPa1HHbI, COCKAMH.

Crapuk Haywm, nomaBunch Bnepen, octosbeHes, rjasa ero
OKpyrJaujucb. He murasi, oH BcacbiBaJjicsl ria3aMu B ObloLIHE
Mo BO3AyXy OO6Ha)eHHble TpyAH. [IpOrHYBUIHMH PpyKaMH OH
nJjecHysa cebe BOAKH, 3aJMOM BbINHJI.

— O3xma!l Tpa-ag-aa! — M 6pocuiics B KpPyr K JdeBHLAM,
3a10JIMJI, 3aBHJICSI MOAJEe HHUX NMOA TPOMKHH XOXOT.

AxTep BbITHpaJ 6JiecTeBlIHE OT CJie3 rJjasa, TPOMKO CMOD-
KaJcs.

[TocMeunBaJics Ha cBoeM TpoHe Hue.

— JaBaii, Mapk! — C kKypaxeM OH NOAHAJ 6GOKa.l.

— Dbynem! — oTBeTH/1 TOT CKBO3b 3aTHXAKOWIHH CMeX.

HNue, onopoxHuB 60KaJ, OTLIBHIPHYJ 3a CIHHY, TOT, yAad-
PDHBILIHCH O NOJ, CO 3BOHOM pasJieTelsICs.

Crapuk Haym moJsizan B HOrax OOGHaXKeHHbIX TAHUYIOLIHX
JeBHI, 3aKaThiBaJ IJa3a, KaJAHbIMH PYKaMH CKOJb3HJ IO TO-
JbiM 6eapaM, TAHYJCS K TPYASM.

— Hcenute 1o ana! Hcuepnats! McuepnaTh ce6s U XU3HB!
Bce ocranpHoe uyenyxa! — cKB0O3b MYy3bIKy paccraBusa Hue, or-
KHHYBIIUCH HA ctynae. — [la#i curapery, Mapk.

— Tol e He KypHlUb,— NMPOCTO CKa3aJ akKTep, HO C Tro-
TOBHOCTbIO PacCKpbiJl Nayky H npotsaHya Hue.

Curapera B ry6ax o6py6bilia nokasajach HeOObIYHO AJHH-
HOH, COTBOPHB M3 HEro roJoBacToro 60JibLIOr0 pebeHKa.

HMuye Hersy60KO 3aTsHYJCH, BBIMYCTHJ pa3)KeBaHHble Ty-
6aMH KJy6bl AbIMA.

— Hcuepnaunniit yenosek.. Bor! — OH mocTaBHJ JIOKOTH
Ha CTOJ, cHUrapera, 3a)artas MexX JABYX IaJblleB HCXOAHJA
TOHKOH CH30#H CTpyHKO#. — OcTajibHOE... — OH He JOTOCBOPHJ:
OllHa H3 MAeBHI, 061aB ero 3amaxoM [AyXOB, cejJla Ha KOJIEHH,
NPUJBbHYB BOJIHYIOLEHCA TPYIAbIO.

HeBuua ocmorpesa Jauuo Hue, nbsiHO mpoBOpKOBaJa:

— B nepBHI# pa3 ¢ TaKUM MaJIeHbKHM.

— ¥ MeHs He MageHbkuii! — HMue otr6pocun curapery. —
Y MeHs BOT Takoi! — OH pe3Ko NPOCYHYJ MEXIYy ee HOT py-
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Ky, H JeBHLA OKa3aJacb HA HeH, KaK Ha JAepeBSHHOH JAO-
majke.

Ho Ta, 6yaro storo u xpajna, o6XBaTHB TOJCTYIO pyKy Hue
CBOMMH [BYMs, CHJbHEe MpHKaJa ee K NMPOMEXKHOCTH, 3aKa-
‘TUJIA TJasa.

O6GopBaJjach My3blKa.

— Hy, napHo-naaio! — Mue BbigepHys kuctb. — Mau. $1
‘cenyac...

CoKpylleHHO BbIAOXHYB, OHA CMOPXHYJa C KoJieH o6py6bl-
uia, 3aBUXJsiIa OKPYIJBIMH SITOJHLUAMH, KOTOpble OTCBEYHBAJIH
B NOJiyMpakKe, KaK 30JOTUCTble anejbCHHBI.

OHa BollJa B COCENHIOIDO KOMHATy, CO 3BOHOM 3alepHyJa
wtopy. CKpUnHyJia KpoBaTb. 3a MOAPYrOd CKOJIb3HYJa BTOpas
JeBH1IA.

Crapuk Haywm, nmosmyJsexaBlldii Ha KpacHOM MnaJiace, Bpa3
JIMUIUBUIMACA YyAOBOJILCTBUS TJIAAHTb XKEHCKHE HOXKH, COKpY-
LLIEHHO TPOMKO B3JOXHYJI:

— 9x! TpyaHo xutb 6e3 nucroJeral.. Kcratu,— pasBa-
JIUBLIHCH HA MOJY, KaK CTapblid JIEHUBBIH KOT, OH MOJAHAJ IJa3a
Ha Hue, 6yaTO K X038iCKOMY cTOJYy 3a pbiOKOiH. — KcraTtH, re-
HepaJ, nuctoJeT Tebe He HyXeH? HoBeHbkuii! «Banabrep». [IBe
000HMBI...

Hue npucraabHO nocMOTpeJs Ha BaJsIBIIErOCS HAa KPacHOM
naJgace 06J1€3/10r0 «KOTay:

— Hy, naBai. I[locmorpum, uto y Tebs 3a mnyuwkKa,— H
ycMexHyJicsi. — Haymbly, y Te6si, HaBepHOe, H TaHK HMeeTcs?

— Tanka Her,— HeBo3MyTuMO oTBetuJ Haym. — Ho napy
rpaiat — mory... Hano? \

— He nago. — O6py06hilll ¢ aKTEPOM paccMesiJHCh.

— Xo03d94H — 6apdH... A To 66l U rpaHAaTH MOXHO... — OH
KPSXTsl MOAHSJCS], Yepe3 mapy MHHYT BepHYJICS B 3aJ C 60Jib-
LIHM TPSMUYHBIM CBEPTKOM.

PacuuctuB nepen HMue kpait ctosa, pa3BepHyJ 3eJ/eHbIi
6apXaTHbIH JOCKYT.

[lon cBerom JroCTpbl 6JieCHYJIO YepHOe BOPOHEHOe AYJO.

HNue ¢ KakuM-TO BeceJblM YAOBOJBCTBHEM MOBepTes] MHC-
TOJIeT B pyKax, MPHUIJAAHJ CBEpPKAIOLIHH KOpnycC:

— CumnaTdHuyHas wtyyka! — He nepecraBaJjl OH JOO0BATH-
cs. — Mapk, a nouemy J0OAH TakK JOOAT opyxHe... I 4yyBCT-
BYIO: Yy MeHsl poxa, OYATO s He MHUCTOJIeT, a MOJIOJeHbKHe
JeBUYbH CHUCBKH JlacKaw. Takue, 3Haellb, 6eJleHbKHe, YIIpYTHE.
A 310 He cucbku. CoBceM He CHCbKH. M Hao6opoT: cHceyku
Te6s1 MOJIOUKOM HAKOPMSAT, XKH3Hb JAaAyT, a4 3Ta UITYKOBHHA
eCJIH YTOCTHT, TO TOH KH3HH H He CTaHer.

Crapuk HayM rJaynoBaTto yJbi6aJicsi: Bo3bMeT OG6pYObIlI
-«TOBap» HJH He BO3MeT.
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AKTep, cUeNnHUB Ha CTOJe AJHHHbIE XOJeHble MaJblbl, CJYy-
maJi.

Mue uepeMOHHO, CJOBHO XPYMNKYK BeUHIY, MOJOKHJ MHC-
TOJIET HA 6apXOTKY.

— S, denoBek, J106J110 3TO OpyXHe TMOTOMY, UYTO s —
wyT! MHe HpaBUTCS ObITb CHJbHBIM, MOTyulecTBeHHbIM! HeJo-
BeKy HpaBHUTCsi ObiTb borom! BoT s noaepxasa nucroser W
BracTteJUHOM cebsi moyyBcTBOBaJ... Iyt — uyenoBek!

— Tak 6epewib? — He yTepneJs CTOSIBIIMA Haa HUM Haywm..

— Dbepy. O6oxato cuceuku!

JloroBopu/uCh O l1€eHe.

— [lonoxu B maker, rae aeHbru! — 6pocua Hue.

Haym 3a60T/aHBO, CJOBHO TeJieHaJ MJajeHua, 3aBepHyJT
MUCTOJIET B TPAMHULY, OTOLUEJ OT CTOJA.

CnpsTaB Opy»XHe H [eHbrd, BepHYJCS 3a CBO#i CTOJ, C
paspelieHUs] BBIMHJ PIOMKY H C XJIIONAOUWHMH rJa3aMH CTal
BCJYLIHBATbCS B Pas3roBoOp.

— Opaun myapeu onpeaeausa,— ropopun Hue,— mupom
JBHXeT JIO00Bb U TOJIO. '

— Jlo6oBb U rosoja ABHKeT MHpoM! — ¢ madocom MpPOHU3--
Hec akTep. ‘

— Mupom aBuxkeT cTpax. — HMue cJ0XKHJI HA CTOJIEe KOPOT-
KHe KOCTHUCTble PYKH.

— Moxer 6bITb,— AbIMUJ Mapk.

— Mupom aBHraa u aBuxer crpax. Ho 3To aBuXKeHue B
o6paTHYI0 CTOPOHY OT mponacTd. YesoBeK He A0JKeH YXOAUTh
OT TNpOMNacTH, OH [OJIXKeH MNPOHTH yepe3 Hee. ToJbKO Toraa
OH OT Hee OCBOOOIUTCH.

AxTep, ci0BHO 3a06bIB O CBOeH cHrapere, C HeCKpbiIBA€MbIM
YAUBJEHHEM, CJOBHO He Yy3HaBaJ YTO-TO [NaBHO 3HAKOMOe,.
cMoTpen Ha Hue: ‘

— Hy, nasaii-naBaii,— c HHTepecOM PpacTSHYJ OH.

— $1 Te6sa noHsia,— ycMmexHyJacs He3no Mue. — Jla, ot Toro
Hue ocranocy oano umsa. M neiictButensHo ums... Hy, nanno.
51 npocto Te6e xouy ckasaTb, uero Gbl XOTeJ 4YesJoBeK. BepHee,.
KaKas peJIUrusa crnacJja 6bl ero.

— U kakasq?

— Bce pesuruu rpo3sit nponacTthblo, BHYLIAIOT CTpaxX nepen
HeH, YBOAAT OT Hee M TeM CaMbiM JensT U3 yesJoBeKa paba.
Mbul Bce pa6bl nponactd. Pa6bl cTpaxa.

— MoxeT 6bITb, MOXeT ObITb,— C JIOGOMBITCTBOM MNpPOTENT
akTep, OOJIOKOTHBLUHCH O CTOJI.

— Ckaxu, Mapk, ecau Ttebe OyayT NpHHALJNEXaTb BCe
caMble KpacCHBble XXEHIUWHbl, a OJHA, BCEro OJHa-eqHHCTBEH-
Has, HO KOTOPYIO Thl 60Jblle BCEeX XOuellb, He COTPeeT TBOIO
Ayuly, Thl CMOXelllb CUHTaTb ce6s CYACTJIHUBLIM? |
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— Hert, koHeuyHo.

— UYTO CKOJIb3HYJO MHMO, YK€ HHKOrja He OydeT TBOHM.
TO, UTO yuIJo0, yuao 6e3Bo3BpatHo. M1 HHYeM 3TOro He BepHYTh
U He U3MeHHUTb. Tak?

— A TBOi1 KpecTHHK He 3psi Tebe naJs Takoe HM.

— Ot Hero Bce W nouwyo... Hy smaaHo... Tak Bce Xe: Kak
HCNHUTh He MpHHALJNeXalulylo, HO XeJlaHHylO Tebe JI0OOOBb?
HUcnute 1o gHa. Uto6 motom He OblJIO 60JH OT HeCOBIBLIETO-
cs?... Tol 3Haelwb, 4YTO Takoe 00Jb OT HecOBIBLIErocs?

— Hy, a KoMy Kak He akKrepy 3HaTb 06 3TOM? X, Hue,
Hue! Kakue poau s Mmeutan coirpath. M1 Mor 6bl. Ho cHauasa
He JaBaJjid, a Tenepb YXe MO3AHO. YXKe «He HCINHTb», KaK THI
TOBOPHUIb, 3Ty «JIOOGOBbY...

— Peaurusa ucuepnanHoro uesioBeka! Bor uto morio 6bl
crnactH yesioBeka! M1 Becb 66 MHp H3MeHHJCs!

Crapuk Haym HenoHHMamUIUMH COHHBIMH rJia3aMH MOTIJIsI-
AblBaJ TO HA akKTepa, To Ha Hue, 3achbinas, KjaeBajJ HOCOM.

HMue npourpbiBas HOXKOM, HHKeJHPOBaHHOe Je3BHe OTOpa-
CbIBAJIO OCTpble OJIUKH.

— Peanrua HcyepnaHHOro 4YeJIOBeKa, TOJBKO OHA MOXKeT
CNaCTH J0JeHd,— NpoaoJxaJna o6pyObilll,— HcyeprnaTb B OJHOH
JIIOOBH JI060Bb BCEX CaMblX KpacHBBIX XeHUHH. He ucnus
H OIHOH KalJi, UCIHTb BCIO pPA3JIUTYIO B MHpe CJaJOCThb H
HacJaaxaeHue. Kopoue, He uMess — HMeTb, He BO3BpalllasiCb —
BEePHYTbCsA, He yOHBass — yOHTb, He HCNBITAB HHYEro — mepe-
JKHUTb Bce!

— Hy 1o paews! — nponen akrep. — M Kak e 3TO: He
nepexHuBasi — MepexXKUTh?

BkoHen pasomJeBLIHi OT BOAKH, Haym 3acHys, KiloHYB
JHULUOM, elBa He BJIeNnuJcsi J60OM B CBOI Tapelky. TyT xe,
BHINPSIMHUBIIKCH, KaK po6OT, BOMpollarollie-COHHBIMH TJa3aMH
TIPOLLIeJICS IO CYMPayHOH KOMHaTe.

— $ — cnaTb,— XMeJbHO yCMeXxasicb Haja coOOH, OTMax-
HYJICSl OH, TPY3HO BbI6paJics H3-3a CTOJIA.

HNue cmesscs. Akrtep, CJI0BHO 03a00YeHHBIH KaKOH-TO Ha-
BSI3UHBOH MBICJIbIO, BSIJIO YJBIOHYJICS.

Crapuk MJOTHO TNPHKPBII 3a cOGOH ABEpb.

AKTep, mo-npexHemMy O 4eM-TO AyMas, KaJqHO KYpHIJI.

— JlaBaii eme, uto au? — OH BAPYT MJECHYJ B PIOMKH, He
noxupascb Mue, TOPONJUBO CTYKHYJ CBOHM OOKaJOM O ero
H TakK 3Ke ObICTPO BHIMUJI.

Kypua ray6oko 3aTaAruBasicb, TOYHO CMAKOBaJl aHally.

— Ecau 6 370 6BLJIO BO3MOXHO: «...He BO3BpalllasiCh —
BEPHYTbCH...» — BBIAOXHYJ OH. — EciH 6 3TO 6blJIO BO3MOXK-
HO! — OH O6JIOKOTHJICS JIOKTSIMH O CTOJI, CXKaB JIaJJOHSIMH BHC-
ku. — Ecin 6 310 6blI0 BO3MOXKHO! — OH mnoausn Ha Hue
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MbsiHbiC, 3aTyMaHeHHble c/1e30i riasa. — Ho 370 HeBO3MOXKHO!
Hiuero He BepuyTtb. Hukoraa HHYero He BepHYTb H He H3-
MCHHTBL. BOT Thl cefiuac cHAHWb CO MHOH, Nbellb, AyMaellb
PO MeHs, 4TO s 4esoBeK, a g He yedoBek! — OH NbAHO MOKa-
yaa nadblieM. — 1 raal!... 0 or cbiHa cBoero orkasaJcs. OH
60JablHbiM poauJcs. S HHUKoraa He roBopHJ... A Tebe CKaxy,
XO0Tb Ayllly BbIMOXKY... Te6e MOXHO.. Mbl ero B O6OJbHHIE
OCTaBHJIH.

HMue 3amep, Kakasi-To ocTpasi joraaka INpoXrJja MO3T.

— Hy ¥ 4TO ¢ 3THM CBIHOM? — CnpaBHJIC OH C COOOIi.

— He 3naw. Mb He cnpawuBanau... Heab3s OblJIO ero
HaM. [loHumMaewb, Mbl Belb BHAHAsl CeMbs,— CTaJ HEPBHH-
yaTb OH. — Bu-upnas. Eue O6bl: My — HU3BECTHBIH BeJHKHH
aKTep, XXeHa TOXe KPYMHblii HayaJbHHK. TakUM pa3Be MOXKHO
ypoaua?! ITosop!... A ¢ Bo3pacToM CBOHX MepTBelLOB JIOOHTb
HaudHaewb. Mewb ux... A, MOXKeT, OH H HE yMep? — TSAXKeJO0
BBIJOXHYB, OH MaxHyJ pykoi.— Pacnsara. A ¢ apyroi cro-
pPOHBI, MoayMaellb, 4To Obl Mbl C HHUM MOTIJH cleaaTb? Bce
paBHO Bellb...

Ho Hue yxxe He cablian. MaleHbKOMY LlApbKYy Ha TpPOHe
BCIIOMHHJICS CHELHHTEePHAT, YBUAEJUCh NepeKolleHHble B 3J10-
6e JMua BOCHHTaTeseld, KOTOpble, NPHAABHB ero JHIOM K
JJUHHOMY O6GeleHHOMY CTOJ1y, NMOJOCOBAaJIU CIHHY THOKHM MpYy-
TOM: 3a nob0er.

B ywax craJs NOCBHCT 3TOTO TOHKOrO, KaK TpOC, MpyTa H
MoKa3aJioch, YTO M ceiyac CNHHY BbDXKrjaa 060Jib OT ero o6-
JKHUTramllero U pBYyILIEro KOxy ynapa.

HMue ToponauBO croJsi3 co cTyJa, nepeBaJuBasicb C HOTH
Ha HOTY KOPOTKHMH HOXKAaMH, 3aCeMeHHJ K [BepH.

— A THL...? — NbSHO YAHBHJCS aKTep.

— A — a! — pe3ko 6pocun HMue. BcnmoMHHB mpo maker ¢
JeHbraMH, O0CTajJ ero H3-3a TyYMOOYKH MOJA TeJIeBU30OPOM H,
TaKk »Xe He rJsiigs Ha Mapka, TOJIKHYJ [BEpb.

— Tak nomoxnau, u s... — npobopmoTtaa ToT. — BMecTe u
noiiieM.— OH MedJIeHHO, CJIOBHO CXBAaTHJIO CIIHHY, MOJHSAJCS
CO CTyJIa.

I'pomko ynapusa aBepb.

AKTep, TOYHO COUTHIH BOJIHOH, OceJl Ha MeCTO, OTKHHYB-
LIlICh Ha CTYyJe, CBECHJ PYKH NJeTbMHU. [J1a3a ero g0Jro nbsHO
UIapUJH TOJ CEPbIM MOTOJKOM CYMpPauyHOH KOMHAaTHI.

AKTep HAKJOHHJCS K CTOJY, HAJHJ BOAKH.

BbinuB, oTTEp JallOHBIO POT U TMOBEPHYJ JIHIO K COCeIHeM
KOMHare:

— OJii, MaTpellKH, a HY-Ka HAHTe K yYesJoBeKy... Cmar...
yTto JH... cyku! Cefiyac... — nokauyuBasiCb, €lBa He COpPBaB C
JBEepH LUTOPY, OH BBAJHJICS K [A€BHIIAM B KOMHAaTy, HO yepe3
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MHHYTY TOJ PYraHb 1 1IyM BblJeTe] H3 Hee H PacTSAHYJCA Ha
0.1y y KPOMKH KpacHOro naJaca.

14

He pas6upasi 1oporu, TOPONJHBO CeMEHHUJ 110 HOUHbIM YJH-
uam Hue.

OOpbIBKH MbicJeil H BOCIOMHHAHHII KasaJuCb MNPYTbIMH,
pacceKaBlIUMH MO3T.

[loMmaxuBasi makeToM Cc JeHbraMu, o6pyObill MOUYTH GerkaJl.

CHoBa Gexcau.

Kak 6exas Korpa-to H3 CHeuUHHTepHaTa, Kak OexaJa oT
cebs, U cefyac TOPOMHUJICA YHTH OT YHHUTOXKABLIEro AyLlIy BOIM-
poca: Akrep... Henb3st ypoaua... A Bapyr 3Tum ypoauem 6bln
oH — Hue. ¥Ypoaua! ¥Ypoaua! Ypoaua!

O6xBaTHUB TryjeBlLIyIO, KaK KOJOKOJ, TOJOBY, He 3ameuas
H caM, copBaJcs Ha Oer.

Bexan He BUASI MNYJbCHPYIOLLYIO MOJ HOraMH TYCKJIO
OCBelleHHYI0 aopory. MbICJH TeMH XKe CTaJbHHIMH NPYTbSIMU
pacceKaJii MO3T B KPOBb.

ManeHbKHH LlapeK NeTJsiJl B HOYH, KaK YePHbIH XYYOK MO
H3BHJIHCTOH AOPOIKKe.

OH xoTesn cne3, HO Aylia OblJa MycTa, Kak BblJAH3aHHas
MHCKA TOJIOLHOIO HHTEPHATOBLA.

[lapek He 3ameTHJI, KaK NJsWyILass MAOPOKKa Viepaach
B OETOHHYIO CTEHKY.

HMue c pasbera ynapuJicsi 0 CTeHy JIMLOM, COCKOJIb3HYJ Ha
3eMJI10.

[lakeT ¢ [geHbraMd H TIHCTOJETOM, OTJIeTeB OT CTEHH,
TpOXHyJics psinioM. JlecsTOK Kyniop BbIBAaJHJHCh U3 HEro H Je-
)KaJsu Bpasbpoc. HeBnajeke TycKJO mnoG6JieCKHBaJ BbiIMaBLIHH
M3 MakKeTa «BaJbTepP».

HMue noaHsia rsaasza K HOYHOMY Heby, KOTOpOe CJIOBHO uep-
Hasi MOBSI3Ka, 3aKpbiBaJia YbH-TO I.1a3a.

M cHoBa oH mnokasaJjicsi cebe TeM 3BePbKOM, KOTOPBIH,
nonaB B JIOBYLIKY, MeTaJcsi N0 AHY, pa3buUBasicb O Henpeoao-
JIUMble CTeHbl He HaXO[sl BbIX0/aA.

W Han siMO#t KaTHUJ XOXOT.

«3a urto, 'ocmoau?» — Ilapek c6pocHJl B3rJsin C 4YepHOH
rorotaBuied 6e31HHI.

Hlyrt. )Kaakuii cmexoTBopHblii yponel. [lo-6e-auteds...

HNue cupen Ha 3eMJe, NpHBAJHUBLUHCh CMHHOH K CTEHKe.

Be3MosBHasi U 6ecnoie3Hast HOUb.

[TucroJer.

OH TOJIBKO cefiyac 3aMeTHJI, UTO YK€ C MHHYTY HEOTPbIBHO
CMOTDHT Ha YepHbIH NPU3BLIBHHIHA OJeck opyxHus. OH NMOTsHYJ-
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ca 3a nuM. Co CTpaHHblM CMNOKOHCTBHEM CTaJ pPacCYHTHIBATH,
Kak Jl1y 4 1l e caeaartb 3TO.

ITpHJIOKHIT AYJIO K BHCKY.

M Bapyr B mo3ry Bo3HHK o6pa3 crapua. BcnomHusach ero
CrOKOHHas cTpaHHas yJablOka. Kak cBeTdALIHIl BAAJH MasiuoOK.

UTo roBopHJia OHa U KyJaa 3BaJar...

15

...Ho kak o6bluHO ObIBa€T HA 3TOH 3eMJe?

Kpacusbiit x04eT, yT06 KpacHBBIM OblJl TOJIBKO OH.

YpoanuBbIil HILET YPOACTBO BO BCEM.

CyacTJHBbIH MO3aBUAYET CYACTbIO APYroro.

HecuacTHblii moXKeJaaeT CTpaAaHHH OCTAJbHbIM.

YHUKEHHDbIH XKaxXAeT MajeHHus BCeX.

...KTo 3Haer W3 yero Hcxoausaa 3jgo6a Kartepunol. Moxer
ObiTb, MPHAYMbIBasi ouepeJHOe HaKa3aHHe H IOBeJeBas, OHA
Ka3aJjacb cebe Takoil e HOpPMaJbHOHMH, KaK H BCe CBO-
60aHble JIIOIH.

B npeaBKylleHHH YAOBOJILCTBHS, CLENHUB 3a CIIHHOH KOpf-
Bble PYKH, OHA BbILIaruBaja BJAOJb LIEPEHrH AeBYLIeK, KOTO-
pble MO ee NMPHUKa3y BBICTPOUJHUCH B CMaJibHe.

[lepen mepeHroi, Kak nepen COJAATCKHUM CTPOeM, ONMYCTHB
roJoBy, crosina OkcaHa.

KaTbka BbIIaruBajla MHMO COCPeNOTOYEHHBIX JIHI[, ee
TalKH BO BpeMs XOAbObl wWJjenajsd no 60CBIM NATKaM, H3da-
Bas YaBKAIOUIHH 3BYK.

OHa ocTaHOBHJIaChb BO3Jle «BHHOBATOH», BIEMUBLIUCH B BO-
JIOCHl Ha 3aThlJKe, AepHYyJa K CIHHE:

— IlpsiMo rasau! — psABKHYB, OHA OOHAaXHJa KEJNTbIH Psil
MOKDbBIX OT CJIIOHBI 3y6OB.

— Bopwora! — KaTepuHa npolunach B3rJsiAOM MO LIepeH-
re, TOYHO TmpoluynaJja ee; 6GoJie3HeHHble OAYTJOBaThle JHLA
CMEHSJINCb OOBLIKHOBEHHBIMH, HOPMAaJIbHbIMH, KOTOpble B 3TOH
yepele Ka3aJHUCh CJHYYaHHBIMH.

— Ona cBopoBasa y Haramku HOCKH! — IOKJazAbiBaja
KartepuHna.

— $1 He BopoBasa! — Bcxaunuysa OkcaHa.

— A nouemy Toraa B TBoel TyM6OYKe?

— He 3Hao! MHe He HYXHBl HHUYbH BOHIOUHE HOCKH!

— Bontoune? Harauka, a Hy aasaiil

M3 wepenrn Bhila moJMHAs AeBOYKA CO CroOJ3aBliefl MO
noa60poaKy cJoHOH. [IpoTsHyJ/Ma TIpsA3HOro IBETa HOCKH.

KaTbka nmomHec/sa HX K HOCY, CMODIIHJIACh.

— Ha kpoBath ee! — Gpocuyaa «aTaMmaHlia», H yepe3 ce-
KyHay K OKcaHe MeTHYJIOCh HECKOJIbKO IEBYIIEK.
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3aMenbKaad pPYKH, MOCbINAJHCh BO3rJjacbl. YlapHuJa 3BYK
nolleydHbl. Bo3Hs mpoaoJikajsach HECKOJBbKO MHHYT.

OxcaHa Jiexxasla cO CBSI3aHHBIMH DPYKaMH M HOTAMH.

PacTpenaHHble «HCMOJHHUTENH» TMepeBOAs AblXaHHe OCMaT-
piBaJHu CBOIWO pabory.

— Dbynewn xeBaTb! — KaTbKa WIBBIPHYJia HOCKH B JHIIO.

M cHoBa, TOYHO OXOTHUYKH HA TpaBJe, HAa 3aBsI3aHHYIO
HaKHHYJIHCh MOCJYLIHble HCMIOJHUTEJNbHHUIBI.

OxkcaHa crtucHyJda 3y6Ob. KTo-TO nepexBaTua el ropJo,
YbU-TO MaJblbl, CTApasiCb pa3xaTb POT, ALIPSBHJHU TyObl.

OkcaHa pBaJa roJioBoH, yBoauaa poT. Kro-to ynapua ee
no JIMLY, BUENHJICS B BOJOCHI.

— OrcTaBuTb! — BAPYr  CcTeraHyJa OT [ABEPH MYXKCKOH
roJioc.

— IlIpekpatutp camocyn! — BCKHHYB pyKy, HHTEpPHATOB-
CKHH cTOpoX PUJIMNN 3aXpoMaJ Mo IJHUHHOMY NMPOXOAYy K 3a-
mepwuM Hag OKcaHOH AeByLIKaM.

— Ilownn! — norHas OH HMX M HE3dMeTHO TMOAMHTHYJI
Kartbke.

CraB Haa kKpoBaTblo OKcCaHBI, NOCMOTpeJ Ha MepeBsi3aH-
Hble PYKH H HOTH.

— He O6oiicsa! — xpoMoii cKJIOHHJCA Hajn Hed. — Buauuin,
1 Tebs cmaca. Cefiuac pasBskeM. — OH MOTSHYJ 32 KOHeIL
BEPEeBKH U THXO NMPUGABUI: — A TeTpPdUKy 51 MOKa HHKOMY... A
TO Belb s 3HaK: OHH MoryT Te6s ¥ B [lOM HHBAJHIOB, €CJH
YTo...

JlopoxXKu cJie3 GJiIeCHYJIH Ha ee IleKax.
16

Pab6oTy Ha KoJioaue AOTOBOPHJIHMCH OTJIOXKHTb AHS Ha TpH.
CHayaJsla pelwHJH NoAbicKaTh 1js HMue noaxoasiuit LOMHK,
U ellle Ha10 OBJIO cbe3auTh B [loM pebeHKa.

— Tak Toponullbcsi Tyaa? — MOUHTEPECOBAJCS CTapHK.

— Hapgo npo neHbrd BHISICHUTb. Beab HeEMaso s1 UX BbHI-
cjas. — XoTs1 3TO U OblJIO NpaBAOH, HO B Ty CEKYHAY 06pyObilI
AyMaJ O HellaBHeEM pa3roBope C aKTepOM: «...B pOAJOMeE OCTa-
BHJIH... ypoAla HeJb34d...»

Hawsace u mamuHa. Crapuk nompocuJ cocejla.
YTpoMm, kKak W JoroBopuauch, HMue ¢ coceackum napHeMm
Haszapom Bolexaau k Jlomy pebeHka.

CosHue KapabkaJjiocb B He6O, KaK TapaHTYJL.

3a OKHaMH aBTOMOOHJIS CTPEMHTEJbHO MeJbKAaJH COHHble
TOMOJISI, Cepblii acdaJsbT ¢ NOCBUCTOM LIeJjecTes MNOJH KoJe-
CaMH.
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Jlo cenenus, rae Haxoausacs [loM, Haberajo no LecTHAe-
cATH KHaoMeTpoB. Jlopora 6bl1a no-yTpenHeMy cBOOOTHOM.

[Tocsie HeCKONbKHX MHHYT e31bl Pa3rOBOPHJIHCH.

Haszap, cocenq HMabu, nyxJgonauublii nmapeHb JeT ABaAlUATH
ABYX, OKa3aJicsi CJIOBOOXOTJHBBIM, JIOOHBIIHM, KakK noHsaa Hue,
BCSIKVIO H JI00YI0 HHGOPMALHIO O AAJbHHX H OJIHXKHHX.

Ha ero noJsiHo# BepxHeil ry6e pocCJH Herycrtble O6JecTsiiHe
YCHKH, KOTOpble BpeMeHaMH OH NPHJIH3bIBAJ, BHICYHYB KOHUHK
s13blKa.

[Ipo Hue oH, BHAHO, 3HAJ BCe, HO TOJIBKO HE MOT MOHSAThH,
YTO y HEro 3a HHOCTPAHHOE HMHI.

PasymeeTcs, BbICITPOCHJI.

HNue pacckasan o pa6oraBuieM B [loMe pe6eHKa B ero Bpe-
MeHa 3aBX03e AKHMbIye.

AKHMBIY, N1OOpPOAYIIHBI MYIAPHIH MYXXHYOK, JIIOOUJ NaBaTh
HOBONPHOLIBUIMM MJIafleHLlaM HeOOblYHble HMeHa.

[IpaBga, MHOrHX H3 pOAAOMOB MPHBO3HJH YyXe C T[OTO-
BbIMH JOKyMeHTaMH. HacTo 3T0 OBbIJIH HMeHA caMblX MOMYJsip-
HbIX Jioae# 3eMJd. B cnanbHe psizoM c KpoBaTkoi Maikaa
JII>)KekcoHa MorJa cTOsTh KpoBaTbhb nepBoro KocmoHaBTta Opus
[arapuHa, naJnbuie pacrnoJaraJach ellle Kakas-HHOYAb cymnep-
3Be3/la, HO GbIBAJIO U MeCTHOro 3HayeHHs. B Jlome mMoriu oka-
3aTthcsd M Te3kKH: ABe Coduun JIopeH HJIH ABa KaKUX-HUOYIb
aMepHKaHCKHX npe3uaeHTa. Cayqajucb U xoKKeucTol u3 HXJI.

Takasg BOT NpHXOTh MOYEMY-TO HAXOAHWJAa HA HEKOTOPHIX
MaTepeii, HaBcerja OCTaBJISIBIIHX MJaAeHIIEB.

A y 3aBx03a AKHMblua HMeJlach CBOM CHCTeMa.

Pa3BepHYyB «CBeXeHbKOro» H Oe3bIMSHHOTO MJajAeHla H
OTbICKAaB B HEM UTO-TO XapaKTepHOe, HHOrJAa BHIHOE TOJIbLKO
ero MyApoMy OKYy, AKHMbIY cob6HpaJs H3 ABYX CJOB OJHO HMS.
Takas Hekass a66peBHaTypa.

Ecau 3aBx03y BHOBbL NpHOBLIBLIEe CYLIECTBO MOTJIO TOKa-
2aTbCqd AOOPBHIM, OHO TYT Xe HapekaJoch JlopeKOoM, TO ecTh
«1006pbii peb6eHOK». Ecan nepen AKHMBbIUEM «pacnakoOBbLIBA-
JIH» JeBOYKY H Yy Hee Obljla pOBHAs HOXKa, TO MOJYyd4aJoCh
3BYyYHO€ H MNOYTH (PPpaHLY3CKO-HTAJbAHCKOe PoOHa: «poBHafd
HOXKKa».

BeTpevasoch W ¢ KHTa#CKHM KOJIODHTOM — UHIOH, TO ecTh
YHCTHIH IOHOILIA.

151 QAHOrO MJlajeHLla MocJe CePbe3HOro ocMOTpa AKHMbIY
MOYEMY-TO peIIHJ COKPATHTb «HCUEPIAHHOTO YeJOBEKay.

U nonyuunocer Hue.

...JJoM pe6eHKa, N1BYX3TaXHbIi 0COGHSK C YePEMHUYHONH KPHhI-
Ied W ABYMs KOJIOHHAMH, HaXOAMWJICS y Bbe3la B ceJjieHHe,
B CTa MeTpax OT AOPOTH.
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OrpoMHbIfi cajg OKpyXdJi €ro, CJIOBHO MNPATAJd OT YbEro-To
TJa3a XKYTKYIO TanHy.

Ha urpoBoii nmioumagke nepen 3JaHHeM BO3HJIHCb MaJleHb-
KHe JeTH: KONaJHCh B INecKe, TOMOHHJH BOKPYT KaueJieH, Oe-
rajd, CMesJINCb, BO€BAJIH APYr C APYroM H HHYEM He OTJIH-
YyaJHCchb OT MHJJHOHOB Apyrux. Ecau 6bl He KJIAeHMO B OdH-
THaJbHbIX 6yMarax: «J/leTH, BpeMeHHO NHULIeHHble POAHTEJEeH>.
Ho 3a stoit ¢pasoit crosyso apyroe: neTH, OpolIeHHble pOJHUTe-
JsaMH. HeBoJbHBIH KJaH.

[Tpu Buae Boweawnx Ha Tepputopuio Mue u Hazapa onwu
no6pocaji CBOH HUTpPbl, BONPOCHTEJNbHO BLITAHYJHCh, KaK 060-
JIOHKH Ha 3a/lHUX JlaNKax.

OHH ¢ HagexI0H CMOTpeJH Ha He3HAKOMIIeB, 0XKH1as, 4To,
MoxeT ObITb, 3TO MPHULUJH 32 HHUMH H ceiyac 3abepyT «I0-
MO».

HNue HeBOJNbHO ONyCcTHJ TrJa3a, B rpylu 3auemugao. OH
TIONBITAJICS MPUIIOMHUTb, KAK MHOTO JICT Ha3ajJ OH TakK e Bbl-
NpSAMJSJCSA NMPU BUAe BXOAHUBIIMX B BOpPOTa ASIAEK U TeETeK,
HO BMeCTO KakKHX-TO 06pa3oB B TrpyaH cTosiia 60.b.

[lon pasnanmucTBIM OpeXOBBIM JepeBOM CHAeJa MOJoAast
BOCMHUTATeJbHHIA.

HNue nepexBaTHs ee JIO60ONBITHBIA B3rJsl: HaBepHOe, HH-
‘TePeCHO OblJI0O CMOTpPeTb Ha JeJlerauHio BO rJjaBe C YPOALEM.

— I'naBHas y ce6s? — nogowen K Heii Hue.

— Ja.

— Bepa ApHoabaoBHa?

— Jla. A 4TO BBl XOTEJH?

— Jla Huuyero. Bbl MeHs1 neByUIKa He 3HaeTe, KOHEYHO...
Y1 u3 BOT Takux,— Mye KHBHYJ Ha Bce elle CJAeJUBIIHX 3a
HUMH JEeTbMH.

[lonHuMasach, MO WHPOKHUM OEeTOHHBIM CTyneHbkaM, Hue
‘BbIJOXHYJI, CJIOBHO OT KaKOrO-TO HEOXHAAHHOTO BOJIHEHHS Ie-
PexBaTUJIO AYX.

Haszap ocraJicsi BO3Jie BOCUTATENbHHILBI.

[Tepen ka6GuneroM rJaaBBpaua HMue co6paJicsi, XMBIKHYB,
TocTyyaJ.

— [a.

OH OCTOpPOXKHO BOLIeJ U CTaJd B ABePSiX, KaK MaJIeHbKHI,
4ero-TO BbIMPALIUBAIOIIHHN YeJl0BeyYeK.

[Toxkusas KeHHMHA B OuKax H 6GeJoM xaJaTe, CHAeBLIas
3a CTOJIOM, TJISSHYB, 3aMepJia.

— Hye-e? — TOYHO He nOBepHJA OHa cebe. —KaKou Thbl
cTaJl B3pOCJIbIH!

Bepa ApHOJbAOBHA TNOCHEIIHO BHIUIJIA H3-3a CTOJA, MPH-
JKaJsa K cebe eaBa JOCTaBIIEro A0 ee rpydd 4eJslOBeykKa:

— JKuB-3nopoB! CsaBa tebe "'ocnoau!
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— J)KuB! — OH mMOAHSAN Ha Hee TMOTeNJeBlIHe r.as3a.
[naBBpau ycaauna HMue Ha auBaH, ycTpousaach psiaoM.
BcnoMuHa .

— Cnacu6o 3a nepeBoabl. — Bepa ApHO/MIbJOBHA IMOJIOXKH-
Ja JajloHb Ha ero pyky. — $1 Bce 3amnucasa. Bce pacxoabl.
o koneiiki. TBOH JeHeXXKH TakK moMoraad Ham. $ ceiuac
Te6e TeTpalaky aaM. — OHa 6blJI0 NpHNOAHANAchk, HO Hye ocTa-
HOBHJI ee:

— He nanmo. § 310 06s13aH 6bla1 caenaTh. Bol MeHs1 31ech
BBIXOAHJH, C TOTO CBeTa, MOXHO CKa3aTh, BBHITAHYJH... 4TO
TaM MoH KomneiikH. — OH nmomoJiyaJs H, Kd43aJ0Cb, JOJT0 He MOr
HayaTb, JOJITO He MOT PeUIHUTbCS.

— 9 te6sa caywatw, Hue,— nomoraa ona.

— Bepa ApHoabaoBHAa,— BAPYr 3aroBOPHJI OH,— Bbl MHE
JOJIKHBI TOMoub. 91, Booblle, BepHJ MPO CBOHX pOAHTeJeH, a
Tenepb HeT... Bepa ApHoablOBHA, MOMOrHUTE... 1 XO04Yy Y3HATh
npaBay... JJOKyMeHTBL... ¥ MeHSl eCTb OAHO MOAO3PeHHe... s
3Hal0, UTO 3TOTO He MOXeT ObiTb... HO MHe HaJ0 OCBOOOAHUTHLCS
OT 3TOrO.

Bepa ApHosbaoBHA MompaBHJa OYKH, OMyCTHJA TOJIOBY.

KomHara pyxHyJsa B THWHHY. CTaJd OTYETJHBO CJBILIHBI
NMPOHHKABLIHE CKBO3b OKHO JETCKHEe BO3rJachbl, KpHKH.

— 4§ Bac ouenp npouy... [Tomorure. — HMue HenpousBoJib-
HO CXaJl ee JIOKOTb, H, MOYYBCTBOBAB 3TO, HU3BHHHJICS.

— Xopoulo,— HaKOHell, COrJlacHJach OHa H TYT Xe TSt
NpsiIMO B rJjasa npeaynpeauJia:

— Toabko 6e3 BCIKHX NOCJeACTBHIA!

HMue Jsierko B3a0XHYJ, ONMyCTUBLIKCH ‘Tiepen Bepoit ApHoJib-
JOBHOH Ha MATKH, KaK peGeHOK, MOJIOXKHJ TOJIOBY Ha ee Tell-
Jible JIaJOHH, MOKOHMBUIHECS Ha KOJIeHSX, MOKPBITHIX OeJbiM
XaJaToMm.

— Bor-Bot. Tak u B merctBe nenaJd. [lopofiaeus H, Kak
co6ayoHkKa, Ha pyKH. — OHa npurjaaauna ero GOJBLIYIO C ce-
AuHOH roJoBy. — Hy, najaHo, BcTaBall, Kak-HHKaK MPOLIJIH T€
BpeMeHa.

OHu BBHILJIK U3 3JaHHS.

— «Ta» KoMHaTa eule ecTb! — 6pOCHJ OH MOAOOPOAKOM
BBEpX.

— A Kyna X eii q1eBaThbCAl...

— A MOXHO 1 TOBapHILY MOKaxy?

— ITO — noxaJayicra,— paspeuiusa oHa.

Hue nossan Hasapa:

— I[locmorpuiub BHyTpH? KTO 3HaeT, MOXeET, yKe HHKOTrAa
H He MpHUBeNETCH... ‘

— KoHeuHo,— 0XO0THO corJiacHJcs TOT.

OHH BepHYJIHChL B JOM.
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Ha BTOpoii 3Taxk Besa AepeBsHHAas JIeCTHHUA, MOKpbITas
3eJIeHOi, 4yThb HCTONMTAHHOH [OOPOXKOH. B mepBoii 60.blLIOH
KOMHAaTe CTOSiJIO TPH psla OAeTCKHX KpoBaTok. B yray, mo
JIeBYI0O CTOPOHY OT [ABepH, MOJIOAAs »KEHIUIHHA, NMpHIepXKHBas
rpydb, KOpMHUJA pebeHKa.

— Kopmuauuy Hausau? — cnpocua Hue.

— Ox, ¢ Kakum TpyaoMm! ¥ Hac euie ogHa CTaBKa eCTh, HO
HHKTO He XOYeT U He MoxerT... Mcue3aeT B Hallle BpeMsi MOJIOKO
Yy KeHuwHH. Kak noaymaelup, ctpax 6eper: uto 6ynert!

[Tpowsnu BAOML KpoBaTeil. 3ameseHaTble MJAAeHLbl Jexa-
JIM, KaK o6epHyTble B 6eJsloe KYKJIbI.

— Maiikasbl, JIxekcoubl 1 Copuu JlopeH,— HanoMHua Hue
Haszapy.

— Jla,— B3noxHyJsa Bepa ApHOJbAOBHA,— TOJBKO TFOPbLKO
BCE 3TO.

Haszap c n11060nbITCTBOM OCMaTpHUBaJCH.

Cuaenywoliasi KOMHaTa 6blJ1a TaKOH »Xe NMPOCTOPHOH H CBeT-
Jioil. B uneHTpe cTOsAJ OOJBLIONH MaHeX C BHICOKUMH IepHJaMH.
B Hem Jlexasu UrpyUIKH.

OToBCIOY BesiJIO MOPSIAKOM H YIOTOM.

— 3HaeTe 0 ueMm 51 Bcerga aymar? — HMue nmoansn riaasa
Ha raaBBpaua. — [louemy oTsnuaercsi cneuuHtrepHart ot Jloma?
W noau Bpone te xe... TolbKO TaM H3AeBalOTCA HaA AEeTbMH,
.4 3[1eCb BBIXaXXHUBawT... B uem npuuuHar...

— Ox, He 3HaW0,— B30XHYyJa Bepa ApHoJbaOBHA.

— Orclona 3aeqy U K HUM. HeMHOoro mogapkoB UM NpH-
nac... Jla ¥ A BallHX TaM... HTPYLUKH, KOHdeTH. B MalnHe
‘TOJIBKO.

Ona no6JsaronapuJa.

BbIlJIH HA JIECTHHUHYIO KJIETKY.

— BoT «3Ta» KOMHaTa,— OHa KHBHYyJIa Ha BBIKpALIEHHYIO
B OeJoe [Bepb.

Bouu.

[IInpokoe OKHO 3aJiuBaJjoO sipkoe coJiHle. B KOMHaTe cTosi
00JIbIION MaHeX. B3ryisiHyB Ha Hero, HEBO3MOXXHO OBIJIO He
COJPOTHYTBCS OT YyXKaca: HAa AHe KHUIeJH OrPOMHBIE TOJIOBHI,
CKDYYEHHble HOTH H DPYKH, pas3ayThle TyJnoBuimla. M Bce 3To,
BLICBEYEHHOE COJIHEUYHBIM CBETOM, I0J13aJ10, LIeBeJHJoCh, Gec-
CMBICJIEHHO YJbI06aJ0Ch U KOMOWIHJOCH.., 1 3T0O TOoX e 6 bi-
JU AeTH..

Haszap, He Boigep:kaB H [eCATH CEKYHH, OrJIyLIEHHO Mojia-
BHB TOPTaHHbBIH TOLUHOTHBIH 3BYK, BBIPBAJICS H3 KOMHATHI H,
CJIOBHO npecjieAyeMbill, cOexaJ Mo JecTHHuUe. EaBa ycneB BhI-
CKOUYHTb M3 JBepel, HaApbLIBHO 3a6JieBaJl Ha CTYNeHbKaX.

['0BOpJINBBIN, OH HENMPHUBBIYHO JOJITO MOJIYaJ B MYaBLICHCS
10 Tpacce MallHHE. )
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— 3ITO BCe HAPKOTHKH, NMbSAHCTBO, TabJeTKH, KOTOpble MpHU-
HUMAIT pOAUTENH, 4YTOObl OCBOOOAHUTBHCS OT pebeHKa,— I
yero-to nosiciua HMue, rasasi Ha npoJeTaBlide MHMO AepeBbs
U CTOJIOHI.

— Panu bora! Pagu bora! — B3mouuacsi Hazap. — M tak
Tenepb XBAaTHUT HA roAd.. )KpaTb Temepb CMNOKOHHO He CMOTY.
M Hano X 6blJ0 noJse3tb Tyaal

— Hy Huuero, 3ato 6yaer, yTO BCINOMHHTb,— MOCMeSJICS
HNue. — A TO XHJ 6bl U He 3HAJ, 4YTO TaKOe eCThb...

— Jla nyuyuwie 661 U He 3HaTh. — Hasap, onqHON pyKO# mpH-
AepXXHUBasi pyJb, yCTaJO MNPOTAUIHJ MO JHLY MNYyXJOH Jano-
Hblo. — A TaM, KyJda Mbl cefiyac eaeM, B 3TOM CIIElIHHTEpPHaTe
TOX€ eCThb Takasi KomMHata? — OH Ha CeKyHAYy OTOpBaJicsl OT
JOpOrH, B3IJISAHYJ HA YTOHYBLIero B KpecJse o6pyO6bilua.

— Tawm Her.

— CuaaBa bory.

— Tawm, KoHeuHO, ecTb H 6OJIbHBIE...

— Torma s ocratoce B MalllHHe,— Nepe6bua Hasap.

— Ho B ocHOBHOM, 310poBble... 3Haelllb KaKHe IeBOYKH
BcTpeyaroTcsa? §l koraa-to BJAWGJSJICS B OOHY...

— Hy u uro?

— A uT0 MoxeT 6bITh? OHa HOpMaJbHAas Gbl1a, BHICOKAA...
He Kak f1...

— Yro, npaBaa KpacuBble GLIBAIOT?

— briBaloT! — nmoueMy-To ¢ ropaoctoio orBetusa Uue.

— Torna s B MalllHHe He OCTaKOCh.

Paccmesinuce.

Qacte sropas

OKCAHA
1

..Ecain cynpba TeGe yrorouaa 3TOT CHeNMHTEepHAT, 370-
POBLIM M HOPMAaJIbHBIM Telsi CUHTATh yXKe HHKOrAa He Gy.yT.
ITycTe THI BO CTO pa3 yMHee TeX, KTO Ha BoJe.

M nmotomy 3aech Bce assi Bcex OIHO: CIlaJibH{, KJacc H
Jdaxe tabJieTKH.

Yuyeba B MHTepHaTe — [Jis OTBOAA raa3. U Kakoe MOXKeT
ObITb yYeHHe, KOrja Ha OJHHX H TeX e ypoKax paaoM c
OOJILHBIMH CHISIT 310POBbIe, NOMABIIKE CIONA JHIIb H3-32 TOTO,
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yTo nocse Jloma pe6GeHKa OHH OblJIH O€CXO3HBIMH, HHKOMY He
HYKHBIMH CYLIEeCTBaMH.

YuuTens, ecad 4YTO W AeJlaJd C YyCepAHEM, TO TIOJYYaJH
3apnJary.

U 6unmn.

Byab TO MyXuYHHA HWJH KeHIUIHH4, OMTb MOIJIH H3-3a MYyC-
TAKa, MPOCTO U3 MPUBLIYKH.

[locane 3ansatuit OkcaHa BbIlIJIA BO ABOp. TeppHTOpHSA
CrelHHTepHATa, OTPOMHBIH MPSAMOYTOJIbHHK, OrOPOXKEHA BLICO-
KHM 3a060poM C KOJIIOYEH MNOBEpPXYy MPOBOJIOKOH.

B 3TO#il «30He» CTOSAJIO OLAHO OBYX3Ta)XHO€ 31aHHE, B KO-
TOPOM pa3MellaJIuCh CrnaJibHH, KJacChl H CTOJOBAS.

3a HHUM, Bo3Jjie 3a60pOB, KOPEXHJIOCh HECKOJbKO CTaphbiX
IepeBSIHHBIX MOCTPOEK: MOACOOKH H CKJAaIHbl.

Tepputopus, 6ecnopsiiouHo oOcakeHHasi JepeBbsIMH, IO-
XOAHJa HA KAaKOH-TO HEYXOXKEeHHbIi CKBep: BAOJb 3a60pOB
BrepeMexKy C KJeHaMH H akKalHed JOXMaTHJIHCb MaKYUIKH
HHU3KOPOCJBIX KYCTOB, BOBCIO POCJH KpamuBa H OYpbsiH.

OkcaHa 6peJjia molx AepeBbSIMH, OilyCTHB TOJIOBY, pa3iBH-
raja HoCKOM Ty(dJiM noxxeJTeBUIYyIO TpaBy. Pa3-a1Ba HarHyJsace,
4TO-TO MOJHSIB, OTOpPOCHJIA.

OxcaHa wuckagaa crekJblliko. [locie yrpos xpomoro Pu-
Junna oHa BbiAymaJsia cebe chnacHTeJbHOE OpyXKHe: eCJH OH
CHOBAa HAaYHeT MNPHUCTaBaTh, OHA TYT K€ IOJOXHUT CTEKJO B
por. M ecau xpomoii moACTynUTCS eule XoTd 6bl Ha llar, OHA
MPOTJIOTHT OCKOJIOK.

ToJIbKO HY>KHO HAaHTH C OCTPBIMH I'PAaHSIMH, YTOOBLI MO T O M
OH 6O0JIbHO pe3aJl BHYTPH, H BCe BHIeJH ee MYUeHHS.

OckoJIOK OHa ymnpsideT B HOCOK: TaK He3aMeTHee H OBICTPO
MOXHO BBITIHYTb. HUKTO M rjia3aoM He MOpPrHeT — a CTeKJIo
yXe BO pTY.

B kakylo-to cekyHay OxcaHa ¢ J060NBITCTBOM 3amepJa:
U3 JOMHKA-TIPOXOAHOH, MPUMBIKABIIEH K XeJe3HbiM BOPOTAM,
BbillleJl MaJIeHbKHH, HO B3pOCJbIH uYejoBeuyeK: roJIOBaCThIH, C
KOPOTKHMH KPHUBBIMH HOTAMH,

Cnenom 3artonaJjl XpoMOil CTOPOX, PacKpblJ BOpPOTa, H Ha
TEPPUTOPHIO BbexaJa Gesasi MalIHHA.

[osoBacThiii yesioBeyek cesl B Hee, H MO accaJbTOBOH JHO-
POXKKe OHa MOJKaTHJa K ABYX3Ta)XHOMY 3JaHHIO.

Co cryneHek yxe cOexXaJjd HECKOJIbKO pebsiT, BBILUJH Mpe-
nogaBatesd. MaJibUHKH OKPYXHJH KOPOTHILIA, KOTOPHIK Moja-
BaJ MM H3 Oara)KHHKa SIIHKH CO CJAAKOH BOJOH, KaKHe-TO
KOpPOOKH U MaKeTHl.

[IpoaykThl cHecnu B Kopmyc. Beaen 3a pe6staMH -3alllyiH
B3poOcCJible.
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Uro-To cMckHYB, OKcana nojgousaa 6JuKe, TPUTAUJIACH TOJ,
JepeBOM B MeTpax AeCATH OT MallHHBI.

HesHnakoMibl He BbIXOJHJIH.

OkcaHna ocmotpesia cebs, ONepHYB MNJaThe, LIarHyna GbJIO
M3 CBOEro yKpbITHs, HO CHOBA CTaJia 3a JAepeBOM.

Bpems w0 mensneHHo, Kak Mo HOYaM, Korja NpHXoAHT Gec-
COHHLA. |

C BosrysacamMu B Kopnyc BOerajd [OeBOYKH M MaJbYHKH.
BbiXoau/au cuacT/UBble: KaXXAblii ¢ NMeyeHbeM H KOHgeTaMH.

Efn oaMHakoBO — y3KO OTKpbIBasi pThl, 4TO6 He OTKYCHTh
HEHapOKOM O0JIbLIOH KYCOK — AJS NMPOAJEeHHS yAOBOJbCTBHS.

Pasbpenanaucp no TEppUTOPHH MoedaTh CBOe YrolleHHe B
oAUHOUKY. UTO6 HUKOMY HHUYEro He AaThb.

HakoHeu, B cONMpoOBOXIAeHHHU YyuHTeJseili oO6pyObill BhILIEJ.
OcMmoTpeBLINCh HAa WIHPOKOM GETOHHOM KpblJblle, YBHAE] e€e.

OHH [10JTO CMOTpEJH APYr APYry B rJasa.

— A 1o nouemy 3apecb! — OH yAHBJEHHO colleJ CO CTYy-
MeHek.

OkcaHa crosina, mpHXKaB JaJOHH K obJeraBuieMy Oeapa
3eJIeHOMY MJaThIo.

— OmHa uro, rnyxoHemas? — HMue obepHyJicsi Ha yuHuTeNeH.

— Jla Her. Co CTpaHHOCTSMH, TMpaBla,— OTBETHJH C
KphlJblia.

Hue nonowen kK Hed.

M cHoBa — ryaa3a B raasa.

— $1 Toxe 31€ech XHJ,— MOSICHHJ OH. — A TH Bceria Ta-
Kasi MOJIUYHbS ?

Hewmas cekynna.

Han ronoBoii, B nHucTBe 1epeBbeB, TPOMKO 3allebeTaln
NTHLBL.

— A Bbl MHCAaTb yMeeTe? — BIAPYr THXO CIIPOCHJIA OHA.

Hue HeloyMeHHO OrJsiHYyJCS, HO TYT Xe yJblGHYJCS.

— Boob6uie-to mory.

— Hanuuwute ot Mensa nucemo npeacenatearo OOH! Iyctb
MEHs OTCIOfa BO3bMYT,— OBICTPO JeneraJsia OHa, MISAs NMYIJIH-
BbIMH rJja3zamu. — MeHns 6bioT. M xoTAT, 4TO6 £... — OHA He
JAOTOBOpHJIA, CTHIAJUBO ONMyCTHB IJa3a.

OO6py6bill BAPYr mepeMeHMJICS JIMIOM: BCIOMHHJOCH, KaK
ONHAXJbl B 3TOM Xe€ 3JaHHUH, NMPHUBSI3aB K CKaMbe, €ro HcxJe-
CTaJlu peMHeM.

— Kro 1eb6s... — Ho He ycnes cnpocuTh, B 3Ty MHHYTY HX
OKDYXKHJIH YYHTEJs, YTO-TO JIACKOBO 3aJieneTraJiid, OOGHSAJH MO-
HHKILYIO A€eBYIIKY.

— S eme npueny. — OH GblJ1 HAMHOrO HHXKe ee H CMOT
3arJIsiHYTh B OmyllleHHbe raa3a. O30pHO NMOAMHTHYJ, H €l OT-
Yero-To CTaJio CMeUIHO.
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Ynabi6Hysnach U OHa, MPUIJAAAUB KOPOTKHH, CTEKaBILIHH Ha
MJeYyH LIeJKOBHCTBIH BOJIOC.

— Hnau yrouieHbss Bo3bMH. A TO Beldb He OCTaHeTCs,— YJbl-
6asicb B OTBeT, KUBHYJ OH H MOLUeJ K MalllHHe.

Otbesxasi, NIPHNOAHSJICA Ha MNepeiHeM KpecJje, yTOO BH-
IeTb B 3aJlHeM CTeKJie (UT'ypKy B 3eJleHOM MJlaThbe.

CTopoxK mpexjae 4yeM OTKPHITb BOPOTa, CTaJ BO3Je ABepLbl
CO CTOpPOHb HMue, HaKJOHHWJICS K HaNOJOBHHY OMNMYyLIeHHOMY
CTEKJY:

— Cnacu6o Ttebe, 6paTOK,— CMOTpeJl NPHUNYXLIHMH Kpac-
HbIMH TJla3aMH.

— Jla He CTOHT.

— A uTo 3Ta AeBOYKa, MOJA AEpPeBOM, KaJOBaJacChb YTO JH?

— Her. A uto? Ee KT0-TO 06HXaeTr? — nputBOopuJcs Hue.

— Hy uto THI? Pa3Be X MOXHO TakHX... — CTOpPOX BApYT
JbCTHBO W BHHOBATO YJbIOHYyJCsS. — M3BUHH, 6paTok, Ha Oy-
TBIJIOYKY... HE MOAO6POCHUID.

HMue nmopan eMy B NPHOTKPHITOE OKHO.

— Cnacu6o! Cnacubo! — 3akJaHAJICS TOT H NMPOXpoMaJ K
BoporaM. [IIpoesxasi, ue MeTHyn B Hero BHHMAaTEJbHBLIM
B3TJISIIOM.

CTOpO2K HAapOUYHUTO, MO-COJIAATCKHU BBHITSAHYJICS, 6POCHJ KBep-
Xy PYKOH: caJoT, MOJI.

...H1 cHoBa roBopauBbiii Hazap o uem-to moJsuyan. B sereB-
el Mo Tpacce aBTOMAlUHMHe CTOsJa HeJlOBKas A0Jrasi nayaa.

— Ye npuropronuacsi! — yabi6uysacs Mue.

— Hy, Ta MeHs ceroiHs Haka-yaJ!— nouTd npomneJ
Hasap.

— UYro?

— 4§ kak 6yATO 3aHOBO Ha 3TOT cBeT HapoauJcs. Haka-
yaJ! [locse takux 6enonar... Jla Mbl Ke cuacTJHBBIH Hapoa!...
A eule Ha uTO-TO Xaayemcs. Jloau-uesoBeku! BoTr kaxmaoro
NOBEeCTH TYAA...

— He nomoxet. M3 nroneit Bce paBHO HHYero He MOJIYUYHT-
cs. Y1 He OOBHHAIO, HO YeJIOBeKa HHKOrjga He U3MEHHTb,— IJifl-
A5 Ha JIeTsAUlYlo NMOJA KoJeca popory, ¢uJjaocopcrtsoBan HMue. —
Kak OblJiH HapDKOTHKH, TakK H OydyT, Kak rpabuJIM Apyr Apyra,
TakK U OyAYyT, Kak NHUJH TabJeTKH, 4TO6 OT AeTeil H30aBJATHCH,
TakK U 6yayT nuth. M1 HHYero He moMoxer. Hukakue 3amnperhl.
B bub6auu yxe THICAYH JieT HanHcaHO: He yO6ef... A TOJKy
yto?... Ecilu naxke Ha 3eMJle GYAeT NOJHBIH MOPSA0K, HO XOTh
OJMH 4YeJIOBeK HapYIIHT XOTb OJHO «He», BCe MOHAET KYBHIP-
KOM, Kak uenHasi peakuus. M g He Bepio...

— A xak xe 6e3 Bepn? — Hasap BwigaBua cHrHaJg, mnpe-
AynpeaHB HAYLIAA BrepelH Trpy30BHK o0 obroHe. Jlerko 060-
LJIH ero.
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— JKu3Hb 370 HJM BesiMKas npaBia, UJH BeJUHKas HacMell-
Ka,— HMuye rasHyn B okHo. — Ho uto6 oHa G6bla mnpaBao#,
Hy:KHa Bepa, KaK Thl rOBOpHUlIb. A 6e3 Bepbl... TaK... AJs 0ay-
Ka. — OH BBICYHYJ1 PYKYy B OKHO, MOBOJAHJ €0 MOJX BCTPEUHbIM
BETPOM.

— Kaxkoro nmayka? — nocMmoTtpea Ha ob6py6biiia Hasap.

— Ecrtb Takoi... Uau nbsBos. Kak 6oJbllie HpaBHUTCS.

— Hy n..

— ¥ nayka uyto camoe mnackyaHoe? CaMoe nackyaHoe —

naytTuHa. KpacuBas Belllb, HO Bce ke noagaas. Ho noanas oHa
IJisT MOLUEeK H pas3HbIX APYrux TBapei. A aJsi mayka — Bellb
HeoO6xoaumasi. TakdHe e MayTHHbl eCTb y KaxXIOH TBapu. ¥
BCSKOTO cBOsi. KaxKablii MO-cBOEMY JIOBHT.

— Kyuwarb-To Hano,— paccmesiica Hasap.

— [a. Bce kywartp xotsit. [Ipo uenoBeka U TrOBOPHUTH He
Hajno. ¥ Hero Toxe ecTb mayTuHa. Camas xurpas. Paccras-
JSITb CETH KaK 4YeJIOBEK, He MOXeT HH OJHa TBapb Ha 3ewm.e.
Ho u ans 4yesoBeka TOXe eCTb CBOH MayK CO CBOeil MayTHHOM.
TonbKO 3TOT mayk nUTaeTrcs AYXOM 4YeJoBeubUM. BOfiHH, JiI0-
60Bb, 3aBUCTb, Y6UICTBA — BCe 3TO ero Ao6biya. OH U BbIKapM-
JIMBaeT yesjoBekKa U Bce OJara eMmy pnaJj, 4yto6 MOTOM cCaMOMY
nuTatbCsi. BOT Kak Mbl BblKapMJIHBaeM KOPOBOK H 6Gapalliek
Ha M$ICO, TaK M OH Hac... UTo6 AyXoM HalIHUM JaKOMHThCH,
NeHCTBUSMH, MbICASIMH. Mpbicabp Toxe aeiictBhe. Ecau uto-TO
noAyMaJ, 3Ha4UT COBeplIHlllb. XOTh CJOBO, He BbICKaxellb. A
CJOBO CKa3aJj — 3TO YXKe HHTOYKa nayTHHb. UTo-TO cOBep-
IIHJ — ellle HeCKOJIbKO HHTOYeK. Tak W cnJjeTaercs nayTHHa,
KOTOpYIO KaXAblii HabpacbiBaeT Ha Apyroro. A Bce BMecTe —
MOS CeTb, TBOS CeTb — 3TO MOJIyyaeTcs NayTHHa Mayka...

— Hy rto paeuws... Onsate HakayaJ! — Hemoane/NbHO YIH-
BUJcs1 Hasap.
U paccmesinucs.

2

HNmerp cobcTBeHHBIE aoM... )KHTb B cBoeM aoMe... BBITb
X039MHOM COOCTBEHHOTrO a0Ma...

M He 6osTbCsl, UTO B JIOOYI0 MHHYTY Teb6s MOT'YT MOTHATbD,
KaK BoOpa.

Te, KTO He UMeJl CBOEro yroJika, XoTss 66l OJHO#, HO TOJIBKO
TeOe MpHHaJeXaluled KOMHATeHKH, TOMy H3BeCTHa ropeub
YVHHUXKEHHSI XKHUTb B UyXKOM JlOMe.

Ho B 3TO#H »XH3HH ObIBAeT, YTO HCIIOJHSIOTCS H 3aBeTHHIe
Meutbl: Mue npuobGpen KBapTupy.
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HMckaau BMecTe co crapukoM. C HHM XKe, NMOJYYUB Yy ObIB-
lIero X03siMHa KJ0OYH, NPHUILJIH NPUKUHYTh, YTO U KaK AaJblle,
KaKOi MOHAaAO0O6UTCS PEMOHT, YTO 3aMEHHThb, UTO MOJABE3TH.

OnHokoMHaTHasi KBaptupa HMue Haxoausnace Ha BTOpPOM
3TaxKe AeBSITHITAXXHOro Aoma.

Bo Bpems xoab6bl B ero KapMaHe H3peaKa MO3BaHHBaJIH
KJIOUYH OT Hee, H O6pYyObLILI C HEBOJIbHOH YJbIOKOH OlLIyllaJd HX
TSXKECTb.

Boiigs B moabe3n ¢ HMabeit, xoTen 6blJIO A0OCTaTh HX, HO
MCKOCa TIJISHYB Ha CTApHKa, MOCTECHSAJCS: MOAyMaellb, KJIKOYU
OT AOMA. ¥ KOro Ux He OblJoO.

Cranu y aBepeil.

— Hy, naBai! — yabi6uysacsi  crapuk. — OTKpbiBaii CBOH
JIOM, XO3SIHH.

Paccmesiiuce.

HNue, cTecHsisicb CBOei HeMOCJYLIHOH yJabIOKH, CTand K CTa-
PHUKY CIIHHOH.

[IpusiTHO 3allesKaJHd 3aMKH.

— Ilpowy! — o6pyO6bill 6pOCHJ KOPOTKOH PYKOH K IBEpH.

— Xo0354H nepBbIM! — Mibsi Apy>KecKH XJOMHYJ ero 1o
nJjeuy, cjerka NoATOJKHYJ. — [laBaii-naBaii!

['yako otaaBaJjuch B NMyCTOH KBapTHpPe HX LUATH.

[Ipowsnn Ha KyxHIO. CTapuK onpo6oBaJj YepHble KJIWOBHKH
ra3oBOH MJHTbl, BAHTHKH KpaHa.

HopwmauabHo.

C nBepH TyaJera yJbibaJjcsi MaJieHbKHH NMHCAIOUIHE MaJb-
YHK.

OTKpHLIH ee.
CrapHK 1IeJKHYJ BbIKJIOUaTeJleM. BCbIXHYBIIHA CBeT ynaJi
Ha OeJiblii CBepPKAIOLIUH 3eB YHHUTA3a.

PaccMmesncs.

— Kabuner uto Hamo! — 6pocun HMabs. — Cuan Kak Xo-
yellb. XouYellb KHHUXKKY JIHCTai, XOouellb B YyIJy TeJeBH30P
NOCTaBb.

Yawibasicb, Mye nmpounTas KpynHyio Haj 6aykKoM KpacHyIO
Haanuch: «[locse Hac — xoTh moromn!»

— Kakoii-to yMHBIE 34ech MOCHXKHBAJ,— YCMEXHYJICs
Habs.

— Hy na.

Yepes MaJieHbKYI0 KBAaJpPaTHYIO MPHUXOXKYIO MOMNAJH B KOM-
HaTy.

HNue cran B aBepH, JaCKAOUIUMH MaJbllaMH MpoBeJ MO
TPELUHKe KOCSIKa, CJOBHO MNPHUIJIAJHJ LIpAaMHK Ha [deBHUbEM
TeJie.

HNabs 3amMeTHs1 310, noracuja yJblOKy.
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— O6ou 3aMeHUM — U NopsAAoK! — noabiTOXKHUJA OH. — Ca-
MH H HaKJeeM.

— Cnacu6o, Uabsa. Te MHe oTeu,— Mue oTKpbITO MOCMOT-
pes B rjasa CTapHKa, H BAPYT BCIIOMHHJIACh HeNABHAS Moe3[-
Ka B ClMeUUHTepHAT, OJMHOKAasl JeBYOHKA MOJA AepeBOM.

Ha cepenuHe nmycToii KOMHAThI JexXaJ AepPeBSIHHbIH SIIHK,
Huye cen Ha Hero, cBeCcHB 6OJbLUIYIO T'OJIOBY.

— O vuyeMm 3aaymaJcs, MYXKHK? — 60ApPSICb, IPOroBOPHII
CTapHK.

— JleBUOHKY Ty BCMOMHHUJ... [ToMHULIb, OTTY A a?
— O, ecau TakK 4yacTO BCIIOMHHAeM, 3HAYUT AeJO K CBalb-
6e. Cpa3y u HOBOCeJIbe Chirpaem, U cBaabOy!

— Kakasa tam cBaab6a. Mue He XKeHurcsi HUKOrna.

— Yero Tak? — cTapuK COCTPOHMJ YyOAHBJIEHHOE JIHIIO.

— 3ayem WIYTOB pa3BOAUTb? XBATHUT H OJHOTO.

— 3ps TH TakK... 3ps! — BeaukoaywHo Kopua Habs, u ero
roJioC TyJKO OTAABaJcs B yCTOH KOMHaTe.

On pacnaxHys aBepb 6aJiIKOHA, CJIOBHO OT 3TOro pa3roBopa
CTaJso AYLIHO.

— Toli neBouke, Mexay NpPOYUM, JeT NATHAALATb,— Opo-
cun emy B cnuHy HMue. — Tak uto He AJs MeHsl, B JIOOOM
cJayyae...

— Ilo-MoeMy, ThHI BJIOGHJICS.
— «Buawbuacsa»? Her. I[Ipocto 6biBaer xouercsi. Koro-to
NOMeHbllle, KOro-To noboJiblie.

— A KOro-to U HeBMOroTy,— B TOH €My BCTaBHUJ CTapHK.

— H3syponywoT xu3Hb aeByoHke. — O6py6bILI CMOTpes Ha
NoyepHEBILIHH OT BPeMeHH KOrjaa-To XKeJTbli mapker. — A Mo-
XKeT ObiTb, U yke. T a M 3TO gesaercs npocTo... [lai curapery.

— Tbl yero 3to? $I, KOHeYHO, MOHHUMAIO, HO YTO cAeJaellb?

O6py6bli A0ATHM, y6eraouum B3rJasa0M CMOTpeJa B LIHPO-
Koe, BbiXxosllee HA 0AJIKOH OKHO:

— Kro-10 cBaabby ceiiyac Urpaer, KOro-T0 XOpoHsIT, KOMY-
TO OO6DBACHAKTCA B JIOOBH, a KOro-to HacwijyloT... MHTepecHo,
KaK 3TO CMOTPHUTCS CBepXy... )KpaTBbl y mayka BAOBOJb. OT
rojJioayxu He ymper. — HMue cpaenas HeckKOJbKO HerJayb6OKHX
3aTsXKeK, OTWIBBIPHYJ OKYPOK B YTOJI:

— 3Haellb, YTO OHA y MeHsl nonpocuJsa? [IucbMo, rOBOpHT,
npelAcenatenio OOH Hanuik: mycTh ee BBHI3BOJAT OTTY [ a.
Tak u ckazaaa: «...npeacenareqato OOH...»

— 3auem teb6e OOH. Twel cam, Kak mnpeacenaresb... Bort
BO3bMH H crniacH. )KeHHCh, X0Uy CKa3arhb...

HMye BbIpa3HTENbHO TJSHYJI.

Crapuk 6ecioOMOLIHO pa3Bes pyKaMH.
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OHu BbIJIKH Ha 6aakoH. llles o6pyObilia NpHXoAHJIaCh BPO-
BeHb ¢ nepuaaMu. OH CJA0XHJ Ha HHUX NMOAGOPOAOK, KakK mec
Ha KOJIEHH XO3sHHA.

HUabst cran psiaoM. Co cnuHBI — B3pOCbIil ¢ pe6eHKOM.

MouJiya cMoTpesu BaaJb.

3akaTHOe COJIHIle 3aMepJi0 Ha TOPHU30HTEe, TOUHO MayK Ha
nayTHHe.

HanuraBlueecsi 3a AeHb, OHO JexXaJd KpPYyrJblM OpIOXOM
KBepXy.

«Xneba U 3pesulll» Yy Hero BUAHO OblJIO B H3OLITKE.

Hue, rysiHyB Ha BBICHBUIErocs Haja HUM CTapHka, OGBICTPO
OTBeJI rjasa:

— Huapsda, a MbBl ¢ aKTepoM TNOXOXH? — JeJlaHHO-6e3pas-
JIUYHO CIPOCHJ OH.

— Oun BooOO6LIe-TO HeMJI0OX0H MYXHK... C/1a60oBaT TOJMbKO. A
Thbl MY3KHU-HK!

— Jla HeT. § uMew B BHAY... BHelllHe... JIHLIOM.

HUabsi ckocus BONMpOCHTENbHBIH rJa3, NMpU3aayMaJcs.

— Kak-10 06 3TOM He ayMaJl,— OH MOXKaJ MJeyaMH.

— A XeHy ero TH BHIEJ?

— He Buaes,— HacTOpOXeHHO NpPOTSAHYJ cTapuk. — Yero
5TO THl BAPYT...

— Ja Ttak... — O6py6billl a3apTHO NPHUXJOMNHYJ MO TNepH-
JlaM U MOJIOALeBATO OPOCHI:

— JHen! Illamnauckoro!

PaccMesuce.

3

MecTo, rae npeAcTOsiJioO BHITSIHYTb KOJO/ell, HaX0AHJOCh B
MHHYTax AecsaTH OT aoma HJbH.

PaHo yTpoMm, eule TOJNBKO COJHLE OYAHJIO COHHBIH MHP,
CTapHK H 06pyObill, MPUXBATHB CTapyl0 OAexXAy, ABUHYJH Ha
pa6ory.

HNabs TONKHYJ BEeTXYI0 NOKOCHBLIYIOCS KAJUTKY, H OHH OKa-
3aJIMCh B 3a06pOILIEHHOM JBOpe.

B ray6uHe ero crtosisia mnoJiypa3BaJjuBluadcs xuHb6apka,
OKpYy»KeHHast 6ecrnopsiAOYHBIMH 3apOCJsIMH KyCTapHHKa.

B Merpax mecATH B CTOpOHe HAlUJIM 3apaHee HauyepuUeHHBIH
Ha 3eMJle KBaJApaT, CJOXKHUJIH PSAOM HHCTPYMEHTHI.

CtapuK pasaeJscs Mo NosC, BOTKHYJ y 4epThl JIONATHI, YTO-
TO HEBHSATHO Mpo6OpMOTaJ U CHSAJ NepBLIH, C TPABOIO, MJacT.

— Xopouas 3eMmJs,— ogob6psioiie npob6acuya oH, OTOPOCUB
IWITHIK MSATKOro 4epHO3eMa,— HeucnopueHHas. — Ha cHJABHBIX
pykax HabpH apGHINCH ynpsiMble HanpsiXKeHHble BEHHI.
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— B 3TomM aBoOpe cTapuyoK OAHH KHJ,— Opocas 3eM.Io,
Bbiabixaan Huabsi. — ['oBopsit, MHoro neHer umea. Ho ckpsara
OblJ: XOAHJ, KaK HHILHH.

— A geHbru KoMy ocrtanauch? — Mue noka crosii B CTO-
pOHeE.

—— Kro ero 3Hnaer.

— Bor 6bl OH HUX 31ech 3akomaJ! — ¢ AeTCKHM 030PCTBOM
6JsecHysaH raasa Hue.

— A Mbl M Tak 31ecb CBOM AeHbru HaijaeMm. Kak no Boabr
J0CTaHeM, TaK M JeHeXKa Haula.

Pa6orasu no ouepenu.

HeBnaneke JexaJ CHNUJAEHHBIH CTBOJI CTaporo jaepe.a.
HUnbs nepeaBuHyJs ero 6JHKe, NTPOYHO YCTAHOBHJI.

— CkaMeeuka? — WyTJAUBO 6pocus HMue H3 siMBI.

— Ckameeuyka. — CTapHK NOJIOXKHJ NMAYyKy CHrapeTr Ha KO-
pABBbIH cTBOJ. — CMeHHTh? MoxeT ycTtaj? — ABIMHJ OH CHra-
peToHu.

— Jla Hert, KypHu ewe. dta pabora MHe B OTAbBIX. Tpyn
CBOOOJHOro uyeJoBeKa. A uTo Bbillle cBoOOAbl, cKaxH, Maba?

— Hy, cmorpu. Iloxoxy noka.— HertoponauBbiM IIarom:
CTapHK mnoulesa B rayO6HHY gBOpa K cany.

Koraa-to, HaBepHoe, XOpOLLIO yXOXKeHHbIH, 3HABLUH{ 3a60Ty
yeJIOBEYeCKOH PYKH cal Tellepb I'yCTO 3apoc MOJOAbLIMH Oec-
MPU30PHBIMH noberamMmu, KOTOpble KOJKO TECHHJHCh CPeIH CTa-
pbIX JA€epeBbeB.

[Ilypmia camoraMd B MNpOLIJOTOAHEH CCOXLIeHCs JIHCTBe,,
OTOABHrasi BeTKH, OH TOlIeJ HeMHOro B riay0b. ¥ OCHOBaHHS
OAHOH H3 $5I6JIOHb, TKHYBILUUCH TOPJIBILIKAMH, BaJISIJIHCh TPsi3-
Hble OYTBIJIKH, PSIIOM XKeJiTeJ OOpBbIBOK CTapOi raseThl.

Cang 6bl1 Kak 6bl BTOPOH 4YacTbl0 OrpoOMHOro asopa. B
NepBOH CTOSAJ MOKOCHBLUIMHCS HU3KHH JOM.

HNiabsi ewe HeMHOro moronaJj MO ABOPYy H HaNpaBHJCA K
AOMHKY: B HeM camoe Xopollee MeCTO AJi HX JOMHKOB H
Jlonar.

HMuye 3a nogHsSBWIMMCS XOJMHKOM YyXe He OblJIO BHIHO,
JUWb TpO3[bs B3JieTaBUIeH TIJHHBl, pacchbilasch B BO3AYyXe,
nagaJju Ha rOpOUK 3eMJH, CKaThHIBAJHUCh K €€ OCHOBAHHIO.

HNnba nonowen Kk usbymke. Ha crapeiii  pacTpecKaHHOR
ABepH 3aMKa He 6bl10. OH yBepeHHO NOTsiHYyJ ee. JOMHK co-
CTOSIJ1 M3 ABYX KOMHAT C OChiMaBLIMMHCS CTeHaMH. B Ho3apH
yAapuJa 3amax THHJH H ChHIpOoCTH. HMabsi marHys Ko BTOpOH
KoMHaTe. HeoXXHIaHHBHH 1WOPOX OCTAaHOBHJ cTtapuka. OH
3amep.

— ¥Y-y, cykal — nocaZlHO mOpOLIHIEN OTTyAa MYXKCKOM
roJioc.

— Cne3aii xe! — WeJeCTHYJ XEHCKHH MLIeMnoT.
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Habs ObicTpo 3arasinyn B KomHaty. Ha pasBajuBuieMmcs
Jl1BaHe 3aMepJH APYr Ha APY»KKe [ABa TeJa.

CrapHk oulapaueHHo 6pocH/csi H3 AOMHKA, OBLICTPO 3aTo-
naJa K Hue.

Tor culen Ha cTBOJe, OUHILAJ LIENKOH MOJAOLIBY Caror.

— Tbl 4yero? — HACTOPOXKHUJICSA OH, YBUAEB CKOPYIO NOXO.-
Ky Habn.

Ctapuk CKJOHHJCS K 06YyObIlIY, H, CJIOBHO €r0 MOIJIH YCJIbl-
laTh B 3TOM 3a06polIeHHOM JBOpe, CTaJ LIENTaTh Ha YyXO.

HNue, B3rsnsiHyB HA HeOyMeHHOe JIMIO cTapuiero aApyra, pac-
cMesJicss BCKHHYB TOJIOBY.

310, BUAUMO, OO6HAEJNO CTapHKa, OH HAaCyMJeHHO OGPOCHJI:

— Huuero cmewHoro He BHXY! — cXBaTHB Jomarty, OH
lardysa O6blJIO K KOJIOALY, HO HeBAaJeKe B3BHU3THYJH MeTJIH
CTapo ABEpH.

OrJasiHy/IMCb.

M3 nomuka Bbillles] MOJIOAOH MYXKYHHA C MOMSITBIM JIHI[OM.
'3a HUM BOpPOBATO BHITJISIHYJIa CCOXLIASICH XKEeHUIHHA, GLICTPO
LIMBITHYJa K BOPOTaM.

— JlokaTtuJics mapeHb! — KauHyJ roJsioBoi HMabs.

— A TbI ero 3Haeuwb? — cnpocua Huye.

— KTo0 X ero He 3Haer. Baac. 3oJ0Thie pykH 6bliH. JI10-
00ii TeJeBU30p MOYUHHUTH MOT. Jla BOT YTO-TO MOTHYJO ero.

— bor B nomous! — Baac mogowen Kk HUM.

— Bce 6poanuib? — BONpPOCOM OTBETHJ CTapPHK.

— A uto MHe... — OH OnycTHJCA Ha XOJMHK BBHIOPOILIEH-
'HO# 3eMJIH, MOBeJ B3TJIIA0M MO ABOPY:

— CeMeHOBCKHE BJaJeHHsl, 3HAUUT?

— CeMeHOBCKHe.

— 9 6 nna storo xJjo6a U TNaJdbUEM He TMOLIEBeJHJI.
-CMOTpH-Ka, ellle U AoMa HeT, a 3a60p BOH KaKOH OTrpoxal:
KuTaickas creHa! [lackyaublit My»xuk. I 6 ero B 3TOM KOJOA-
e U YTOTHJI.

— Yero 3T0 THl B3beJiCsl HA Hero?

— Jla Ttak. He nepenowy takux. 51, Kak cobaka KollIeK,
‘BCeX CBoJIoueil 3a BepcTy uyto. — OH Geras rsaszaMHu OT cTa-
puka Ha Hue.

— IlooctopoxkHe# 6bl Thl CIOBaMH,— TJyX0 YKOPHYJ Habs.

— Jla s X HHUero... M3BHHH, KOJH UYTO... A BO3bMH MeHs
K ce6e.— HeoXXHIAaHHO OH TMOAXBATHJI JIeXaBLIYIO Yy CTBOJIA
jgonatry. — [Tomory. Ha 6yTbinky nawp u xBaTuT. — OH TyT
XKe CHpbrHya B KoJozeu. Purypa ero NoOJIHOCTbIO MOTOHYJa
B HEM, JIHIIb BbICOBbIBAJach celasi rojioBa C MPUNYXLIHM JH-
uom. I'maza BexKHAaMOLle yJbI6AJTUCD.

— Tbl X «ansa atoro xkJjaoba H najapueM Obl He MolleBe-
JIUJ»,— NoATPYyHUuN Hue.
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— Ha caoBe snoBuuwib? Tak s K He eMy, a BaM MOMOrark.
Xouy. A CBOJIOYb OH H €CThb CBOJIOYb,— TapaTOPHJA H3 SIMbi
ronoBa. — $1 U He oTKasbiBawoch. I 6 Takux... [la-a. Bce ceii-
yac CTpPOHKYy 3aTesyJi. UTO HH ABOp, TO AOM MOAHHMAaeTCH.
baarococrosinne... Tonbko Ha uem crtpost? [lylly uesoBeue-
CKYI0 B 6€TOH 3aMYypOBAJIH H CTPOST...

— He nwo6uuib Th J104eH,— xKaJes, yKOPHJ CTapHK.

— A rae TH BUAMLIb HX, JdIOAeii? — KpacHble nmpunyxuiue
rnmasa B siMe BNHUJHCh B JHLO cTtapuka. — ['ne onu? Jloau!
J[leHe:KHOMy 4YeJIOBEKY 3aAHHIY paclLeJyloT, a ynaBllero Aajb-
e B MponacTh COUXHYT. PacronuyT U cnuxHyT. M motom ele
nocMenBaTbcsl OyAyT. JIIOAW OAHH 3aKOH TMPHU3HAIOT: CHJIbHBIH,
ecJd OH Jaxe CBOJIOYb, yejoBe-ek! M1 He BaxKHO, 4TO OH pon-
Horo 6pata 3anpocTo TakK npoaacrt... Ho ectb apyroi 3akoH! —
OpaTOpPCTBOBAJIA B siMe cellasi rOJIOBA:

— Iloka ecTb Ha 3eMJie XOTb OAHH CJa6blii — HET CHJb-
HbiX! UTO, He Tak? — rJjiasa M3 KOJIOAIlA BCKOJIb3b MOCMOTpPEJH
Ha Uue.

Tot ¢ yabi6Ko#t Habaona 32 HUM.

— UYro, He Tak? — Buoac mpuUCIOHHJICA CHNHHOH K CTEHKe
KoJoaua. — BoT g cuaabblid-canabblii, a KaK AOCTAHYT MeHs 3TH
CHJIbHble, YTO HEBMOTOTY, 51 UX, KaK KJIOMOB!

Crapuk KauyHyJ roJiOBOH:

— Hy u paeus...

— UYro, He Tak? A Thl caM JIOGHWb 3THX JIOAEH?

— A 3a uTOo MHe HX He JOOUTB? JIIOAH MHe HHYEro MJo-
XOro He caeJsaJjiy.

— Bot-BoT. Besi Bawa nw060Bb 10 mnepBoro 3Ja.. A xo-
yelllb s NOKaXxy, YTO He JIOOHULIb Thl JIOAeH U He yBaXKaellb.
ux? Xouellb? — Byac Tsaxesno BbiKapabkaJcsi M3 KOJOAULA.

— Hy, nokaxHu.

— W nokaxy... Bor ckaxH, y Teb6s deHbr'H eCTb?

— Hy # urto?

— Hy u uto! — OH 3akypuJs H3 JiexaBllejf Ha CTBOJIE:
Nnayky, MpocMakoBaJ mnapy 3arsxKek. — Hy, jponyctum, y Ttebs
JeHbru ecTb,— 6JaroAywHo ¢uaocopcrroBan Buaac. — Tak
BOT, BbIHAM cefiyac Ha caMoe JIIOJHOe MeCTO H pacCKaxKH, 4To
y Te6ss mHoro geHer. Ckaxeuwb? He ckaxews? A nouemy He
ckaxelb? [lotromy urto T, HMabs, ucnyraeuwsncs. Mcnyraeus-
csd, yto Tebs TyT XKe U o6Jonowat. JIHwaT Te6s1 TBOUX COKPO-
Bull! A ecaM Tbl CONPOTHBJSATbHCS OyAellb, H Ha TOT CBeT He-
HApOKOM OTKOMAaHAUPYIOT. Tak uTO He BHIHAEWb Thl K JIOASIM
c aeHexkKaMH. Hao60opoT: B KakoH-HHOYAb TaHHHUUYOK, MOAAJb-
lIe OT TeX e JIJeHd U 3aHblKaellb. BoT U Bcsi /1060Bb.

HMue uckoca riasHysn Ha crapuka. ToT, CKpeCTHB PyKH Ha
MCOHOH JIMTOH TPYAH, XMYpPO rJsAel B KOJOHdeL:
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— Ecau 51 v cnpsiuy, TO He OT JOAeld, a OT CBOJIOYEH,—
TJIyX0 pacCTaBHUJ CTapHK.

— Xopouwo Tl noBepHysa! BbikpyTuacs! — nocMeHnBaJcs
Buaac.

— He 3a6biBaiica! — tkHyn HUabsi. — §1 He Ha cyne y Tebs!
M 3anoMHH: s HHKOraa W He nepel KeM He BBIKpyYHBaJCH.
[loHsn? — OH MOBBICHJ ToOJIOC.

— Jlagno. Yero Thl? — ¢ HEKOTOPOH HENMPHS3HbIO OTBETHJI
Baac.

CupeBLIHH B CTOPOHe O6pyObILI, TJIsAs MOA HOTH, CAEPXKH-
BasiCb, NPOrOBOPH.JI:

— IloroBopuuiu, H XxBaTUT... Tebs1 TaM TBOSI 1eBOYKA XKAET...

— A TBHI 4ero? — yCMexHy.Jcs TOT.

— Hnaun no-xopouwemy,— HMuye riasiHys1 B CTOPOHY.

— $I, no-moemy, He ¢ TO60OH pasroBapHuBadll...

HNuye cran nepen cuieBlIMM Ha cTBoJle Busiacom, BuenuJcs
B BOPOT ero py6allKH, cOpBaJl C MecTa. TOT NJIOXHYJCS Ha KO-
JIeHH, HcrnyraHHo 3a6opmortaJj: — Ue, WIYyTOK He NOHHMaeTte?
[TowyTtHua 1...

HMuye pa3oMKHyJ naJblibl, 6Pe3rJIHBO OTBEPHYBIIHCh, MOTPY-
CHJl PYKH.

— Hnu cBoelh moporoii,— nmonpocus CTapUK, HAa BCSIKHH
cJydyail CTaBWIHUH Mex HUMHU. — JlaBai.

ToT o6owesn XONMHK pbiKeil 3eMJIH, 3aTONaJjJ K BOPOTaM.
...Mlue ¥ cTapukK MOJIYAJHUBO CHIEJH HA CTapOM CTBOJIE.
Unba xMypo oT6bpocHa cHraperty, CxKaJ Tpylb.

— Tul yero? — Hacropoxuics Hue.

— Jla bBor ero 3naer... [Ipoiiger...

— JKenutbcsa tebe Hano, Mabga, u Bce genal

— XoTb 3aBTpa.

— A uto? Cepbe3Ho... Xouellb 51 Te6e TAKYI XEHUIHHY
Haiiay! Msrkymw, caaakyro! ITanpbudku o6/HKellb!

— CaM 910 a4 npo6oBaJi? — CKBO3b 60JIb YyJBLIOHYJCS CTa-
PHK.

— Hy utro tH, MHapa! Urto g, coBceM Takasi CBOJIOYL?
Ecan 6 s monpo6oBaJj, pasBe 6bl TeGe mNpensOKHJI?
Paccmesancs.

4

Oren ¢ Matepplo BO3BpallaJJHCh ¢ nporyJkd. Hamaau xy-
~auranbl. Ha rnmaszax Martepu oTtua H3pe3asd HOXOM. MaTb 6e3
co3HaHHs momnaJja B 6oabHHLy. [lonro 6osena. Ona 6uina Ge-
peMeHHa. Bce 310 oTpasuioch Ha peGeHKe. OH poluJ/cs Helo-
HOLUEHHBIM H ypOAJHBbIM. MaTh yMepJsia mnpH poaax...
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Takast serenna 6bia npuaymana aasi Mue B Jlome peben-
Ka. O6pyO6blll TMOBepHJ B Hee: OTYEro-TO K OH CTaJ TaKHM,
KakuM crtasa. OH BepHJ B 3TO A0 CAMOrO NOCJEJHEro BPeMEHH.
Bnopouem, 060 BceM 3TOM OH IaBHO yXe He AyMaJ.

XoTs, HaBepHOe, U He 3abbiBaJ. DTa JereHla XpaHHJACh
B €ro NMaMsiTH, KAK XPAHUTCS B MOTAHHOM SLIHKE CEMEHHbIH 10-
KYMEHT: 10 MOpbl 10 BpeMeHH He AyMaellb O HEM...

M moxker 6biTh, TaK W ocTaJjcsi B naMmsatH Hue obpas re-
pOHUECKHX pOAHUTeJieH, ecsid Obl He aKTep.

M tenepp 0o6py6bIll cHAesN B CBOei KBApTHpPe OIHMH C TOH
pas3/loOMaHHOH JIereHA0H, KOTOopas, KaK KpacHBass MackKa, CKpbl-
BaJla YPOAJHUBYIO TaKlHY.

Bech Beuep U3 Mo3ra He yXOAHWJH cJioBa Bepsl ApHOJbAOB-
Hbl, KOTOpasi A0 CaMOro MocJieJHero nbiTajaacb OTTOBOPHUTH, He
MOAHUMATb CTAPbIX GOJIBHHUHBIX JOKYMEHTOB.

Moxet 6biTh, H He HaAo 6bl710. Kak U MHoroe apyroe. Kak,
HaBepHOe, He HY)KHO OblJI0O BO3BpallaTbCs ClOAA.

Axktep. Crpeasth! Bcex crpeasite! Mue moayman o cBoeMm
NUCTOJIeTE.

Jlyulie 6bI He BO3BpalllaThCsl.

M sta kBaptHpa, O KOTOPOi OH CTOJIbBKO MeyTaJ, CTaHO-
BHUJIaCb KaMepOH MbITOK.

HMuye cupen Ha ngUBaHe 3a HHU3KHM XKYPHAJbHBIM CTOJHKOM.
Hanua noncrakana BOAKH, 3aJIIIOM BHINHJ. XPYCTHYJ OTYpPLOM.

[Toiimas ce6si Ha TOM, YTO BCe€ CBOH [BHKEHHs, MBbICJH
BHUASITCS CO CTOPOHbI, BBI3bIBAsl CTPAHHBbIE OUIyUIEHHSI: BOT OH
MOABHHYJ CTAaKaH, BOT B3sJ XJeb, MOAHeC KO PTy. DTO OH,
o0OpyO6HhIll, ceilyac CHAUT B 3TOH NMYyCTHIHHONH KBapTHpe, H 3TO B
€ro KOMHaTy HamJbIBalOT CyMepKH. Bce 3TO NPOHCXOAHUT C HUM.
Ectb Mup, u ecThb B 3TOM MHpe oH. Ho Bce, uTO CJay4HJOCH C
HHM, Ka)x<eTcs HeJlenoi cJyd4aiHOCTblO. Takas cyabba N0JKHA
Oblsia 6biTh He y Hero. OH He 3acayxXKHBaJ 3THH ydacTH. Bce
npoucxoasiuiee ¢ HUIM — HeJsenas nayubsi ¢anrasus. OH, Hue,
JOJI3KEH Oblg 6bl KHTh HHaye. DTO He ero XKH3Hb, He ero
cyab6a ¥ He ero BHelwlHOoCTh! Ho mouemy Bce 3TO mMpOHCXOIHUT
¢ HuM? MMeHHO ¢ HUM?

HNue He3zameTHO AJa cebs MOAHSJCS, MpouUIesacss MO KOMHa-
Te. [o/Ir0 HEeBHASIIUMMH TrJja3aMH CMOTpesJ B OKHO.

CKOpO moracHeT U 3TOT AeHb. 3aBTpPa NPUAET HOBBLIH. ToJb-
KO C HOBbIM JHEM BCe OCTaHeTCsi KakK O6bl10. M HHKyna He
yileT ero 60/b, €r0 HEMOHHMAaHHUe H HENMpPUsITHE 3TOr0 MHpaA.

...yt INayka.

Ho torpa kak Xutb ¢ 3THM? XOTsI KTO 3acCTaBJjseT XKHUTb?
HMue BHyTpeHHe ycMexHyJCsi: BOH e€CTb HOBEHbKHH <«BaJibTep»
C AByMs o0OHMaMH, H XOouelllb — XXHBH, a He XOuYellb — He
>kuBU. Xouellb — OyAb LIYTOM, a He XOdYelllb — HHKTO He 3a-
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cTtaBJjseT... MoxHo 6bl H.. «BaJbTepa». HeBesauka mnoreps.
[IIlyToB XOTb Mpya Mpyau: BCs 3eMJsl...

He6eca noxoxaTbiBaJu.

HNue Hanua cebe BOAKH.

BcnoMHuKCh geBYLIKa B 3eJ€HOM I[JlaThe, €e OJAHHOKas
¢Hurypa cpeau IOBOJBHBIX CHITHIX POXK M cBoe obellaHue: «$l
NpHEeIY».

Hano 6path MalluHy U — K Hell...

Oun ocMmotpes cebsi: odeT YUCTO, AOCTaJ H3 KapMaHa uyep-
HYIO MaJleHbKYl0 pacuecKky, notonaJ B BaHHYI0. OTKpbIB ABepb,
3amep. 3epkaJo, ellle OCTaBllieecsi OT CTapoOro X03siMHa, BHcCe-
JIO BBICOKO.

HMuye npuBaJjuics nJjedoM K J1BEPHOMY KOCSKY, CBECHJ TO-
J0BY. «Crna-cH-Teby.

XMeJIbHBIMH T'1a3aMH OH JOJITO CMOTpeJ Ha CTapylo MoXeda
TEeBLUYIO OT BOABl MU BpeMEeHHM BaHHY, nepenoJas yepe3d 60prT,
BbITAHYJICA HA ee CyXOM INblJIbHOM [HE, CJOXHJ Ha TpyaH Ja-
A0oHU. He xBaTaJ/io TOJNBKO CBEYKH.

«ITOKOHHHK» ycJabllllaJ, KaK roroyeT Hajg HHUM BCS BCeJIEH-
Hasd, HaApblBaeT uepHble, HaOUTble AepbMOM KHIIKH. M naxe
OJAHHOKas [eBOYKa NOoJ [AepeBOM, B3IJISHYB Ha <«YCOILIEro»,
yJAbIOHyJach U 3aTeM... a 3aTeM Hue 3aKMHYJ HOTY Ha NOAHSA-
TYI0 YrOJIKOM KOJIEHKY H XMeJBbHBbIMH TOJIOCOM H3 MOXeJTeB-
LIel MacTH BaHHbl 3aropJiaHUJ CTAPYI0 U3BECTHYIO MECHIO:

HInpoka cTpaHa Mos poxHas!
MHoro B Helt JiecoB, noJyieil H pek!
S1 npyro# Takoil cTpaHHl He 3Halo,
[ne Tak cyactauB 6ula 6H yeJoBek!

M. BckuHyB pyKH Hajg co6OH, meBel, a Tenepb U QUPHKep,
a3apTHO MOBTOPHII:

1 npyroit Takoii cTpaHbl He 3HalO,
I'me tak cyactiaHB 6HlJ OB YeJaoBeK!

MoxeT ObITb, OT NECHH, MOXKET, ellle OT Yero-To, OTYasiHHe
o6py6bilia cTaJo 000pauHBaTbC KAKHM-TO 3JIBIM XMeJbHbIM
BeceJibeM.

OH BBHINPBLITHYJ H3 BaHHLI, IPHHEC U3 KOMHATHl JAepeBsiH-
HbI{ LMK, BJe3 Ha Hero. -

Bor Tenepb B caMblii pa3: 3epKaJio HAXOAUJOCh HA YPOBHeE
JHLlA, U Jaxe NMPHUIJIOCh UyTOYKY MOJOTHYTb KOJIEHKH.

[IpuuecaBlIHCh, OH HaweJa ceb6d AOBOJBHO CHMIATHYHBIM
NMapHeM C MYXXeCTBeHHbIM TBEPABIM MOAOOPOJKOM H KpaCHBHI-
MH BbIpa3UTeJbHbBIMH TJ1a3aMH.

JleBouKka B 3eJieHOM IlJlaThe NOMaxaJia eMy H3-Noj AepeBa
Jla 10LIKOH.
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HMue oTnUXHYJ SUIUK NMOJ PakKOBHHY H CHOBA 3aTsHyJ Ie-
CEHKY O CTpaHe, B KOTOPO#, KaK HHrle B MHpe BOAHJOCb MHO-
KeCTBO CYACTJIHBYHKOB.

OH 3aMKHyJ1 ABepb, Ba)KHO NMOOGpEeHUYdB KJIOYaMH, cbexas
co cryneHek. CTapyuwKH, CHAeBIIHe y NMOoAbe3a Ha CKaMeiKe,
XOpPOM TO3JA0pPOBAJIUCh CO CBOMM HOBBIM XKHJbBILOM H Harpa-
AU €ero CNHHY MHOrO3HAUHUTEJNbHBIMH YJbIOKaMH: HaBecele,
MOJI, COCef.

...BoauTesp nomnaJics JIMXOH CBOHCKHH MapeHb, H 06py6bILL,
CHAS1 Ha 3aJHeM -CHIAeHbe, XMeJbHO NOKAllHKBAas rJja3aMH, 3a-
neJ eMy 3acCTpsIBIIYIO B MO3ry NecHW. Tam, rie Hago, TAHYJI
OT AYLUH, H, KaXeTcd, B Te CEeKVHIbl, C YIOBJETBOpDEHHEM OT-
MeuaJl, YTO BHIXOAHUT y Hero A0BOJIbHO HENJoXo.

... S1 apyroit Takoi cTpaHbl He 3Halo,
[ne Tak cyactauB Oblj Obl YeJsiOBEK!

Boautesb, noiimaB B 3epkaJie o63opa raaza Hue, co cHu-
CXOJUTEJbHOH YJBIOKOH MOMNpaBHJI:

... BOJIbHO JBILIHT...»

Hue TyT XKe NpUHSJ NONPABKY:

$I npyroii Takoi cTpaHbl He 3HAlO,
F'netak BOJIBHO OBIIUIHUT vyenosek!

Ho BcrnoMHHJIOCH HCyraHHOE JIMIO A€BOYKH H3 CIEIHHTep-
HaTa: «... NyCTb CMacyT MeHsl OTCIOAA...»

HNue oTkuHyJscsi Ha cuaeHbe. De3pasnnuHo cMoTpes B Te-
pelnHee CTeKJIO.

Ha rgnasa cran Has3oiJaMBO monajaTbh CBHCABLIHH C 3ep-
KaJla YepHblH CTeKJsHHbIH 4epTHK. OH BHCeJ HAa KPacHOH HHT-
Ke, NOKayuBasiCb B3aj-Brepel, CJOBHO Ha KaueJsXx.

— Topmosu! — HeoxxunanHo 6pocusn Mue onewnBuiemMy Bo-
autento. — [loenem Hazan.

BoauTenb cHOBa moiimaJ B 3epkaJie rnasa Mue, npucradb-
HO B3IVISIHYJI, HO 06pyO6bill OTBEJ TrJasa.

[IponycTHB HeCKOJIbKO BCTPEYHBIX MALLHH, TMOBEPHYJIH.

YepTHUK MO CTEKJOM OT Pe3KOro pa3BopoTa GPBIKHYJ KPO-
XOTHBIMH KOIBITIAMH, BepTaHYJICS HA HHUTKe.

Ha o6paTHOM nyTH OCTaHOBHJIHCb y NMPHAOPOXKHOTO Kade.
Huye mon6aBun K BBHINUTOMY ellle NOJCTaKaHa H TMPHXBATHJ
OHY OYTBIJIKY AJISI CTapHKa.

5

AKTep U CTapHK cHIeJH 32 CTOJTHKOM BO3Jie OKOILIKA.
[To mwaraM B KOpPUAOPUYHKE OHH YKe 3HAJIH, 4yTO Boluea Hue,
H MOBEPHYJHUCh KO BXOAY yJbIOAIOIIUMHUCS JIHIIAMH.

55



O6py6billl MbSIHO cTaJl B ABEPSX.

— A Mbl Tebs1i o6bicKaauch! — 6JaroAyWHO YKOPHJ aKTep
H KHBHYJ Ha OyTBIIKY B ero pykax. — KM mo kakomy cJjayudaro
6aHKeT?

Hue »xenyHo ycMexHyscs:

— baunker? A-a, 6aHke-eT... — 3akpuuyaa oH. — Huabs! —
OH C TrpOXOTOM MoOCTaBuJ OyTblJAKYy Ha cTtoJ. — [laBaii 6oka-
Jbll — 06py6billl BOJIOKOM NMPOTAWHUJI K cToay Tabypert. Ceu.

Henas BuA, 4TO He 3aMeyaeT akKTepa, CJOBHO H HET ero B
3TOif MaJIeHbKOH KOMHaTe, NMPHOJIM3HJ K CTApHUKY JIHLO:

— Hue Tenepp He 6e3poaHblii. Mue 3HaeT, KTO ero poau-
TeJH.

Hnpa n aktep o6MeHsJIHCb OJMHAKOBO TJYNOBATbIMU YJILIG-
KaMH, CJOBHO APYT B APYXKKY MOCBETHJH IBa TYCKJbIX (hoHApS.

B kKoMHaTe noBHcJIa CKOJIb3Kas THUIMHA, OYATO pbi6GHHA Ha
KpIOUKe.

— M k10 XKe? — ¢ mpexHeir raynod yJbl6KOH BbIPOHHJI
aKrep.

— Kr10? — KJIOHYJ JHUOM K cTOJy O6pPYOBII H XMBIK-
HyJ. — Kro... A Tbl! — ThikHysn Hue He moaHumas rJaas.

AKTep NPHOTKpPBHIJI POT, OrJyLUIEHHO 3aMep, CJOBHO eMYy TMO-
JaJu OeTCKYl0 KOMaHAy: «3aMpHu!»

— $I?! — enBa ouyxaJicsi OH, HeyBepEeHHO NPHUJOXKHUB MaJell
K CEOeH rpvai.

— A uyto s? § 6pocan «ypoaueB» no ageraoMam? ? —
O6pyO6bill 3,10 BJENHJ KYyJaKOM IO CTOJY.

ByTblika moackoyuJsia, cBaJiMjach M NMOKATUJIA MO CTOJY B
cTopoHy akTtepa. OHa mnepekaTbiBajach LeJyl BeYHOCTb, TO
nob6JecKUBasi MPO3PayHbIM CTEKJIOM, TO BHINSUYUBAsI 3eJIeHBbIH
60K 3THKETKH.

Ha kpato cTosa nokauHyJsach U 3amepJa.

— Tocnoau! — yxKacHyJcsa aktep, CJAOBHO TPHUINOMHHJ Ka-
Kyl0-TO JAaBHIOI0 BHHY. — ['ocnoan! — OH cBecHJs T0JIOBY.

HNabs cupen norynsch, 3a6bIB PO ABIMHBILYIO B pyKe CH-
rapery.

OO6pyO6bill BLIXBATHUJ ee, XKAAHO 3aTSAHYJCS U 3allelcs B
ryCTOM KallJje, B MHHYTYy INpeBPAaTHBLINCb B CHHUKLIEro cra-
pHKa.

AKTep MosvaJHBO IJIaKaJ, Npsiya 3aTyMaHeHHbIe OT CJie3
raasa.

TsKen0 MOAHSBIIUCH, CCYTYJISICh, CJIOBHO OIJIeBaHHasi Mpo-
CTUTYTKA, BbilIeJ H3 KOMHATHI.

HNuye c HeHaBHCTbIO CMaxHYJ OYTHIJIKY CO CTOJIa, OHA TpoOX-
HyJlach O CTEHKY H paaJieTesacb N0 KOMHAaTe MOKPBbIMH OCKOJI-
KaMH.
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AKTep ocTaBHJ BXOAHYIO ABEPb OTKPLITOH: B KOMHATYy OT-
YOTJAHBO JOHOCHJICS OBICTPbId H 3aTHXAIOLIHHA 3BYK €ro LIaros.

Tpyaroe mosuaHHe pa3fiesuJo cTapuka u o6py6biwa. bya-
TO NMOAHSJH MOCTHL. .

O6a cugenu cBecHB TroOJIOBBI, H36erass CMOTpeTb APYr Ha
apyra.

Vue BcTaJ, HeJIOBKUM ABHXKeHHeM HH3KOro 6eipa OMpOKH-
HyJ TabypeT, C NMpeXHUM O6e3MOJBHECM MOTOMNAJ H3 KOMHATHI.

— ¥Yxomuup? — rayxo 6pocuJ CTapuK B €ro KOPOTKYIO
KBa1PaTHYIO CIHHY.

— Yxoxky.

CrapHk ocraJjcsd B KOMHAaTe OoAuH. [{oJro cMoTpesa Ha cTe-
HY — B TeMHO€ NSATHO OT pa36uBlUelcs OYyThHIJIKH.

KopoTkHil, cemensilui war HMue cTux.

6

Yie paBHO 06py6blll cHae]d OOHH B TeMHOH KoMmHarte. B
JOMaxX HaNpOTHB :KeJTbIMH TPSIMOYroJbHHKAMH CBETHJHCH
OKHa.

Tam To:xke obutaau awoau. Eau, nuau, o6bscHAMUCH B J106-
BU. MoxeT ObiTb, CCOPUJINCh U HeHaBUAeJH Apyr Apyra. Ho
B HX OKHaX ropes CBeT.

TaM XOTeJH »KHTb.

M kakoii 6Bl HeckJaaHOH HH OblJ1a XH3Hb HX, OHH 3aXKHra-
Ji cBeT H 6yayT 3TO HeJsiaTh 3aBTpa, Nocje3aBTpa — H30 AHS
B JCHb.

B cBoeM XKaqHOM CTpeMJIEHHH XKHUTb JIOAH MOXOXH HA MYT-
HHUKGB, MpOOUBaIOUIUXCS CKBO3b MYPTY.

U u3-3a Berpa, 4TO XJelleT B JHIO, COUBAET C HOT, JIOIH
He TepSIIOT XKeJlaHHs XKHTb, H, HA060POT, 3TO XKeJlaHHe NpeBpa-
IlaeTcss B XKaXAy, H NYTHHKH C yNPSIMCTBOM MNPOGHBAIOTCS
CKBO3b CMEpPTEJNbHYI0 HEemoroay, 4ro6 BOT TaK OJHaXIbl IpO-
CTO 3a)Keyb B CBOEM JOMe OKHa.

HMuye kasajocp, 4TO OH [AABHO YyXe NPHOUT MeTeJbl0 K
3eMJle, HO y Hero HeT HH MaJleHlIero XeJaHus MOAHSAThCS H
Hanepekop BCEMY HATH.

3ayem OAMHOKOMY YpOAlLly OCBellaTb CBOIO KOMHaTy? Pas-
Be 4TOO OOHAXKHTb €€ MyCThIHHOE€ H HUKYEMHOE HyTpO?

BcnoMHuIICA cTapblii COH: KOJIOAEW.. MayK... XXH3Hb...

... CaMoe ctpauHoe, Korga y Te6sl €CTb AOM, B KOTOPOM
HEKOMY YJBIGHYTbCS.

Ho tenepbr emy, Mue, 6610 Bce paBHO. I OH ¢ Kakoii-To
OTUYeTJUBOCTbIO OCO3HABAaJ, YTO eMy 6e3pas/iHueH CBeT B TeX
OKHax, 6e3pas3/jiHyHa CBOsI XH3Hb, CBOSI CMepTb, 6€3pa3JyinyHO,
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YTO TMHCTOJIET OCTaJicsl y cTapuka, 6e3pasjiUyHO, yTO Oynaer
nocJie TOro, Kak BCe CJYYHUTCH...

O6py6bill OOTHHOKHM MPH3PAKOM BBLICKOJB3HYJ H3 TEMHOM
KOMHATbL, Y BXOJa B KYXHIO HaJaBHJ Ha BBIKJIKOYATE/b.

Ha kyxHe BcnbixHyJia BHceBUIas 6e3 JIOCTPbl JaMIOYKa,
HMuye nnoTHo mpuaaBHUB NJjedyoM, 3aKpblJ 3Bepb, 3a1paB roJOBY,
MoCMOTpesa Ha (HOPTOYKY: 3aKphbITA.

XMeJlb OT BBIUTOrO ellle AepKaJ MO3T, HO BCe CBOH [ei-
ctBUsi Mue BHaes OTYET/IHBO, C XOJOAHBIM Ge3pas/iHuHeM.

OH crtaa BoO3Jie ra3oBOH MJHUTHI: HECKJAaJHblH U He Ha-
MHOro Bbllle ee, C PAaBHOAYLIHeM aBTOMaTa BBEpPHYJ 4YepHble
KJIOBHKH, MYCTHJ ra3 H3 BCeX yeTblpeX KOH(}pOPOK.

BoipBaBLIMHCSI U3 MaJieHbKHX KPYIJblX OTBEPCTHUH ras Io-
3MEHHOMY 3alluneJs, NPpeBpaTUJCS B POBHBIH LlIeJeCcT, MOXOXHUH
Ha CKOJIbXXeHHe aBTOMAalIHH.

OH npUABHHYJ K cTOJy TabypeT, 06XBAaTHUB JHLO KOPOT-
KAMU JIaJOHSIMH, yrepcsl O CTOJ JIOKTAMH.

BpeMs H3MeHHJIO CKOPOCTb.

Msrko, no-Kowayby 3aypuaJsl BKJIOUYHBLWIHACH XOJOAHJIbHHUK,
npopaboTaB HECKOJIbKO MHUHYT, Pe3KO CMOJIK H B HaBaJIUBLIEH-
Cs THIIHHE CHOBA OTYEeTJHBO 3alllUNeJid 4YeTbipe Tra30Bble
KOODHI.

B noMe HanpoTHB AaBHO mnoracjad OTHU. JIMWb O4HO-ABA
OKHAa, KaK 3a06bITble CBEYKH, HATIOMHHAJH O CbeleHHOM TEMHO-
TOH BBICOTHOM JOMe.

HNue cuaen NpUCIOHHBUINCH K CTeHe, 6€3AYMHO TIJsl1s1 Ha
ra3oByl IMJIMTY, U3 KOTOPOH pa3MepeHHO BBICKOJb3aJia ero
CMepTh.

Ho Bce kazanoch 6e3pa3iuuHbiM. Jlymia 6bja nmycToM, Kak
MOKHUHYThIEe NTHYbU THEe3/1a.

Hounasi npoxsnana 3abpasace noa py6auwky. HMue Bbiuied
M3 KYXHH, BEpHYJICS C HAOpOLIeHHbIM Ha IMJeyd MNHIXAKOM,
CHOBA MJOTHO NMPUAABHJ ABEepb MJeYyOM H ceJl 3a CBOH CTOJIHK.

Teno nmouyBCcTBOBAJIO MPHUJIUB TemJa.

OG6py6blll 10JTO HEMOABHXKHO CHIAEJ ONEepUIHCh HA JIOKTH.

[lon 3aKpbITBIMH TJa3aMH O00O3HAYHJHUCH TeMHble KDPYTH.
KazaJgoch, rosioBacThHil 4esOBeK yCHYJ, NOATNEpPeB JHUUO KOPOT-
KHMH pYKaMH.

M nuuwp Koraa noAHHMAJIMCh NMPHUMyXWHe, O60JbLIHE, KaK
6a60ukH, BeKH, OOHaxXaJHCb CyXHe OeCCOHHble rJasa.

B kakoe-To BpeMs, CTOHJIO JIMLIb CAeNaTh MaJieHbKoe 1BH-
KeHHe, OCTPO OLIYLIaJicsl MPUTOPHO-UECHOYHBIH 3amax rasa.
Ho cTounsio cHOBa 3acThITb B HEMOJABHXKHOM MO3€, 3TOT TOLIHOT-
HbIi 3alax ucyesad.

O6py6hill XOpOUIO MOMHHJI, YTO HUKAKHX BOCNOMHHAHHH O
npolleflleii XXHU3HH, KAK 3TO MOXXHO OBIJIO TPOYHTATb B KHHXK-
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Kax, He OblJ10 BoBce. He OblJIO »xKaJ0CcTH HH K cebe, HH K yXO-
Oan1eil KH3HH.

EauHCcTBEHHO, YTO 11€MKO BTUHJOCH B MaMsTh, 3TO TO, UTO
O TIOHSJ: YTO SIBJASIJIOCH CAMLIM CTpallHbIM [AJ8 caMOyOHHIL,
YTO HYXKHO OblJIO MpeonoseTb. ATO TO, YTO HMeJaCh B O 3 M O XK-
HOCTb. BO3MOXHOCTSH yBUIETh OJHU3KOrO 4esoBeKa, 00-
HATb ero, nomnpowatbesd. M 310 6bl1 caMblii TpyAHBIH 6apbep:
Belb y Tebsi, TOKA TH ellle KHUB, eCTb BO3MOXXHOCTb IMOCJIeIHUH
pas3 YBUAEThb, OOHSATH, NTPOHU3HECTH NPOCTOE 4YeJOBe-
ueCcroe CJIOBO.

JdyMmass 06 >TOM, OH BCNOMHHJ O OeBYLIKe H3 HHTepHATa,
ee npocbbe, yBUAEJHCh MOHHUKUIHE MJeYyd CTapHKa H YXOAHUB-
asi, a Temnepp OKa3blBaeTcs HaBcernaa, cropbJieHHasi ¢urypa
akrepa.

1 BOT 6blJ1a BO3MOXXHOCTb 3aKDbITh T'a30Bble KPaHbl U YBH-
JleTh BCeX CHOBA.

HMue cunbHell yKyTaJsacs B NHIXKaK.

CKOJIbKO BpeMeHH OH yXe CHAeJ 3a CTOJHKOM He 3Hall,
HaBepHAKA, He OJHUH yac. BecnpeprBHo BbITeKaBUIHH ra3 He
IeficTBOBAJI.

HagepHnoe, B Te munytol Mue peiictBuTenbHo 6blya 6e3nas-
JUYHOH H, MOXKeT ObiTb, MIPOTHBHOH €ro »XHU3Hb: OTPELIEHHO OH
MOCTABHJl CBeYKy MeX [BYX KOH(OpOK: NyCTb OyleT B3pHIB.

Ha cexynay 3amymaJics, Kaxercs, ciaejan Hald co6ofi ycH-
JIHe, 10CTaJ U3 KOPOOKHU CIHUKY.

CHoBa nomennuJ. ATo A0JKeH Obl1 O6bITh KoHell. He 3Has
cam, Kak 3TO mnpou3ouo, 6bicTpo uupkHyJ. CBeuya 3arope-
JIaCh... HO H TOJBKO...

O6py6billl BepHYJICS Ha CBOE MECTO H CHOBa, 0OXBAaTHB Jia-
JOHSAMH roJioBy, XnaaJ. Benb momxkeH kKorga-HHGYAb BOCMJIa-
MEHHUTbCS ras.

[IIunenu roJIOBKH BceX yeThbipex KOHGOPOK, H MPH MaJei-
IIeM JBUXKEHHH B TPyAb MPOHHUKAJ TMPUTOPHBIA YECHOUYHBIH
3amnax.

PoBHO, H3peaKa KOJblXasich, ropeJsia CBeyKa.

He3sameTHO cTaJjio cBeTaTh.

HNue nonusacs. llaruyn K naMTe H cHOBa, TOYHO NepecH-
JuBas cebs, 3amep. beanymHo cmoTpesn Ha ocTpoe mJaams.

B Kakylo-ToO CeKyHAy HEOXHIaHHO AJis1 ce6s1 OH pe3KO TOJIK-
HHUJI CBeYy Ha LIHMNeBLIYIO KOHDOPKY.

OHa MTHOBEHHO BCIBIXHYJIA rOJYGHIM TIOJNbIMAHOM, H BCJe[
3a Hed OJHA 3a APYrol 3aropejUuCb OCTaJbHbIE TpH...

Ho B3pbiBa, KOTOPBIA [JOJIKeH OblJl NMPOH3OHTH, HE TPOH-
30LJIO.

O6py6bIll 00JT0, MOKa Xap He 3ajblllajg y JHla, CMOTpel
Ha YeThbipe TOPEBLUHX TIOJIbMIAHA, YeThipe SAOBHTHLIX I[BETKa,
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KOTOpble, Ka3aJoCh, NO Ybeli-TO BOJI€ HETOCTHKHMO OCTaBHIH
eMy XH3Hb...

s yero-to OH eule HOJKeH ObiJ OCTAThCS Ha 3eMJe.

. A moToM npuilea cTapHk.

AXiyB, pacnaxHy.a OKHa, ABepH, TMPHHAJCA NPCBETPHBATH
3ara3oBaHHYIO KBApTHUDY.

— [loiigem KO MHe! — nmpHKasaJa OH, HO B 3TOM HENpPHBbIU-
HOM [JIs Hero KOMaHAUPCKOM TOHe TauJacb 60Jb.

Crapuk npHuBes o6py6bilia K cebe, MOCTEJNHJ B «€ro» 1alib-
HCIl KOMHaTe:

— Hano Beicnatbes! — 6poCHJ OH U COKpPYLIEHHO NMOKayaJl
rosioBodl,— bor Te6s cmac, 4To MHCTOJET Yy MeHs...

— Bce orauuno! — 3akypaxunacsi Mue. OH cugen Ha Kpo-
BaTH, CTacKuBasi HOCcOK. — Tenmepp s — JIluuyHoctn! $ cmor
STO! d y6un Ilayka! — llapcTBeHHbIM JBHXXEHHEM OH OT-
IIBLIPHYJ HOCOK K HOXKe KpoBaTH. — Hy kak?! TBopeu s re-
nepb HJAH He TBopeu?! — Pasaernlii no nosic, Mue kakum-to
IIapbKOM BoccelaJs Ha KpoBaTu. )Knaau.

— Tul 6ec,— He3JI0 H COKPYIUIEHHO BbIAOXHVJ CTapHK, CHO-
Ba C YKOPH3HOH mnokauyaJ roJoBod. — Tul coxpellb cebsi! Ce-
651 U — cam!

O6py6bill 3aMep Ha KpoBaTH. B MaJjieHbKOH KOMHaTe cTa-
Jgo tuxo. Mue noaymas o cemo6opoaom crapiie, MeJbKHYJa B
naMsaTd ero ObicTpasi yablbKa U CJOBHO Kyda-TO NMOMAaHHUJA.

— Tenepsb 5 3naw! — BbLAOXHYA Hue.

— UYero 3to T 3Haewsb? — bosabwas ¢urypa Hasu 3a-
MOJIHUJIA TIPOEM JBEpH.

— § cucremy nonsin1. CHauaja BCe POXKAAITCA LIYTaMH.
Ho Tonbko oHM He 3HawT 3toro. IToToM KaxXAablii HayHHaeT
MOHUMATh MPO cebsl, 4YTO OH WIYT. A KTO 3TO MOHHMAeT, TOT Je-
JJaeTcsl HJIM MAayKOM, HJH cTapueM. B OCHOBHOM, Bce MayKH.
CrapueB mauso. Ias Toro, uto6 He CTaTh NMayKoOM, OrpOMHas
BoJs Hy»KHa. [loHsa, crapeu? — Mue nmoAMHrHysa emy.

— [ToHsa... — noJsblleHHO nporynaes ctapuk. — Ho ToJsbke
9 HHKoraa ceb6s LIyTOM H He YyBCTBOBaJ: naxaJs cebe MOTH-
XOHBKY, JIOASAM J0Ma CTPOHJI, CBIHA PacTHJI.

Hue nocmotpen Ha Hero. [loansacs. bocoit Ha oaHy Hory,
notonaJj K HeMy; 6JM3KO, MOYTH y caMoOH rpyau, craJ. [lokpy-
THB Cepylo NMyroBHiy Ha nosocatoi py6awmke Habu, moaHsn
Ha Hero rJjasa:

— ¢l 3Ha OAHY MBICJb, KOTOpAas BCeX, Cpa3y BcexX ueJio-
BEKOB JeJlaeT CaMbIMH CMeXOTBOPHBIMH wLiyTaMH. Bcex! Ca-
MbIMH »KaJKHMH, CMEXOTBOPHbIMH OyKallKaMH. JI10AH yBHAST
MPOCTHTYTKY H MJIOIOT Ha Hee. HO ec/iH KaXA0My cKasaThb 3Ty
MBICJIb, OHA CAEJIaeT TOTO XKe IJIIOIOLLEro rpsi3Hee caMoi jelie-
BOH LIJIIOXH. DTO CTpallHasi MbICJb!
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— Mens He cnenaer, XoTs g M He nJeBaJ HY B KOTO...

— Cneanaer...

— Hy cKaxu... — MoJ1, MOCMOTPHM, pPacCTaBUJ CTapHK.

— Het. 3Ty MbICAb TOBOPUTHL BCJAYX HeJb3s. M1 HUKTO elle
ce He BbicKasbiBaJ. [loatomMy npo Hee Kak OyATO HHUKTO He
sHaer. Ho 3Hatot Bce. [IpocTo mesnaroT BHA, UTO T a K O € ObIJIO
He ¢ HUMH... Ho KTo Bbickaxetr DTO BcayX, TOT YHHUTOXHT
MHP. OTa MbICJb M TaK He3aMeTHO pas3BpalllaeT JKOJeH U omyc-
Towaer HX. Ho ecqiu yesoBek 3aroBopHUT 06 3TOM BCJYX, BCe—
MHD 32 OIOHY CeKyHAYy B rpsisH. 3axJjebHeTcsd B HeH. DTO XKYT-
Kas Mmbicab. [IporuBHas, kKak 6seBoTHHAa. M1 oHa genaer Bcex
6J1eBOTHbBIMH LIYyTaMH, KTO Obl THl TaM HHU OBbJ: NMPE3UAEHT,
CBSILIEHHUK, Bpau HUJH XJebonauleu... B cex mnpe3peHHbIMH
6.1€eBOTHBIMH LIyTaMH. A TOT, KTO Thlua CMeeTCs HaA APYTHUM,.
TOT KpOMe TOro M eule rayneu. M BOT KTO HauHHaeT MOHH-
MaTb, YTO OH TaAJHUBBIA LIYT, TOT HAYHHAET CTAHOBHUTbLCH HJIH
cTapueM, uau naykoM. Tyt u 6opbb6a. TO BceM BOHHaM BOH-
Ha. 1 maJso Kto ee BolaepxkuBaer. MHOrue maxe, Hao60poT, C
yIOBOJBbCTBHEM CTAHOBSITCSI maykKamu. [lostomy crapueB ma-
Jo... Beab y qtoneli kak? Huuuii xouer, 4yT06 HUILHUMH CTaJH
Bce, 60J1bHOH — 4TO6 3a60JieJIH OCTaJibHble, a MayK — 3aapka-
HUTb ADPYTOTO.

— U Bce H3-3a OLHOH-eJUHCTBEHHONH MBICJH? — YJHOHYJICS
CTAapHK.

— H3-3a ogHoil. XoTsA, 4yTOoO6 MOHATH, UTO Thl OGJEBOTHHIH
LIyT, Aa)e TOH MBICJH He Hano.. XBaTHT Bcero U 6e3 Hee. A
C HeH... pa3Be YTO ra3 nNyckarhb...

— JlagHo! Yxe nyckaa! — npuctpyuua HMabs. — Jloxkuce!
Otnoxuyte Hago. BoH kakue rsasa.. Ecau He kKak y mayka,
TO KaK y TapakKaHa TOYHO.

— §1 xouy, KakK y crapua... — BblAOXHYyJ Hue, cTtos nepen
Habeit, 1 3T0 npu3HaHHe caesano ero 60JbIIHUM peGEHKOM.

— CaM ke roBOpHJ «4TOO CTaplueMy... HYXKHO CHJbHBIM
6biTh. Be3 noaJsocTy...

— A s pasBe... — HcKpeHHe 3abecnokouJcs Hue.

— Camoy6HuiicTBO H €eCTb BbIiClIAs TMOAJOCTb! — HalleJcst
cTapuk — MepTBeln, pa3Be MOXKeT CTaTb TBOHUM CTapuem? —
WNnksa BeIrAsiges BHYLIHTEJbLHO.

O6py6bill ¢ yJABIGKOH TENJO MOXKaJ ero JIOKOTb H, MPHAAB
rosiocy 6e33allUTHOCTb, B3MOJIHJICS:

— Haueit Bogku, Uabsi! A To He 3aCHYTb...

— JlagHo, HaJsblo,— BOJIEH-HEeBOJIeH NPOBOpYAJ CTapHK.

OHu BHILJK B nepedHOl0 KoMHaTty. Mabs mosaoxuna nepen
o6pyObilleM JIOMTHK XJe6a, pa3pe3aHHbIH MONMOJaM MSCHCTHIH
COYHBIH MOMHAOD.
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Hue ctoan v okna. Bocoit Ha oaHy Hory, mpoBeJs no o6GHa-
PKEHHOH MYCKYJIHCTOH TpyadH KpenKoii JaaoHbl. [{0Jro cmoT-
peJl Ha CBEepKAWIUIHUI Moj Jy4oM COJHIA CTakKaH ¢ BOAKOH.
BuHoBaTO BBHIIOXHYI:

— H Kosoneu ceronHs u3-3a MeH...

— JlagHo, He Ka3HHCh.. YCleeM H Ha KOJIoJell.

— U k Toii neBouke He moexaJ... A Hao6emaJ... — CHOBA
B210XHYJa HMue. — Cyka sa!... [Tayk!...

— Hy BoT Bbicnucbh H moe3xail cebe! — GLICTPO BCTABUJI
Hnbs, ca0BHO TOMBKO 3TOTO H K Jadl.

— He noayuurcsa. Ceronns kaptel. KpynHsak cobupaercs...

Crapuk AOCAAJUBO OTMaXHyJcCs: nejad KakK 3Haellb.

— Hy He cepauce, Haba! § xx Tebs nobato! — BIMOHICS
06py6bIlL. — $I K Tebs1 KaK HHKOro Ha cBeTe J06J10!

— «JTwb6J10-10»,— nepenepHys crapuk. — JIo6uT on. — Ho
B €ro UHTOHALIUHU YyKe He ObIJIO HU A0CAIbl, HU OOUIbI, H, MO-
)eT ObiTb, HA060pOT, NMPOBOpPYAJ, UYTOO CKPLITb CTABLIHH Y
TOpJia KOM.

Hue noameTus 3to, paccMmesijics, MOCTaBUB CTaKaH, 3aceMe-
HHUJ K CHIeBLIEMY Ha KOHKe CTApHKY, KaK L1eHOK, MOAJACTHJI-
Cd K HeMY, CBOHCKH TKHYJ B 6OK, H, 3arJIsHyB B rJa3a, NIpHMH-
‘PUTEJIBHO MOAMHTHYJI.

Paccmesucs.

7

HNuye wen k crapuky Haymy, Hazescb cpeau HTPOKOB BCTpe-
‘TUTb akTepa. Ho Mapka tam He 6blJo.

He npuwes oH 4 yepe3 yac, U uepe3 JBa.

[TourpaB yacoB a0 necsitH, o6pyO6bill BepHyJcs K Hibe.

8

Bce st aHu nocse orbe3ma ob6py6eiia OkcaHa aymaga
TOJILKO O HeM, 0 ero obellaHHH HanucaTb nucbMo B OOH u
CKODO CHOBA NpHeXaTb B HHTEPHAT.

[IIym kakoro-HHOyAb naJieKoro aBTOMOOHJIS, rae Obl OHa
He OblJla — B ChnaJibHe, HA YpPOKaX, BO JABOPe HJH CTOJIOBOH —
oTBJieKas oT Bcero, OkcaHa HeBOJIbHO mnoa6HpaJfach, Hamps-
KEHHO BCJYLIHBAJACh.

Ecau 3ByK MoTopa HapacraJ, ¢ 3aMeplled AYLIOH OHa
CMOTpeJa B CTOPOHY BOPOT: MOXeT ObITb, IpHeXaJl ee MaJleHb-
KHH ClacHUTeJb.

B HHTepHaTe O HeM YyiKe XOAWJHU pa3Hble HCTOPHU: MHJ-
JIMOHep, HCKaJl CRoero pe6eHKa, KaKOH-TO HAa4aJbHHK H 4TO-
TO eLle.
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Y Okxcanbl 6bl1a CROsI TaiHa, Kotopas npHbOJaHXKaJjga ee K
3TOMY TAQUHCTBEHHOMY H HeAOCTYNMHOMY [Js APYrHX 4YeJsoBeY-
Ky. DTa TaiiHa jejaJsa ero 4yTouyky cBouM. Ho, MoxeT ObITb,
1 6oJblie.

Eit nopoit Bumescsa 6eper Kakoro-to HeOOHTAeMOro OCTpO-
BA: 30JIOTHCTbIiI HEXXHBIH MECOK, Npo3payHblie H3YMPYAHbIEe BOJI-
Hbl OKeaHa, KOTOpble MSTKO MOJKaTblBaJH H TenJo OMbIBaJH
Horu. B cuHem HeGe CBETHJIO COJIHIlE, BBICOKOe H JackoBoe. M
Ha 3TOM Gepery TOJbKO OHa H OH. M Goabue HuKoro. OHa
’KaJieeT MaJIeHbKOTO 4eJJOBe4Ka, TOTOBUT €My ey, UHHHT OJexX-
1y, TOBOpUT AobGpble, XopolwHe cjoBa. ¥ UM coBceM He OnH-
HOKO Ha 3TOM HeoOHTaeMOM OCTpPOBe.

B kaxaywo MHHYTY, Korjpa octaBaJjach oaHa, OkcaHa ckJja-
AblBaJia y TPYAH JAJOUIKH U eJe CJBILIHO npocuJsa bora, uto6
ee HOBBI ApPyr nocKopee OTNpaBHJ NMHCbMO B AMEpHKY.

O ToMm, uTO OH MOr He HamucaTh, OHAa 6osijacb U OyMaTh.

OkcaHa yacTo MnorJsabiBaja B CTOPOHY BOPOT H 3aMeuaja
noacJJexuBawuui raa3z Karepunol. belin U HasoiauBbIE BOT-
pOCbl HEKOTOPbIX [d€BOUYEK: a YTO TOBOPHJ €H 3TOT «MHJJIH-
OHep», YTO CKaszaJa OHa.. H elle Apyrdie, HaBepHsKa, 3aro-
TOBJIeHHble KaTbKOH.

Tafiny cBoto OKcaHa HHKOMY He OTKpbiBaJja, MPOCTO THXO'
»KAaJa, cTapasicb HHUeM He HaBJleKaTb THeBa BOCIHUTaTeJeH,
a caMoe rjaBHoe, KaTepuHHl.

Bosabuie Bcex OkcaHa 60si1ach XpOMOrO HHTEPHATOBCKOTGQ
ctopoxa duaunna. Ecau cayyasoch, UTO TOT OKa3biBaJicsl He-
nojaJjeKy, TaujJach OT Hero, npsTajach Or ero BMHUBABLIUXCS,
KaKHX-TO JIMNKUX rJja3. M Ha BCAKHE ciayyail AepiKaJja 3a HOC-
KOM CTEKJIBILIKO.

B 3TOT BeuepHHil yac OHa cHAesia Ha JaBOYKe IOJ pa3Be-
CHUCTBIM KJeHOM. 3a CIHHOHM IOCJBbHLAJCs LIeJecT NPUMHHae-
MOH TpaBbl, Tpeck cyxux BeTok. OHa HcnyraHHo o6epHyJach: B
ABYX llIarax CTOST XPOMOH CTOPOX, KaIHO OTIJIsiAbiBaJ ee.
OHa noaHssach, MPUrJafHIa K KOJIEHSIM MJaTbe, HEBOJbHO
OTCTYMHUJIA Ha Luar.

— Yero TH TaK BCNOpPXHYyJa, roaybKar? — mnoJcJlacTHJ OH,
ceJl Ha JIaBOUKY, AOCTaJ H3 KapMaHa OPIOK 3HAKOMYIO LIKOJIb-
HYI0 TeTpalaKy. HartsiHyTo ynbi6asicb, MoAApa3HUJ ee H APYTroH
pPykoii 3a JanoHb npuBjJek OKcaHy, ycaauJs psiloM.

— Buauwb: HUKOMY He otaaJg. JKaJgewo Teb6si. A TO Belb B
IloM HHBAJHIOB... — IJsii CBOUMH HEMHTAIOUIUMH JIHIKUMH
rn1asaMi, OH nmpuxaJcs 60koM. OT Hero nMoHelJo eAIKUM BOHIO-
UMM TOTOM, CMELIaHHbBIM C THHJBIM 3alaxoM H30 pTa.— A TH
Oyab ymHuued. — [TogparuBarouiiMHi MaJbllaMH KOCHYJICS ee
KOJIEHKH, MOTHOH JIaJOHBIO NOMOJI3 MO yNnpyroi 6eJioii Hore.
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OxkcaHa HCNyraHHo BCKpHKHyJa. BblpBasach H3 momnbiTaBs-
uieiicsd ee yaep»KaTb raiJIMBOil pyKH U cTpeMrJaB, 605ICb OrJifi-
HYTbCs, nobexaJsa K 34aHHIO.

PasapaKeHHbIM B2rJsiA0M CMOTpeJ B e€e MeJbKaBLIYIO CIH-
HYy TsI)KeJ1O AbILIAaBUIHA CTOPOXK.

9

...Mlue co crapukom BbIHECJH H3 3a6POLIEHHOro AOMHKA
HHCTPYMEHTbI, MPOLIJH K KOJOALY, CeJH «IMepeKypUTb» Ha
CBOSM CTBO.1€-CKaMeHlKe.

Uabsi podro cMoTpen Ha uyepHbIdH 3€B YeTbIPEXyroJbHOH
IMBI, MOAHSJ TOPCTb PBIXJOIH 3eMJH, pa3MmsiJa. BuITaHYB nepefn
co06oil TAXKeJbli, 3arpyKeHHbId KyJaK, cTaJ MeAJIeHHO NPOChHI-
naThb.

— CKoJIbKO s ee yxe nepebpocan. — OH U caM yIHBJIEHHO
Kau4HyJ rOJIOBOH.

— HeMHoro no6pocaJ... — ¢ yBaKeHHeM H NOHHUMAoLle OT-
BeTu1 HMue, mpeacTaBUB CKOJNBKO 3TO MOTIJIO Obl OBITh.

Crapuk camoroM BAaBHJ OKYpPOK, JIETKO MOAXBATHJ Joma-
Ty, CTaJ CNYCKaTbCAd MO CKOJIOYCHHOH HM XKe JIeCTHULE.

— HWuabs, neHbru TOro crapika Hailellb, TPOMKO He KpH-
yu! — BeceJsio 6pocuJ 06pyObILL.

— JHo6po! — Tot yxxe onycTUJCsS B KOoJoJel BO BeChb POCT,
cobupaJicsi CIpBICHYTh C JIECTHHLUBl HAa [HO, HO Ha rJjasa Io-
nmaJiach ceTKa NMayTHHBI. B cepaueBHHe ee, KaK B CHJKaxX, Obli1a
3amyTaHa yXKe BBICOXLIas, MoedeHHass MayKoM MyXxa.

3aBucJsa HajJ yrJaoM KOJOJlla NMayTHHA Jerkoh TpeyroJKoH.
Yewm GoJibllle BCMaTpHBAJiCs B Hee CTapHK, TeM HelpPHBHIUHEH
M YyIUBHUTeJbHEH Kas3aJHUCb 3TH IOBeJHPHO CIlJIeTEHHble HHTH.
3ananaHs.

HNnbs mopa)keHHO KayHyJ roJIOBOi: Hado Xe Takoe.. 3a-
najHs...

BcnoMuuMch cyoBa 06py6hIlIA: «...CeTb MayKay.

Crapuk c yJablOKOH ynepcs O Kpal KoJioaua, HU3-moj mnaJb-
1eB CKaTHJHCb KOMOYKH 3eMJiH. OAHH U3 HHUX, BEJHUHHOIO CO
CIIHYEYHYI0 TOJIOBKY, TKHYJICA B HAayTHHY pPAAOM C MYXOH, 3a-
ApoxaB 3aMep. TyT e, OTKyAa-TO U3 yrJa, 6bIcTpo nepebupas
HOXXKaMH, CJOBHO 60sicb He MOAOCHeTb K A00bIYe, TOPOIMJIHBO,
MO-XO35HCKH 3aceMeHHJ MayK. BApyr, CJOBHO UYTO-TO TMOHSIB,
TaK Xe TOPOIJIUBO MOBePHYJ 06paTHO.

«¥Y3HaJ, cydykKa, 4TO He XpaTBa!» — HEBOJbHO BOCXHTHJICS
CTapHK, CHOBAa KaYHYB Cell0# roJIOBOH.

OH ces Ha JIeCTHHYHYIO MepeKJaaHHy, YTKHYBLIHChH rJa3a-
MH B IHO KOJIOALA.
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Bcnomuuaach 2KcHa, CTYCTOK €€ KPOBH Ha jaopore, nepe-
KOUICHHBbIH aBTOMOOHJb; nmpoberkaJsia BCA ero OAHHOKAs KHU3Hb
M MOKas3aJioCb, YTO B 3TH MTHOBeHbs AYLlIA €ro HCIbiTajda BCIO
Ty 60J1b H TOpeYb, UTO TAK yCepJHO NMPOJHBAaeT HAa 4YesoOBeye-
CKYI0 XKH3Hb UbSI-TO NMacKyaHas BOJA.

M yBuaesach BCA KH3Hb 3TOH MAYyTHHOH B OTPOMHOM CTpe-
MHTEJbHOM KOJIOAlle.

— Yen0-BeK... — BbIAOXHYJI OH.

A HaBepXy, CHAS Ha CINHJEHHOM BbICOXUIeM CTBOJIe, 3a1y-
MaBLIKCh, cuaea Mue. Bapyr, B3rasHyB Ha KoJi04el, yAUBHJCS:

— Yero tol Mosuuwib, Uaes? — M ycMmexuyacs. — Kaan
TOrO CTapHKa HalleJ?

Han kpaem KoJsoaua nokasasach cefas roJoBa. CrapHuk
Bbib6paJicsi HaBepX, MOJIYAJHBO MOACeJ K TOBApHILY, 3aKypHJL
IllepmaBasi magoHb 06py6bIlIa BONPOCHTEJBHO JerJa Ha MJeyo.,

— Yro-TO cepaue HeMHOro no6exaJjao,— OTBETHJ TOT.

— Ewme u curaperbl Kypullb. Bpocaii KypHTb.

Uabs cMoTpes moa HOTH H, KaXeTcs, He cCJbllIaJ CJOB
06pyo0billa.

— JKeHy cBOI0 BCMOMHHJ,— TJIyXO0 MPOroBOPHJ OH. — Bclo
XH2Hb CBOIO yYeJioBeyecKyto. CKOJEKO rOpsi NIPHHOCHT YeJIOBEKY
stor Mup! CtpawHo moaymatb! CkoJabko ropsit Mbl BOT 3a
KycOoK xJse6a, 3a KamJw paloCTH, KaK CBOJIOYH, BKaJbiBaeM,
TepnuM Bce, rope, 6elbl, a 4TO, XKIAeT HAC, B KaKyl Mayublo
ceTb nomnajaeMm, He 3HaeM. A ¢ MHpPOM HHYero He cJyyaeTcs.
On crout cebe. ['ope y Te6Gs, He rope, CMepTh, He CMEPTb —
OH cTouT. C MHPOM HHUYero He cayuaercs. — OH nocMoTpeJs Ha
OTKPBITYI0O NMacThb KOJIOAlIA, NMOTOM MepeBes rJjasa Ha Oecneu-
HOe goJroe He60 M C YyAapeHHeM paccTaBuJ. — YesoBek
cnpaBejgJiUBee MHUDP a.

OG6py6bill MpPUCTAJbHO B3TJSHYJ Ha CTapHKa:
— $1 aymaJg, TH TaM KJajg Haulesd, a THl TaM MNayuyblo CETh
YBHIEJ...

— ¥YBHIeJ... — HeBeCceJ0 CONIacHJCS CTapHK.

Mouyaau.

— MHp — 3TO AbSBOJbCKHH POCTOBILIHK: II€HY KH3HH IIO-
HH3UJ U AepeT OellleHble MPOLEHTH. 3a KPOXOTHbIe PagoCTH, 3a
3TH NOJAYKH paclnjayuBaeMcsi YHUXKeHUSIMH, 60J1bl0, COGCTBEH-
HOH CMepThIO.

— A uro mogenaeuib? — B3JOXHYJ CTapHK.

— U ras... He nomoraert... — yJabl6HYJcsa 06pyObIL.

— He nanmomuHaa 6bl THl npo 3T0,— npoBopuaa Habs.

— BuHoBaT-BHHOBAT,— BCKHHYB JanoHH, caaJnacsi Uue, mo-
JonaueBaTo noAHsijcsi. — [loligeM nocMOTpHM, rie Thl TaM may-
THHY HaueJ... — M cnycTuics B KoJogel.
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— Hue, korna meHbru TOro crapuka Haiifelllb, TPOMKO He
KpHuH! — noajes ero CTapHk.
M3 Kosoaua moHeccss MPHUIJYUIEHHBI cMmex.

10

[Tocne paGoTbl Ha KoJojle H MPOXJAaAHOro aywa Oblao
XOpolIO B aBTOMOOHWJeE, OTKHHYBUIHCh HA 3adHeM CHIeHbe,
MPUKPBIB IJa3a CJAyLIaTb YCNOKAWBAIOUWIHK MOCBUCT 3a0KOHHO-
ro BeTpa.

[IpusiTHast ycrasocTb U ObicTpasi e34a MSTKO MbSHHJIH.

— OTnoxHy MaJocTb,— cJOBHO H3BHHHUJCS HMue nepen Bo-
JHTeJIeM, HO TOMy BHAHO OBIJIO He MO HYTPy BeCTH C MacCaxH-
paMu 6Gecelbl-pas3roBOpPbl, OH JIHIIb HUXe, HA CAMbIJf HOC, HA-
ABHHYJ KO3blpeK (pypakKH, HEOTPBIBHO TIJISAS HaA MYyJbCHPYIO-
L1YyI0 BIiepeaH I0Opory.

B canon norek HenpusiTHbii 3anax. Hue kpaem rnasa
TJISHYJ B OKHO, XOTsl U 6€e3 TOro 3HaJi, YyTo cedyac OHH MNpoes-
KaJH MHMO XMMHYeCcKOro Kom6uHara.

— Kak onun Tam paboTalor... — MoJyBONPOCOM MPOHU3HEC
OH, U BCIOMHHJIACh HeNaBHsAS, HO, Ka)XeTcsl, CTO JieT Ha3ak
npouealiasg HOYb: MYLIEHHBIH B KyXHe ra3, NMPUTOPHBIH yec-
HOYHBIX 3amax.

Bcsikoe BocnoMHHaHHe 06 3TOM BBI3bIBAJO HEBOJIbHOE Y IHB-
JIeHHe: CJOBHO M BmpaBay cyulectBoBaJ Hekro, Kotopbiii B Ty
HOYb yBeJ OT HEro CMepTh.

Mbican 6 3TOM NpUaaBaJid U Kypaxy: Belb OH CMOT, Tepe-
HIaTHyJ, mo6eaus CTpax CMepTH.

Ho Temepp 3TO BBI3BIBaNO ycMellKy. B nyuie nosiBuaach
elle OJHA ONMYCTOLeHHas1 Kamepa.

[yma nopo#t M cMaxHBaeT Ha Ty TIOPbMY H3 Kamep, U3
KOTOPOM BBIBOASIT HAa Ka3Hb oOpeueHHbIXx ee o6uTaTteneii. C
Ka)XXIbiM YOHTBIM TMOSIBJSIOTCS HOBble€ MYyCThie «JIIOKChI».

HMuye BHyTpeHHe ycCMexHYJICSl, NMpPeACTaBHUB, KaK H3 3TOH
«TIOPbMbl» BBIBOASIT HECUACTHBIX: BOT BbIBEJH Ha paccTpel
KOraa-To KpacHBYIO H CTPOHHYI0, a Telepb BLICOXILIYIO, 4axo-
TOUHYI0O AaMouKy Bepy, uepe3 onpeneseHHBbIi CPOK BHITacKH-
BalOT 06Jie3sioro MYyxH4oHKY CeKkca. 3a HHM CO BNaBUIUMH
lleKaMH K BIaJOH TPYAbI0 KOBBLJAseT ObIBIIMH PO30BOLIEKHIH
ryaska ['ypmaH, a BOT, rpeMsi KaHaaJaMH, ejle MepelBHras
TOHKHE HOTH, NJeTeTcsl, KOraa-to ropiaas 41 6eccrpauiHasi, Ma-
nam CBo6oma. )KayT cBoero yaca o6e3o0pakeHHble B KaMme-
pax Hanexna u JIo60Bb.

[Io MHpY mepHOAHYECKH PA3HOCSITCS BHICTpeJibl: OAHH, BTO-
poii, Tpetuéi. OQHa omycTouleHHass KaMepa, BTOpasi, TPeTbS.
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M Bor yike KoJHyecTBO OO6pedyeHHBIX HcyeprnaHo. A ecau
KTO M pa3ryJiMBaeT no onycreBlUel TIOpbMe, TO 3TO 6€3MO3TblH
BeTep BpeMEHH.

..CrleuHHTEepHAT HAXOJHUJCH B CTOPOHE OT TJaBHOH AOPOTH,
H 4TOO NMOmacTh K HEMY, HY’KHO OblJIO CBEPHYTE H MpoOexaTb MO
acgaabTOBOMH JieHTe MeTPOB MATbACCAT.

Ye H3aaseka HajA TJyXHUM BbBICOKHM 3a60pOM BHIHeNAChb
KoJwuasi npoBoJoka. He3HnawouiemMy U B rojjoBy 6 He NpPHLIJIO,
YTO 3TO He 30Ha.

MaluHy MOCTaBHJM mNepel BOPOTaMH y OOOUHHBI.

Boaurtenb Bblien nopasmsTbcs, HMue noroman kK aBepsim
TIPOXOAHOH, B KOTOPOH YK€ pPacKpbiBaJoO CBOH OODBATHA Mbf-
HOe HepslIJHBOe CYUleCTBO:

— Kakue noau K Ham! — NpPONUTBIM  TOJIOCOM XPHIHYJI
CTOPOX.

OTKynaa-To H3-MOA ero HOT BBHIHBIDHYJAa MaJeHbKasi pblkas
mwaBka, Habpocuaach Ha HMue. flpocTHO nasna, cBHpeno ckaJs
MaJleHbKHe OCTpble 3yOKH.

— ¥Yrb, maoxa! — npuKpUKHYJ cTopoK. — [Tounal

OG6py6bill HarHyJCcA K acdanabTy, 6yaTo 3a KaMHeM. IllaB-
Ka MeTHYyJlaCb B MOJABOPOTHIO, BLICYHYB CBOH pa3AyBIIHHCS PbI-
)KHH HOC.

— Tul rae Takoro BOJIKOJAaBa Hauea? — noaaes o6pyGhill
XpOMOToO.

— A xpeH ee 3Haer. CKOJIbKO NMOMHIO, OHa BCeraa TyT,—

OTMAaxHYyJIC CTOPOXK, NpoTAHyJ pyKvy HMue. — 3axoau. ['octem
O6yneulb.

Ouu 3amu B y3KHii, KaK NeHaJ, KOPHAOPYHK: CBoeoﬁpas-
Hblii KIITI. dtoT «KIIIT» Goablre noxoaua Ha MaJeHbKHH Ba-
TOHYHK ¢ Tam6ypoMm. BaroHuuk anas cropoxa TamO6yp, utob
NPOXOAHTDb Yyepe3 Hero Ha TEPPUTOPHIO.

M3 tramb6ypa sowau B BaroHYuk. CTOPOK YCJAYKJIHUBO Mpen-
JIOXKHJI MeCTO y HH3KOro OKHa, BHAHO, cBoero HabJopaTtelib-
HOTO MYyHKTa, U3 KOTOPOro XOPOLIO MpocMaTpHBaJach Beayuias
K HHTEepHATy Jopora. Y oKolIKa CTosiJ O6GLIapmaHHBbIA KaHlle-
JISIPCKHH CTOJ1 C TakKMM Xe OOOApaHHBIM, HaBepHAKa, rie-To
110100paHHBIM KPEeCJIOM.

— Ilo3oBu Ty neBouky... [Tomuuwb? — Mue cen B Kpeco,

O6pearsiuBo y6paB PyKH C 3acaJjeHHbIX KPaCHbIX MOAJOKOTHH-
KOB.

— IlomHI0, a Kak He MOMHHTh... OKcaHOYKAa,— MHOTO3Ha-
YHTeJbHO mponen Puaunn u pasBes pykKaMH. — [IOMHHTB-TO
Mbl MTOMHHM, HO pexXum. Henbss.

— He nepexusaii. [NosoxeHHOe NOJYYHIIb,— MOTOPOMHUJI
ero HUue.
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CTOpO:K MPHKHHVJCA OOIKEHHBIM: MOJ, €ro He TakK Moils-
JH, 4TO 3J1eCb-Ie MOPSAAKH, XO3siHH CTPOTHIH, MOJKHO H C pa-
60Tbl noJierteTb... Ho... HO 1Js xopollero uejoBeKa Ha Bce
MOUTH MOXHO. TeMm 6oJiee, YTO ceilyac Beuep, AHPEKTOpa LT,
a BOCNHTATeJ b, KOTOPbI 1€XYPHT «HbIHE», CBOH MYKHK: MOI-
KHHVTb eMy «OyMaxXKy-Apyrylo», H BCe B TIOpSAIKe.

HMue cyHyJs1 B 3aCKOpPY3./YI0 PYKY OXPaHHHKA «OIHY-ADPYTYIO
6yMaxKKy», TOT MTHOBEHHO 3aCBeTHJICS, KaK BKJIUYEHHbIH (O-
Hapb, MOJIOALIEBATO KO3bIPHYJI:

— Bce caenaem, komanaup! — M 3axpoman Ha TeppH-
TOPHIO.

HMde ocrascsa xpaaTb B 3TOM BaroHyHkKe, MOXOXeM HA CTa-
PUKOBCKYIO KOMHATy, C TAKHM Xe HHU3KHM TOTOJKOM H NpH3e-
MHCTBIM OKOLIKOM.

Ho BMecTO KpoBaTH noa CTEHKOH CTOSJ caMolesbHbIH, MO-
KPBITBIA COJMIIAaTCKUM OJ€es1JIOM, TOMYaH.

OrasiabiBasi HEONPSITHOE HYTPO 3TOi KOMHaThl, O6PYOHILI C
KOJIbHYBUIUM CepAlLleM BCIMIOMHHJ, KaK MHOTO JieT Ha3al, nocJe
ero oyepefiHoro no6era, NPOTaCKUBAJH 3a IIUBOPOT yepe3 3TY
Ke npoxoaHyw. Bosokau, kak 6ersioro 33ka. Bnpouewm, XKH3Hb
3llecb HHYEeM He OTJHYaJach OT XH3HH Ha 30He.

Hue nocmotpen B okHo. Ero umodep B HaABHHYTO# Ha J06
¢bypaxKKe, 3aKHHYB DYKH 3a CIHHY, BbIIIAaruBaJ B3al-Brepej
BAOJIb CBOErO KPAaCHOr0 aBTOMOOHUJS, KAaK MeTyX BO3Je KYypsT-
HHKA.

M3 kopuaopa mocablllajJuCh LIard, packpbljachb IBepb, H B
Hel ctana po6kasi ¢urypka OKcaHbl.

3a ee CIHHOH B MHOTO3HAYHUTEJNbHOH H YrOAJHBO#H yJblOKe
pacnJblBaJoCh JHLO CTOPOXKA, KaK 3aMyCOJIeHHBIH HHdepbJaar,
13 KOTOPOTO, TOJIbKO NMPHKaXH, JaKEeHCKH BBIKJIIOHET KyKylIKa:
KV-KV, KY-KY.

OkcaHa, po6KO caeJaB IIar B CTOPOHY, MpHIMaJa MJeyoM
K CTeHKe, ynpsTaB JalJOHH 3a THOKYI CMHHY. THXO mocMoT-
peJa.

CTOpOoX d4TO-TO MSJCS B [BepPH, KaK IlIaBKa Ha 3alHHX
JankKax: )

— Bor, koManaup, Balle mMpHKa3aHHe... TAaK CKa3aTb... —
M =2aroBopyeckd KHBHYJ B CTOPOHY HEBHIHUMOIO 3JaHHS. —
Tam Bce Ha Ma3H... «<byMaxku» emMy s1 oTaadJ.

Mue oTBepHyJICS OT 3aMbI3TAHHOrO «LHdepbIaTa» B OKHO,
JOCTaB W3 HArpyAHOro KapmaHa pyG6alllKH HEeCKOJIbKO KYIIOp,
O6pOCHJ Ha CTOJ:

— Co6erait aas ce6s1 B MarasuH.

JIBa mpUMyXIIHX rJja3a XaAHO KJIOHYJH MO AeHbram, Kak
NeTyX Mo NPOCy, H «XPOMOHOras NTHIA», MIPUXBATHB KYMIOPHI,
MOJIOALIEBATO BBLINMOPXHYJIa H3 BaroHuuka B TaMOyp.
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YcayukaiBo 3akpeiBasi 3a co6oil ABepb, CTOPOK CBOHCKH
NMOJAMHTHYJ: 1€HCTBYH, MOJ, He Tepsiic.

OO6pyO6billl HeMPUS3HEHHO yBeJ rja3a B OKHO.

Uepe3 ceKyHOy B OKOLIKe, KaK CTpesJKa Ha Becax, 3abu.ja
H3 CTOPOHbl B CTOPOHY XpOMarwllas CIHHA CTOpPOXKa.

MNue nocmotpen Ha Okcany. OHa Bce TaKxKe CcTosJa, 3aBe-
A5 JaJOHH 3a CNHHY, NMPHMaB MJeyaMH K CTeHe.

3aBucJsa coyHas, KakK cresas BHLIHS, Mayaa.

OkcaHa H caMa MOXOJAHJAa HA HAJHUTYI0 COKaMH Srony.

— Hy uro, npuBer? — HakoHeu, HaweJcs HMue. — Jla TH
npoxoau, caauch. — OH KHBHYJI Ha CTOSIBLIYIO MOJJie Hee CKa-
MEHKY.

Ona mnpHcesa Ha KpaelleK, MOCMOTpeJa AOJITHM B3TJSI0M.

O6py6bill HEBOJBHO YJAbLIOHYJICS.

— Bbl Hanucaau? — ¢ HaZAexa0H CHNpPOCHJA OHA.

HMuye 6ecrnoMolllHO pa3Bes pyKaMHu:

— $] BeAb U UMeHH TBOEro He 3HaJl.

OHa oropueHHO OMYyCTHJA TOJIOBY, H MO LIeKaM IOTEKJIH
LIeJIKOBUCTbIE CBeTJIble MPAAH:

— 3T0 g BUHOBaTa,— BBIJOXHYJIa OHA.

— Hwuuyero, He mnocaedHu#l deHb Ha 3eMJe... UTo-HHOYAB
npuaymaeM. Thl Jyulle cKa)xH, Kak Thl 31ech? [Ipucraior?

OHa esle 3aMeTHO KHBHYJIA.

[Tomonuany.

— Tbl goJIXKHA MHe CKa3aTb KTO... — notpe6oBana Hue.

— OH ckasaJ, ecJii 1 ero BblAaM, MeHsl OTnpaBaT B oM
HHBaJHa0B... M caenalor, 4yTo XOTeJiH...

— Illakaasl! §I nosmxeH 3HaTb — KTO...

OkcaHa orJsHyJach Ha ABepb H NocJje A0Jrod 6opbbel ¢
co60i1 BbIOXHYJIA:

— Cropox...

— ODTOT XpoMOM? — HenoAAeJbHO yauBHJCS Hue.

OHa pacTepsiHHO KHBHYJIA.

B KOMHaTeHKe CTaJ0 THXO.

— Mpasp! — npouenun HMue. [IporapabaHuB nanbuamu no
CTOJIy, 3aAyMaJicsd, BbIABHHYJ slHYeK cToJsia. He Halas HH-
Yero KpoMe KPHBOTO LIAPHKOBOTO CTepXKHS, AJs1 nNpoOH noyep-
KaJ UM MO JiexaBlled Ha CTOoJie ra3eTe H 3aTeM Ha CBOOOIHOMR
OT wpudTa MOJOCe HamucaJa ajipec CTapHKa.

[lepeceB Ha ckambio K OKcaHe, MpOTsIHYJ 6esblii KJIOYOK
C aJapecom:

— Ecau uto, 6eru croaa. dto nom moero apyra. OH, Mex-
Ay TpPOYHM, M MeHs cmac oTcioaa. §1 cedyac y Hero KHBY.
[Tonsana?

OHna kuBHYyJa, mpo6exaB rJjasaMH 10 ajpecy, GepexHO
CBEpHyJa ero, MOJIOXKHB B KapMmallekK mnJjatbs. [Ipuraaauna
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MOBEePXy H B TIJa3ax MeJbKHYJH cyacT/JHBble HCKOpKH. bua-
rofapHo B3rJasHyJsa. Mue Jerko moxaJs ef JOKOTb:

— W He O6oiica! — oOH 3aroBOpYeCKH TMOAMHIHYJ e€H. —
Ctpax Xy»xe BCero.

— A a4 He Gowch. ¥ MeHsl cTeKablliKo. — OHa mokasaJia
Ha JIeBbli HOCOK, 32 KOTOPbIM, €CJIH NMPUCMOTPEeTbCs, ObIJIO YTO-
TO NMpHUNpsiTaHo. — EcJu 4TO, 1 CTEeKJABIWKO B poOT... UT06 mnpo-
TJIOTUTb... He TPOHYT.

HNue ynuBaenHo 3amep. KoabHyso cepaue. OH noaHsJcs,
CctaJ nepeld Hed. XoTeJoChb NMpHUBJedb K cebe 3Ty ONYyLIEHHYIO
TOJIOBKY, NMpHJAacKaTb, H, Ka)KeTcs, yxXe MPHUNOIAHSIACh PYKa,
HO, HEJIOBKO 3aBHCHYB, ONMYCTHJACh. ’

B 3Ty cekyHay OHa moAHsiJa rJjas3a, YTo-TO NMOHSB B €ro H
B CBOEH paCTepsHHOCTH, caMa IMpunaJia LeKOH K ero mJjeuy.

3atuxJaa.

Jluuo HMue OKyHyJOCh B LIEJKOBHUCTYIO AYLUIHCTYI BOJIHY,
OH CTOSIJ1 HEMOABHKHO, MPEeBPATUBLIUCh B OJHO 3aJ0XHYBllee-
s cepaune. HaagoMaeHHbIMH BeTKaMHU CBHCAJH NM03a6bITble UM
CBOHU Xe PYKH.

HakoHeu, o6pyOblll BCIIOMHHJI NMPO HHX, NPHUIJIaAHJ TPH-
“TUXUIYI0 HA ero rpyAd TOJIOBY, C XPHMOTUOH MPOrOBOPHI:

— Bce 6ymer xopowo! Bor yBuaeuib — Thl BbIGepellbCs
OTCI0/a.

— 3TO HEBO3MOXHO. DTO eCJH KTO yAouepHuT.. Moxer 3a-
My Bo3bMeT. Ho Komy oxora... oTciona. Jlaxe ecJd oH ca-
‘Mblii 1O6pBIH,— OHA 3aMmoJigaJa.

— §1 1eb6s 3abepy! — BoipoHUa HMue, mbsHes oT ee 6JH-
30CTH.

OkcaHa BbHINpPSMHUJIACh, HEeBepPSUIMMH TIJla3aMH 3arJsHyJa
€My B HIO:

— Bbl xKeHUTech HA MHe?

Hue, c/1OBHO 3aCTHTHYTHIA BpacnjaoX, BUHOBATO YJbIGHYJICS:

— Kako#i ke 3 MeHs XeHHX... Y Beab crapbii... M BOH
KaKOMH, CTpalllHbli, 06pYyO6bILL...

— He roBopute tak! Huuero Bbl He CTpAlUHbIi U HUKAKOH
'He 0o0py6bill. Bol xopowu#! Bel oueHb xopouwni! Bol 106-
PHIt — 3auie6eTasla OHA CHOBA M CHJbHEH NMpHXKAJIACh K HEMY:

— Bosbmure MeHs B xeHbl! [Toxaayiicral

M cHoBa OH mpeBpaTuUJcsd B CIVIOLIHOE 3aJO0XHYBILIeecs
ceplLe.

JIBepb TOJIKHYJIH, CJIOBHO OTKpBIJICS aJb60M, H MOKa3aJjach
JOBOJIbHAs1 (PU3HUOHOMHS.

— [Tapnon! — auceu  yablGHYAHCH TJIa3KH, YBHAEB IPH-
KaBUIylocsi APYr K ApYyry mnapouky. Pyka cropoxka mnoTekJa
Obl10 K pyuKe ABepH, YTOO 3aKPbITh, HO lue HeGpeKHO GPOCHJI:

— 3axonau, repoit. [ToroBopuTh Hano.
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ToT, yyTb M He HA UBINOYKAX, CTYNHJ B KOMHaTy, YBelH
2a CMHUHY PYKY ¢ GYTBIJIKOM.

HNue B3sn OKcaHy 3a nJjeuw.

— Hnau. 1 npueny 3a to60ii. O6s13atenbHo. — OH o6oApsi-
joure noA6poOCH MOAGOPOAKOM, TOUHO MOAMHTHY. .

OkcaHa mnoAHs/ach, BOMPOCHUTEJNbHO TJSIHYB Ha Hero, He-
0XXHIAaHHO CKJIOHHJIaCb K HeMYy, TOPONJHBO YMOKHyJa Kyla-
TO B BHUCOK H Bbif€xxaJa U3 BaroHuuka. B cepaue o6py6bilia
CTpeJIbHYJIO. '

— A Huuyero sirogka! — cBOHCKH OA006pHJ CTOPOXK. — TH
napeHp He npomax!

Mye c HeHABUCTHIO LIATHYJ HA HEro, CJOBHO B 3Ty CEKYH-
a1y B HeM cobpaJjacb 60Jb OT €ro HCXJeEeCTaHHOro OETCTBa,
60sb OKcaHbl U 60JIb AE€CATKOB APYTrHX AeTel, TaK YHHXKEHHbIX
CrelMHTepHAaTaAMH.

— Tbl yero? — UcnyraHHo OTCTYMHJ XPOMOH.

O6py6bilI BEIPBAJ U3 €ro PYK GYTHIJKY.

— Tul yero? — nATHJCS TOT, KaK OT B3bspHUBLIErocsi 6biu-
Ka. TKHyBIINCh HOTaMH B TOMYaH, HEJIOBKO 3aBaJHJCcs Ha OOK.

O6py6bil ynapusa OYTHIJIKOH O CTeHY, OCKOJKH CTeKJa H
OpbI3TH BOAKH MOCHIMAJHCh HA CTOPOXKa.

HMue npuctaBUI K €ro ropJjy OCTPbIH, OCTaBLIHHCS B pyKax
OCKOJIOK, XPHUIJIO NMpOLeaHnI:

— Ecau Th eume xoTh naJblieM Tponemb ee, 1 Tebd, CyKa
BoHIouas, yem! [Tonsa!

Tot 3ambluaJ, HcyraHHO 3aMopraJl Bpa3 NpOTpPe3BeBLIUMHE
rnasamu.

O6py6bill 6pe3rJUBO CNJIOHYJ, A0HAs A0 ABEPH BCIIOMHHJI,
YTO TOPJILILIKO OYTHIJIKH ellle B pyKaX, OTIIBBIPHYJ €ro B CTO-
POHY TONYaHa, Ha KOTOPOM BaJisijiCsi XpPOMOH.

Ynapua asepsio.

11

.Ilon Beuep cHoBa Hactursaa GoJb. Boiins noa Jnomnatkoii,
MPOHHKJA B IPyAb H XOJOAHBIMH CeTSIMH CTaja AYyUWHThb
cepaie.

— Yro 3710? — Mibs BnepBble OCTPO NOYYBCTBOBAJ Tpe-
BOT'Y.

[Tonymasoch 0 cbiHe, ero 6yaAylIeM.

CrapHk mNOAHSIJCS H3-3a CTOJIa, MENJIEHHO BbillesJ B KO-
puaop, pacnaxHya asepb. CBexasi BoJIHa BO3JlyXa pacTeKJjJach
nmo rpyad. HMabs o6J0OKOTHJCST O ABEPHOH KOCSK, TNPHKPLLIE
riaasa.

«Moxer, npn.neqlﬁ»— MOAYMaJIOCh €My H TYT e C ropb-
KOH YCMELUKOH CTaJIo: «¥Y2Ke U IIPHJEeUb>...
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..CTapHK ceJq Ha KpoBaTb, MpHCAYyUIHMBasicb K 60JH, Brep-
Bble 3a MHoro Jer noaymaJa: «JlekapctBo». Ho B aome He
OblI0 HU OAHOH TabJeTKH, HU OAHOro (JakoHa.

HNanbs BBHITAHYJCS HaA MOCTeJNH, 3aKphlJ rjaasa.

OH, Ka)eTcs, yKe 3achinaJ, Koraa 1no ABOpPY MOCJbILIAJCS
ceMeHsmu# war. «Mue»,— y3HaJs oH, cyTyJiO cesJl HAa KPOBAaTH.

OO6py6bIll BOMPOCHTENbHO MOCMOTPEN H3 JlBepeu

— Thl yero?

— Jla Tak, Huuero. C1aBHJIO HEMHOTO...

HMue nocraBus noaJsie KOHKHU Tabyper, cel.

— MoxeT, KOoJoJell OTJOMXHTb... — MOJYBONPOCOM MPOHS3-
Hec OH.

— 3auem?

HNue noxkaJ njeyaMu.

Moanuyaun.

— 3Haewb YTO... — CTApUK moaHsiacsi. — OaHa Takas

npocbba K Tebe...

ManeHbkasi KOMHaTa U Bce B Hel: CKyaHass mebesb, TeJe-
BH30p Ha TyMmMO0O4YKe M Jaxe pacChiMaHHble MO CTOJY KPOXH
xJie6ba — BCe, Ka3aJoCh, 3aTAUJO HeMOe OxHlAaHHe. JIuwb 6y-
JUJBHUK Ha TeJeBH30pe, KaK OecrnoKOiHOe cepille KOMHATHI,
BBICTYKHBAJ TOPONJHUBLIH PUTM.

— 3Haewb 4YTO... OAHY MOI NpPOCbOYy BBINOJHHIUb, €CJH
yT10? — HMabs oTBes raasa B ctopoHy. — [loiiieM Ha cekyHAy....

OHu npouwd BO BTOpPYH KOMHAty. CTapuK cTaja y CYH-
Ayka: '

— OTOBHHb.

Huye cTpoHys CyHAYK C MecTa, NPOTAIlUJ B CTOPOHY.

CTapHK OTHSJ OJHY KOPOTKYIO, C XOPOIIO COXpaHHBLIEHCS
KPacKOH MOJIOBHLY, A0 MJeya OTHYCTHJ PYKYy MOJ MOJI, Hally-
naJ TaiHHUK, H3BJEK »KeJie3Hyl0 KOpoOKy. CBaJsBuiascs mnay-
THHa GecrnopsiloyHo o6BUsa ee. Kopo6ka O6bljia caMOAeNbHOM,
pasMepaMHu C KHPNHY, C MATHAMH pXKaBYUHBI MO GOKaM.

Habs o6uncTUN ee J1laJOHBIO, MOCTABHJ Ha CyHAYyK. JlocTaB
KpacHblii TPANHYHBIA MeLIOYeK, BBLIHYJ H3 HEro TpH MaykH
3eJIeHBIX KYMIOp, TYyro nepeBsi3aHHBIX KpecT-HakpecT. Ha nHe
KOpPOOKH JiexaJ Orpbl30K NPOCTOro KapaHaalla C KeJTOH 006-
JIYyNMUBLIEHCS KPacKOH H PSAAOM — CJOXKEHHbIH BABOE JIHCTOK,
TIOXKEJITEBIIHA OT BPEMEHH H C NJIHHHBIM PAAOM HHDP, BUIAHO
3aNHUCaHHbIX AJIS MaMSTH.

— Bce Mou cbGepexxeHHsi,— KHBHYJ cTapuk. — Ecau yto —
Tepelalllb ChIHY.

— O 4yeM THI rOBOpHILUB! — OTMAaXHYJCS TOT. :
Hiaba Msrko moxaJ ero HH3Koe MJe4o, IJISTHYJ CBEpXy: —
JloroBopuuce?
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— JIOroBOpHJHCh TaK JOrOBOPHJHCH! — HApOUHTO Oecrey-
Ho 6pocua Huc.

Bce BepHyJsHCh HA CBOH MecCTa.

— Habsa, a rae nucrtosier? — Kak Obl MeXAy IMpPOYHM
BcnoMuua Hue. '

CTapHK TKHYJ B Hero BOMNPOCHTEJbHBIM B3TJ/SA0M, He3JO
npoBopyYal:

— Tebe Heab3s1 MUCTOJICT...

O6py6bIlI paccMesiics:

— HecT cepbe3no, Uabs?

— Jla rae X eMmy ObITb. [ qe MOJOXHJH, TaM H JIE€XKHT...

— VYBaxaw Teb6d,— c YyJabl6Koii npousHec HMue,— TOJBKO
Thl He 60HCb. $I He OKOYYpIOCh: KTO-TO X04YeT, 4TOO s KHJ Bey-
Ho. — M c azaprom npeanoxuna: — Hy uro, yaiky?

— UYaiiky.

CHaend 3a CBOUM CTOJIOM y OKOLIKA...

— B cBol cMmepTb 4esiOBEK He BEPUT A0 CAMOro KOHLA,—
CTapHK MOKPYYHBAJ B PyKax AbIMALIMA CTaKaH,— MOTOMY, UTO
CyulecTByeT MNoOcCJelHds CeKyHlda, HaJexXJa Ha Hee, 4TO OHa
Bcerjga ectb B 3amnace. [la, Thl yMpellb, HO He CeHyac, MOXKeT
yepe3 MrHOBeHbe, HO He celuac. [IpoxoasT MrHOBeHbe H JHake
Hajaexaa: He cedyac, ceiiuac 6bITb HE MOXeT, ele Oyaer oaHa
cekyHaa. M tonabko aronus obpbiBaer Bce. Ho ta mocaennss
CeKyH[Aa TakK U OCTaeTcs.

— IloutH yTO GeccMepTHe,— OGPYORILI CHAEN y OKHAa Ha-
MPOTHB CTapHKa, WIYMHO OTXJebOHYJ ropsiuero uas.

— Hy pa,— nocmesiaicst TOT.

«$5l He Xouy 6eccMepTHS..» — BCIOMHHJICA O6pyObIlly Ka-
KOH-TO JaBHHUH pasroBop.

— EcJn yesoBeka mocaauTh B OAHHOYHYIO KaMepy H IO-
CTOSTHHO KanaTh MO OJHOH KamJie Ha ToJIOBy: Kam, Kall, 4TO C
HHUM Oyner, a? — C JIYKaBCTBOM OOpYOHIII MOCMOTpeJ Ha CKJO-
HUBLIErocs HajA CTOJIOM CTapHKa.

— CBuxHercsi,— 3Halolle OTBETHJ TOT.

— Bot Tak u 6eccmeprue. BeccMepTHe — nbBITKa BOmpoca-
MH. A BONpOCH KakK KamJd Ha TroJioBy. BOT TH XHBelllb COTHIO
JeT, a Ha TeOs OAHHU M Te XKe BONPOCHI: Kall, Kam, Kal, BTOPYIO
COTHIO JieT, TOXe Kar, Kan. M tak 6eckoHeyHO... Takylo NBITKY
He OCHJHUTb. Kpbillla moeaeT TOYHO.

Habs nocmesqdcs.

Moanuaau.

— Bce 6yner xopouwo!... AkTepa 6b Hag0 NOBHAATh,— B
pasaymbe nepekJawouuiacs HMuye. — Cerognsi yxke mo3gno. — OH
MOCMOTPEJ B HOYHOE, NMOJACBEYEHHOE YJHYHBIM ¢OHapeM OKHO.

M u3 mbicaeir He Boixoauaa OkcaHa.
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Xo3siuH paBopa, rae HMue co ctapuKoMm BBITATHBAJIH KOJIO-
Aeu, nogorHaJsa OyJabaosep. Hy»XHO OblJIO pacuUCTHTb U pas-
POBHSATH MJOWIAAKY Mepel AOMHKOM H 3a60poM.

Ha yuacTke craso Beceseii: MOUTH HacTosilllasi CTPOHKA.

Byabnozepuctom okKasaJcsi BeceJiblii MYXHUOK C HOPKHMH
MaJleHbKUMH rsaa3kaMud. OH OXOTHO U AJs 3a6aBbl B3sJ 06py-
Oblllla B CBOH «YUYeHHKH», H KaK TOJbKO Ha KOJIOAlEe MOSBJSJI-
¢l KaKOH-HHOYAb Nepekyp, o6pyOHIll CeMeHHJ K rpoXoTaBllIel
Ha BCIO OKpYry MallHHe,

[Tapy pa3 ¢ AeTCKHM JHKOBaHbeM MNpoexaJ Mo NMepUMeTpy
TIJOUIAAKH, owyllas ceb6s JUXHM TaHKHCTOM.

Crapuk ¢ yabl6Koi Habawonaa 3a cuswoued B KabuHe du-
3uoHoMHell Muye: Bpoae 6bl TOT 0OpyObIilll, 1a U He TOT.

Ho 6biBanu u apyrue MuHyThl, Korna HMue, nymas o uem-to,
HEpPBHO BbILIAruBaJ BIOJb KOJOALA C OMNYUIEHHbIMH K 3eMJle
rJia3aMHu: O6yATO KaKasi-TO MbIC/Jb, KaK 3BepyllKa B KJeTKe, Me-
TaJach B ero Aylle U He HaXOAHWJa BbIXOJa.

Crapuk noHumaJg: ob6py6wir ayman o6 OkcaHe.

13

— Huuero y menst He 6oaut. Bce npowo. M cun y mens
XBaTHUT elle HA Thicsgdy KoJoaueB. — Mabs ckazaa o6pyo6bilny
HenpaBly, U OHH CHOBA MPHUILJIH K KOJOALY.

YTpeHHee cOJIHIE yXKe TPHUMNOAHSJIOCH HaJd TOPH30HTOM, H
moroaa crosiia camasi pab6ouasi. Ctapuk H o6pyObill Mepeoe-
JIUCb, C MUHYTY TOCHIEJH Ha CBOel CKaMerliKe.

— Xopouwo 66l MOTOM MNOMAPUTHCS, CTapble KOCTOYKH IO-
rperb, a Mapa? — HMue wyTaMBO nocMoTpes Ha Hero.

— MoxXHo 68l.

— Bo3bMmeM XOpOLIHH BeHHUEK... 1 U3 TBOEH CMHHbI MOYa-
JIoyky cheqat. Xopouyw MouaJsouky. ITomononeews, HMabs,
KpPaCHBbIX NyXJeHbKHX JeBOYeK 3axouelllb! — OH BCKHHY/
60JIbLIUM TaJblEeM.

— Yro, nyxJeHbKHe HPaBSTCS?

— Hpassitcs! M nyxsieHbKHe, 1 He MyXJeHbKHe, a UTO ellle
€CTb B 3TOM MHpe? '

— Bce TtBoeli OkcaHe paccKaxy,— MPUIpPO3HJ CTapHK.

— Owna He Mosd... [1a u He 6yner... [IpocTo HyXKHO cmacTH
JIEBUOHKY.

— Cnaceub!

OO6pyObill KOPOTKOJ MaJIOYKOH YTO-TO KOBBIPSII B 3eMJe,
HO, Ka3aJlocb, He 3aMeuaJl CBOHUX [IEHCTBHH, Oesaj BCe MallH-
HaJIbHO.
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— Moxer, 51 HanpacHO 3Ty CBOJIOYb...? — OH BAPYr Hamnom-
HHJ O CTOPOXKe.

CTapHK MoJyauJ.

— He Mory uudyero gesaTh: HH XpaTb, HH cnatbe! — OH
HepBHO OTUIBLIPHYJ MaJky B KoJaoleu. — Mauor a! He HyxHo
6bi0 pHcoBaThbesi! — M BApYr mepeMmeHuJcss TOHOM. — A Mo-
)KeT noexarth, a?

— JIoKyMeHTBl Hano nAejaTb! — C OCHOBATEJbHOCTBIO pac-
CYAHJ CTapHK.

Modauaau.

HNue c6bpocusn B KoJonel Beapo, JOMaTbl, MOJUYAJHUBO CTaJ
Ha BepXHHe MepeKJaAHHbl JEeCTHHIbI, CIyCTHJCS HA AHO, BCKH-
HYJ TOJIOBY: HaBepXy BHIHeJCS JIHIIb MaJeHbKHH OCKOJIOK He-
6a, CJOBHO BbIOpPOLIEHHBIH U3 KOJO/JLa KaKHM-TO MOILHLIM BHI-
CTPEeJIOM.

HMue npucTpons Ha OQHON H3 JEeCTHHYHBIX MepeKJalHuH Kap-
MaHHBI TYCKJO CBeTSWMH (oHapb, MOABsA3aJ BeApPO K Be-
peBKe.

Ha6pocas B Hero 3eMJiH, HECKOJIbKO pa3 aepHyJ 3a LIHYD,
MPOCUTHAJUB CTapUKy mnoabeM. Uepe3 ceKyHAYy BeApO COpBa-
JIOCb C MeCTa, MOMNO0J3JI0 BBepX.

Habd, cToss Hag Kpaem KoJoAaua, nepebupasi BepeBKy py-
KaMH, BbITAHYJ BelpO, COPOCHB IVIHHY, OCTOPOXXHO OMYCTHUJ €ro
B KOJIOZELI.

CtapHK MOCMOTpesa Ha BHYUIHTEJbHbI XOJM 3eMJH, 10CTaJ
chUrapery, nmoaymadJ, OTLUBBIPHYJI ee.

«CKo/bKO mepebpocaJsii 3TOH TJHHBI»,— AyMaJ OH, H INpH-
NOMHHJIOCh, KAK HAaUYWHAJH, Te MepBble AHH, KOrja CNOpHJaCh,
6oapo wJaa pabora W Kak AaJblie, ¢ KaXIblM MeTPOM, MNpH-
XOAHUJIOCh TPYAHEe.

Yewm GoJsblile OHH YXOAMJH B 3eMJIO, TEM TsxKeJee CTaHO-
BHJIAChb OHA.

Cefluac TeMHBI CTBOJI KOJIOALA YK€ YXOAHJ Ha LIeCTOH
MeTp.

...Boambl eule He 6bIJO...

HUnbs cmenua o6pyo6hiiia.

UlecToft MeTp KasaJicss paBHbIM BCEM TSITH.

CouBanoch abixaHue. Yacto BbITHpass IMOT, CTECHEHHBIMH
JNBHXXE€HHAMH CTapPHUK HATOJHSJ BeApO.

Bpemsi norepsizio cBoit cuer. M Huuero He 6GbIJIO B MHpe,
KpPOMe 3THX BJIAXXHBIX CTE€H, 3TOH CTPEMHTEJbHOH AYUIHOH KO-
POOKH, TYCKJIO OCBELleHHOH KapMaHHbIM (OHapeM.

Hyxora.

HabGpacniBas ouepenno#t naact, Uabsi BApyr mouyBcTBOBAJI,

KakK MoJ JIOMAaTKOH BollJa 60Jb U XKeJe3HbIMH CEeTSIMH cTaJia
AYLUIHTb CepAalle.
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Crapasicb He BCJYUIMBAThCS B Hee, CTAPUK HACTABHJI LIThIK
JornaThl U YCHJHEM BCero TeJja, YyBCTBYys TYroe COMNpOTHBJIE-
HHe 3eMJH, YTOMHUJ LUTHIK, OTOPBAaJ MJAaCT H MepeHec B Bedpo.

— Huwuuero... Ceijiuac... Cefiyac mnpoHzaer... — npHbopMaThl-
BaJ OH, O6YATO MbITaJCsi 3arOBOPUThL 60Jib. HO xeje3Hble ceTH
CHJIbHEe NYLUUJH cepAale.

«...YyXOIHTb, Hal0 YXOIHUTb...» — MEJbKHYJO B TOJIOBE.

HUanbsi nepuya BepeBky. Eule pas.

BepeBka Tyro HaTsHyJachb, BhIpBaJlacb M3 DYKH, cOopBaJia
Beapo co aHa. [loaHumasce, OHO yaapHJOo B MJeyo.

CTapHK TSXKEJO CTYMHJ Ha JIECTHHLY.

Kaxnasi mepekJiaauHa naBaJach ¢ 60JbIIHM TPYAOM, CJIOB-
HO K HOoraM OBl NPHUBS3aH TsAXKeJblH, BJAEKYILUHA KO AHY Tpya3.
UTOo-TO yaapHBIUIKUCh O CIHHY, CKOJIb3HYJIO BHH3, IVIYXO BJIHIIO
B 3eMJIIO.

«Hue BepHyJs Benpo..» — cpaborano co3HaHue. Muiciab 06
Huye npupgana cua, HO U OHH MeTpP 3a METPOM TracJH.

Habsi npunan K JecTHUUe, NOJTYI0 CEKyHAy CTOSJ TpH-
JKaBILIHUCh K MepeKJaluHaM.

HyxHo 6bl10 noguuMatecsa. M3 nocaeaHux cuj, Ho Kapab-
KaTbCcsa BBepX. Horu cinabenu 6oJiblle.

HakoHelu, ockosok He6a paspoccsi U yxKe OblJI ABILIALIUM,
KaK pacrnaxHyToe OKHO.

Crapuk NOAHSJ pPYKy H, CxKaB HaA co6oi mnepekJalHHY,
CJIOBHO BIUBLIHUCH B paMy CMACHTEJbHOTO OKHA, NMOAHSJCS elle
Ha CTyINeHb, Ha APYTYIO.

HMuye, HacTOpOXKEHHBIH TeM, YTO CTapHUK JOJITO He MOAaBa.Jl
CHTrHaJa, y»Xe CKJIOHHUBUINCh HajJ KpaeM KoJoALa, 06XBaTHJI
IJIeYH ero, nomoraJ eMy BblOpaTbCs.

C ero nomoupio Mabsi NPOKOBBIISAA K XOJAMY 3€MJIH, MOJY-
Jexa NpHUBAJHICA K HEH CIHHOM.

— MoxeT, «CKOpYIo»? — TPEBOXKHO CTOs1 Hajg HuM Hue.

— He Hapo. Cefiuac npofiger.

[Tononsnu MenjeHHble, HANPSXKEHHblE CeKYH bl

HakoHel, npuUXJIOMHYB 0O 3eMJie TsAXKeJOH JaJOHblO, CTa-
PHK yCTaJIO BBIAOXHYJI:

— Ilpouo...

CJsleoM J1erko B3I0XHYJ H 06DPYObILL:

— Bce! — on TomopukoM mnocTtaBuJ JagoHb. — C cerosn-
HsILUHEero AHs HUKakux Jonat.. Maem k Bpauy. Tak geno He
noiaer! — npeBpaTHJIC OH B MAaJIeHbKOro BOPUYJHBOTO CTa-

pHUKa.
14

ﬂHpeKTOp CIeHHHTEPpHATA CHX>XKHBAJI Ha CBO€H [OJI2)KHOCTH
OKOJIO CEMH JIET.
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Ja 3TO BpeMsi OH TPHKIbl CMEHHJ B CBOoeM KabuHeTe Me-
6c.1b, ABaXKAbl MeTaJJIHYeCKHe OKOHHble pelIeTKH, U 3a 3TH
rojbl euge 6OJiblle HAMOJ3JH HAa ero BeKH MOXHaTble GpOBH,
B KOTOpBIX, KaK B CHJIKax, 3aTepsiJIHCh KpyrJble rJjaasa.

Jlupektopy OblJ10 COPOK ceMb. DoJbllle Bcero OH JOOHJ
ype3BblYaiiHble MOCTPOEHHS U COBELAHHUS.

UIkonbHasi Terpaap OKcaHbl, MOACYHYTass XpoMbiM DHIHI-
noM, BHITATHBAJAa Ha BCe Cpa3y: H Ha MOCTPOEHHUs, H HA CO-
BelllaHHA. .

Eumle 6bl, mpoH3oWJo He KakKoe-HHOyAb MNpoHCLIeCTBHele,
a HacTosillas TMOJIMTHYeCKas MPOBOKALMUA: UHTEPHATOBULl — H
nucbMo B OOH?! 310 10MKHO GbITh YHHUTOXKEHO B 3apOJbILIE.

N kabuHeT aUpeKTOpa MOXOAWJ HA WITA6 MO JHKBHAAUHH
CTUXHHHOTrOo O6eACTBHS: 03ab60OueHHble JIHLA, AOKJAAbl, MOPY-
YyeHHs...

BocnuTartesu no BceM yrJjam NepeBOPOLIHJH CNaJbHIO, BbI-
HCKHBasi He 3HAsl YTO, HO OMacHOe, KaK MOAJIOXKEeHHasl Teppo-
puctaMu 6oMmba.

OkcaHy o6bICKaJ/H, KaK pe3HleHTa BpaxKecKHuX crneucayxo,
M Ha CTOJ AUPeKTOpy OblJI0 MOJIOXKEHO ABa BellJ0Ka: CTeK-
JIBILIKO U ra3eTHblii OOPBIBOK C YbHM-TO aJPECOM.

[locne TulaTenbHBIX NO3HAHHH, BKOHEL pacTepsiHHYIO, C 3a-
NAaKaHHBIMH TJ1a3aMH, «NpeCcTynmHHLY» oTaaJd KaTbke H ee
B3BOAY, noobellaB ei AJs JedyeHUs Mo3roB [JoM HHBAaJIHIOB.

KarteprHa BHICTpOHJIA B claJibHe CBOI0O I060YHYIO KOMaHAY
B JIBe LIEpPeHTH: Te XKe 60Jie3HeHHble ()M3HOHOMHH H CPelH HHUX,
CJIOBHO CJy4aiHble, OOBIKHOBEHHble [1€BHYbH JHILIA.

[lepen cTtpoeM, BTSIHYyB TOJIOBY B IIJIeYH, MOHYPO CTOsija
OkcaHa, xJaJja cBoeii yuactH — npuroBopa KarepHuHHI.

KaTbka BaxXHO BbILIarMBaJa BOJib BHIMHPABUIMX Tpylel H
Ha ee MyXenoaoOHOH (HU3HOHOMHH CaMOIOBOJBHO BOCCEHAJH
ABa XMUIHBIX IJa3a.

KaTtepHHe mpeAcTOs/10 pelUHTb BONPOC BOMPOCOB: KaK Ha-
Ka3aTb NMpeCcTyNHHUY, COBEPLIUBLIYIO TAaKOH MOAJBIH MOCTYIMOK.

[Ipoxongs mMmumo OKcaHbl, OHa CMepHJa e€e KapalolUlUM
B3rJsioM, 3a6pocHyia pyKH 3a cnuHy. ['n1e-To B KOHIle LiepeH-
TH, CTaB HANPOTHB IpyAacTOH pbI2KeH AE€BHLbI, Y KOTOPOH H30
pPTa cTekaJa NMeHHUCTass AOPOXKKa CJIOHBI, rapKHyJa:

— ¥YTpuch, cKoTHHA!

Ta npuneuartana pacTonblpeHHOH MNSATepPHEH MO OTBHCJBIM
ry6aM, pa3MasaB CJIOHY MO BCeMY JIHLY.

— J)KuBotHble! — opana Katbka ¢ ¢JaHra, orasiapiBas
cTpoi. 3J10 3aTONaB K cepelHHe, CKOMaHOOBaJa:

— Kpyr! Bce — kpyr!

CTpoii HeyKJIIOXKe pa3BaJIMJCS, pa3HOOOYHAs KOMaHIa,
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TOJIKAsICh, CYeTACh, 10Jro cobHpaJsiach B BHITAHYBLUHHCA B MPO-
X0Je 3JJIHIIC.

B uentpe ero okasaaucb Okcana u Karepuna.

«ConpaThly y»e 3HaJd, Kakas MM MNpPEeACTOUT 3ajaua; H
KTO HEJIOBKO MepeMHHAJCsl C HOTH HA HOTY, KTO CTOSJ, TKHYB-
UIKCh TJ1a3aMH B MOJI.

OxkcaHa ¢ MoJb60ii MOBeJsa r1a3aMHu 1o JHLAM.

— JleBoukH, He Haao! PoaHeHbKHe, 51 mpolly Bac! — apor-
HYBIIHH TOJIOC 3a[0XHYJICS B HacCyMJeHHOM Kpyre.

— Karepuna, He Geiite! He 6eiite meHsa! — ona ymousioue
TPOHYJIa ee 3a JOKOTb.

Ta pesko or6pocuaa ee pykKy, psiBKHyJa:

— A noHochl nucath He 604bHO?! — M H30 Bcex cua TOJK-
HyJa ee B IJeyo.

OkcaHa, CMOTKHYBIIHCh, pa3bpocaB pyKH, OoTJeTes]a B CTO-
PDOHY, TAe ee yXe MOIXKHUAAJIH PACTONbIpeHHble, TOTOBbIE CHOBA
OTHNHUXHYTb J1a0HH.

durypa OxkcaHbl 6ujach B Kpyry OT OAHHX PYK K APYTHM.

C KaxIblM yZlapoMm TecHee CXKHMaJCcsd KpYr, a3apTHee ro-
peJsi¥ rjasa, }XaAHO PBAJIUCh K LEHTPY HaMpsiKeHHble MaJibllbl.

KartepuHna B3o6paJsiacb Ha KpOBaThb, NMPYXKHHS HaA HEH, Kak
Ha 6aTyTe, ¢ AUKHM JIHKOBaHbeM OpocaJjia Ha CXOAUBLIHECS B
OHO MECHBO T'0OJIOBHI.

— Tak! Tak! JaBaii! [aBaii!

KoJsibll0 mpeBpaTU/OCh B KHMSIIHA KOM H3 OBIOIHX PYK,
HOT, B KaKoe-TO 3J100HO€ MEeCHBO.

Bapyr u3 Hero BbipBaJicsi OTUASIHHBIH H Pe3KO 060pBaBLIHK-
Ccsl TOHKHH KpHK «Mamouka!»

O3/106/1€eHHBIE KOM KAaK-TO BHE3aNHO pacchimaJdcsi, CIHHBI
BHINMPSAMHJIUCD, CJOBHO MaJblbl pa3kaBLIErocs KyJaka.

3aMeplilne, TUXOPaJOYHO TOpsilllMe I1a3a BNHJHCH B IIEHTP
Kpyra: OkcaHa JexaJsia NMoAXKaB HOTH, CJOBHO Bce ellle Geper-
Jlach OT yapoB.

Ho 3atuxuwas cJ0BHO 3acHyJia.

KarepuHa cnpbeiriyJjia ¢ KpoBaTH, HAKJOHHJACb Haj Hei,
3a BOJIOCHl NMOJHSIB TOJIOBY, NMPHUCJAYLIAJach K AbIXaHHIO.

— Hukyna He meHercs, kypBa! Ouyxaercsi! — oHa pa3sxa-
Ja naJgbubl. [Ilen1koBHCTBIE BOJIOCH CTEKJH CKBO3b HHX, T0OJIOBA
Oxkcaubl yaapusaach 06 nodJ.

KartepuHa noaHsizia rJsasa Ha 3aBHCLIHe HaJ Hel OTyMNeB-
IMe JUua.

— Mapu u3 cnajbHH, XHUBOTHble! — MpPHNAB HA KOJIEHH,
pSIBKHYJIa OHa.

Te, cCJIOBHO U XIaJH 3TOroO, CYeTJHBOH BepeHHUEe#H NMOTSHY-
JIUCb K JIBEpH.

KartepuHa, norepeB JaloHH, 3aTONasa CJaEIOM.
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B okHa cnanbHu HaTeKaJu CYMepKH, CJOBHO TbITAJHCh
CKPbITb OT KOrO-TO JIeXKaBIIYI0 Ha MOJYy C H30JPaHHbIM IJaTh-
€M JeBYLUKY.

15

OTnyckas HeHaAOJro, 4yBCTBO BHHbl HAaCTHraJoO BHOBb.
byaro nourpeiBas ¢ no6bluell, KaKOH-TO OXOTHHK OCBOOOX 1Al
NMONMaHHOTO 3BepbKa M, JaB €My HEeCKOJIbKO TJIOTKOB BOJIH,
CHOBA HaKHAbIBAJ CETH.

B nomHKe crapuka nocejuJacb HeylTHasi HemoTa: o6py-
o6y U1 Mnbsi Bpoae 661 HAXOAUJHUCH PSAAOM, HO B TO XKe BpeMsi
Tyroe, Hanpsi>keHHOe MOJIYaHUE pa3aAesso HX.

be3 cJ/0oB HakpbiBaJH Ha CTOJ, MOJIYAJHUBO XJebaJd uap,
U3penKa MNorJasabiBasg B OKHO, 3@ KOTOPBIM T€MHOH HaCTOHKOH
HaJ/MBaJacb HOUb.

— $1 noemy! — oTOABHHYB cTakaH, pe3ko mnoaHsiacs Hue,
CJIOBHO 3a 4TO-TO H3BHHHUJCA. — Urto-To aywurt, Uaps! Ecau
¢ Hell YTO-HHUOYIb CJYUYHUTCS, MHE Jyylle MOBECHThCH.

Crapuk cuaes, 06/J0KOTHBIIUCH O CTOJ, NMOrJIaxKHBas MaJb-
11aMH J106.

Hue B3 M3 ero mauykd curaperty, BbillesJ BO ABOP.

[IpoxnaaHbli HOYHOH BO3AYX OCBEXKHJI.

O6py6bill cesl Ha HHU3KHE CTyNeHbKH, MPHBAJHJCS CIHHHOH
K 1BEpHOMY KOCSKY.

Pa3opBaHHble MBICJH CYeTJHBO HOCHJHCb B MO3ry, Kak
HEeOKHJaHHO OcJeMNllilie MTHIHI.

...JlorpyXeHHbli B HOYHOe 6e3MOJIBHE MHDP...

Bapyr BO3HHKJIO 3HAaKOMOe€ UYYyBCTBO HepeaJIbHOCTH BCero:
HepeaJbHa 3TAa HOYb, 3Be31bl, TYCKJBIH CBeT JiaMIbl Han
KpBblJIbIIOM, HepeaJsieH OOM- CTapHKa, 3TO CBeTslleecs HH3KOe
OKHO, HepeaJibHO CBOe cyulecTBoBaHHe... [lycrora... Beamo.s-
Hasd, rdHerywas nycrora.. Uro Bce 310? Yrto ectb BCE?

Ha MrHoBeHHe cTaJio XYTKO. DTO COCTOSIHHE CTpaxa,
CTpaxa HeNOHHMAaHHUS IAJHJOCh HECKOJbKO OTUASIHHBIX CEKYHI,
IIOTOM, pe3KO MOracHyB, Mepellio 3 CJAAKOTHYIO TOCKY.

Tuwinna. Tsaxenasi THILIMHA NPOHHKAs B uepen, pachnupa-
Ja ero. Bcnomuuauch raaza OkxkcaHbl, ee AeTcKas panoCTb,
KOr/a OHa B35J1a JIUCTOK C aqpecoM.

O6py6biln 3aTsAHYJCA. SIPKHM CBETJISIUKOM MNBIXHYJ KOHUYHK
CHUraperHl.

HeoxuaanHo 3a BOPOTAaMH TMNOCJBIIIAJCA KAaKOH-TO LIOPOX
H 60pMOTaHbe.

O6py6bill mpHCayllIajcsi: BHAHO, KAaKOH-TO MNbsIHYYXKKa
BCJyX pelliasJ MHPOBHE NpO6JeMbI.
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Hue BHIrISIHY1 W3 KaJHUTKH: B MeTpax TpeX NbAHbIH He3Ha-
KOMell, CHJISICh MOAHSITbCS, MPHUNAAAJ Ha KOJIEHH.

[Togusiacs. YUto-to 6eccBsi3HO MpO6OPMOTAB, CJENO LIAarHy.Jl.

CBeT ¢doOHAps BBIJOBHJ H3 TEMHOTbl pas3bHTOe JIHLO.

Buaac.

CpbiBasicb M3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, OH BbIOpes Ha AOpOTY,
CHOBA MpHMNaJ Ha KOJIeHH, CHOBA C TPYAOM TOAHAJICA H TakK
XKe, eJle yAepKHBAsiCh HAa HENOCJYLIHbIX HOrax, CMOTHIKafACh,
CJOBHO KTO-TO HEBUAUMbIH NMHHAJ €ro B CIHHY, CpPbIBaJCs Ha
OBbICTPBIH LIAT H ONSATbH CJENO KOBBIJISIA MO YJHLE.

Ha pyuwe crano caskoTHO H HeywoTHo. HMue B3riasHyJa B
HO4YHOe Heb60. B cTpeMHuTesbHOH 4YepHOH 6e3lHE MHUJJHOHAMH
NMayykoB MJISICAJU XOJIOAHble 3Be3/bl, Cpead HUX CropO6JieHHOH
KOJIAYHbeH UTO-TO Belllaja HaJ MHPOM JIyHa.

besawabe.

Tyckno ocBelieHHoe 6e3qroabe. JIuupb Baaneke 6ujach H3
CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY XaJkas ¢urypa Baaca, u nepeBbs ¢ mJjoc-
KHMH B HOYH KPOHAMH, KaK 4YyTKHe palaphbl, BCJYLIHBAJIUCH
B HOUHYIO BellYylO THIIHHY.

Uro 6by10 B Heil? UTo TanJa OHa U HaCMeLIJUBO CKpbIBaJja
OT yYeJIOBeYeCKOH Aywu? A, moxeT, 1 He Taujaa? Moxer, OT-
KpOBeHHasl caMa, »Jaaja U OTBETHOrO OTKPOBEHHS 4YeJloBeKa?
Ho torna B ueM oHO — OTKpOBeHHe JIOACKOH AywH? B ee Be-
JUYHH U mageHuu? UM ecau rtak, To Kyna yxK 6GOJiblliero, 4em
Tenepb.

Uero xe ewe? M Heyxenum HyXKeH H KAaKOH-TO CPOK, 4TOG
JIOAH TaK H XKHUJH MeXIy BeJIHUHeM H MajJeHHeM, MexX1y He-
HaBHCTbIO H JIOOOBbIO, MEX OTYassHHeM H HaAeXIOH, Mexuay
pa6cTBOM U cBO6OAOH, MexXAy CKOpObIO H yTelLleHHEM, MEXAY
cJaBoil H 6eccslaBHEM H HeHaBHAeJH BeJlHYHe H JIOOOBb, BO3-
BBILIAJH NafeHHe U HEHAaBUCTh, HEHABHEJH CaMO XKe NaleHHe
H caMy HEHaBHCTh?

...KpenuaJa HOYb.

16

HMuye BepHyJica B noM. CTapHK yxKe pa3bupaJ nocresb, €ro
IIKPOKAash MYCKYJIUCTasi CMHHA MeIHO OTCBeYHBaja B CBeTe
JIaMITHI.

HMue morontasncs B aBepsiX, oxXuaas, uto Mabsa BoT-BOT mo-
BEPHETCS B €ro CTOPOHY.

ToT, BUAHO, MOYYBCTBOBAB 3TO, He pa3rubasi CNHHBI, BCe
TaK >X€ HAKJOHUBLUUCh HAl MOCTEJbIO, OTJISIHYJICSI HAa HEro.

— Hapno yBeatH ee H Bce.. — cpa3y BCTaBHJ OOpyOHI H
TYT 2Ke MOCHEUIHA YIpeAHTb CTapuKa. — A 4TO, He MPOKOPMHM
OdHYy AyUIYy 4TO JIH? S
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Hiabs ¢ yabl6Kol BbINpsiMHJICS:

-— Oany-TO0 Aywy Kak-HUOYyAb NPOKOPMHM. Ho Kak Thr
«yBedelb» ee, 6eaHas TBOs aylual

— 3710 yxe Apyro# Bonpoc. — HMue mnpoulescs no KomHa-
Te. CBECHBLUH TOJIOBY, Ka3aJcs ellle MeHbllle.

OH nmocMoOTpeJs Ha Yachl:

— B camblit pa3: noka 1O jga ce, 3a MOJIHOYb MepeBaJHT...
Toabko mMalminHa HyKHa... Eciu uto-HUGYAb C Hell OHH chesa-
JH, 51 Ha 3TOM O6yJbl0o3epe BeCb 3TOT HHTEpPHAT pasHecy...
HUabsa, noiinem co mMHoii Kk Haszapy, a To oAHOMY KakK-TO He-
yno6Ho. A ¢ To60#i OH U He OTKaeT.

Crapuk, 3a6pOCHB pYyKYy 3a CHHHY, 3BYYHO MOCKpe6 MO
JIONATKOH.

[louecniBaJs, Ka3aJjaocCh, LeJyl0 BEYHOCTD.

— JlagHo,— B310XHYJ OH. — Bce paBHO cmaThb He galllb.
[lofinemM,— OHH BHILUJIH BO ABOp, NOAOHAS K ceT4yaToMy 3abopy,
KPHKHYJIH K COCeACKOMY KPbIJIbLY.

[Ilypsi ranasa, u3z goma Bbiwiea Hasup. Illnenmas tankamu
NPpUOJHU3HIICSH K HUM.

17

B uepHyo HOub BbipBaJicsi 6enblii aBTOMOGHIb Haszapa. Pa-
IOM C HHM Ha TNepeiHeM KpecJe BoccenaJ o6pyObill.

Crapuk, 6pocHuB UM BcJed PYKOH, HaAOJro 3amMep Ha Mmyc-
THIHHOH YyJulle.

18

HouHasi cnajbHs [QaBHO MNOrpys3uJjiacb B COH: CJbIIIAJOChH
NpUYMOKHBAaHHE ry06, OGecrnokoiiHoe OOpMOTaHbe, HajJ KpoBa-
TSAMH NOTyJUBaJ Xpar.

OxcaHa JiexaJsia B NOCTeJNH BCS YHAA MO OesJ0, OCTABHB
OTKPBITHIM JIHUIb JIHIIO, KAK Y 3aneJIeHyTOH KYKJIH.

Okcana aymaJna o6 Hue: ecim 6B MOIVIO CJAYYHTHCS 4ydO
H OH ceHuac okasaJica Obl 31ecb, uTOO HaBceria YyBe3TH ee
orctona.. Ho auwp 66 3TH CBOJIOYUH He cheJsiaJd MaJieHbKOMY
yeJIOBeYKy KaKOH-HHOYAb MOAJOCTH... OHH CNOCOOHBI Ha BCe...
N tosnbko 66l He [loM HHBaJHIOB.

Y6exaTb... ITO 6BIO MepPBOH MBICJAbIO, KOrJa OHA MPHLIIa
B ce6s nocJie no6oes. M Tenepp 3T0 npeBpaulanoch B pelleHHE.
Y6exars... .

- Ona noaymasa o cBoeM MNJaTbe: OHO pas3oApaHo. Ho Bce
paBHO, MyCTb H pa3oxpaHo. ['1aBHOE — YHTH.
N ceityac camoe Bpemsi. [locse mpouleguiero wMoHa HHU-
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KOMY H B TOJIOBY He MNpHAET, UYTO MOCJe TaKOro mnepenoJoxa
KTO-TO OTBAXKeTCs Jaxe Ha MaJIeHbKHH MPOCTYIOK.

XpoMmoil CTOpPOXK, HaBepHsSIKa, NMbSIH U XpPaNHUT B cBoel OyI-
Ke. To, 4TO ero cMeHa, MOXeT H K Jy4lUleMy.

Toabko 6b HeE3aMETHO BBLICKOJIb3HYTb M3 CNaJIbHH, MPOHTH
npoxoaHyt. A tam Bce: cBob6oma. OcraHercsa pobexaThb 10
rJ1aBHOH OOPOTH M OCTAHOBUTH MaliuHy. Kro-HM6yab na mnoa-
o6pocut Kk apomy Hue.

Bexarts.

OkcaHa cTsiHyJa C TOJIOBbl OJesisio, NpHC/AylIaJnach: BCe,
JIOJIX)KHO OBbITb, CIAT.

Caausacp Ha KpoBaTH, NipeojoJieBass 60Jb: BCE T&JO Ka-
-3aJ10Cb pa3Apo6JeHHBIM H pacnyXIUUM.

B moaympake Hamynaja cOpOLI€EHHOE HA MOJ MJaTbe.

Camoe crpauiHoe — KpoBaTh KaTepuHBI: TOJBKO OBl OHa
He npocHyJack. [IpuxBatuB Tydau, OkcaHa OCTOPOXKHO JBHHY-
Jla Mo CyMpauyHOMY NMPOXOAY MeX KpOoBaTel.

Uewm O6unxke noactynana K KaTbKHHOH KOHKe, TeM rpomue
KOJIOTHJIOCh Ceplle: TOJbKO Obl He MPOCHY1acCh.

JIBepb oTBOpUsAach 6e3 cKpumna, Jerko B3aoxHyB, OkcaHa
NpUKpHIJIA ee 3a cO6Ooi...

B kopuaope TuxO.

[To XOJIOHOMY TOJy OHA MpOIIJA K JIECTHULE, cnycmnaCb
Ha nepBbli 3Tax. M 3n1ecb — HUKoro. [lexypHblii BOCIHTaTE b,
HaBepHOe, TOXe crauJl.

OCTOpOKHO NPHOTKPBIB BXOAHYIO ABepPb, BHICKOJIb3HYJA Ha
yJAULY.

OT cTyneHek K cCaMblM BOpPOTaM BeJsia TyCKJO OCBelLleHHasl
doHapeM acdaJabTOoBasg AOpora.

Ecau uaru no Heit, Moryt 3ametrutb. OKcaHa collja ¢ Hee,
[IpoiAs NOA AepeBbs, CJAHJAACH C HOYHOH TEMHOTOHM.

[IpHuynnuBble TeHH KaszaJHCbhb CJeASIIHUMH 3a HeH ¢ury-
pamH, CJI0BHO KTO-TO NpSATaJCs 3a AE€PEBbAMH H XKJ1aJ MOMEH-
Ta, YTO6 HA6POCUTHCH HA Hee.

[Ipuces, oHa Haowynb Hanena Tydau, B pebpax oTAajach
-pe3kast 60Jb, CTOJIKHYJa ee Ha 60k. OkcaHa ycnesa NoACTa-
BUTb PYKY, ONyCTHJacb Ha KoJseHH. [lomoxnpana, moka 60Jib
TIOyTHXHET.

OcTOopoXHO MOAHAJACH, LIAarHyJaa. 3aulypliaja Moja Hora-
MH TpaBa, NpeaaTesbCKH 3aTpeuias Cyxoi CyK.

Ha 3TOT Tpeck TYT »Ke 0TO3BaJjlaCb HHTEPHATOBCKAasl I11aBKa
30ChbKa, 3aKaTHJAaCb B TOHKOM TPOH3HUTEJBHOM Jae.

OgrcaHa npumnaJia K UleplIaBOMY CTBOJIy KJ€Ha, B TEMHOTe
. CJIMJIaCh C HHM.

Cobaka, 3ailsicb B sIpOoM Jae, Ka3aJoCcb, He MoOrJa OcCTa-
HOBHThCS, Bbi6eXaB Ha Jopory, noJjeresaa B cTopoHy OKcaHH...
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Pe3ko pacmaxHyJjacb aBepb NMPOXOAHOH, H HA mopore cTa-
Jla OcCBellleHHas BXOJHOH JaMmoi (urypa CTopoxa.

C 3akojotuBwuMcs cepauem OkcaHa 3aTepJiach 3a AepeBo.

30CbKa, MepeMeTHYBUWHCh Yyepe3 KYCThl, SpOCTHO OPOCHIACDH-
Ha OKcaHy, HO yuysiB, YTO 3/JeCb CBOH, HHTEPHATOBCKHe, 3a-
CKYJIMJIa U CTaJjla TePeTbCHd O HOTY.

CTOpO» BblllIeJ H3 TMPOXOAHOH, 3JI0 OKJHUKHYJ CcO6aky:

— UYero pasBH3xKaJach, nackyaar?! — U BblllleJ Ha AOPOTyY.

OkcaHa eJie CJBILIHO, C MOACTYNMUBLWIUMH CJe3aMH NMPOCHIQ
IOJIUBILIYIO B HOrax LIaBKY:

— ¥Yxoau. He BoinaBaii meHs. YX04u xe...

— 30CcbKa! — OKJIMKHYJ CTOPOXK, CAeJlaB HeCKOJbKO LIAaros..

OKcaHa COCKOJIb3HYyJIa CIHHOH MO CTBOJIY Ha 3eMJI0.
YTKHysach JIMLIOM B KOJIEHH.

Bce. Tenepp yxe Bce. OHa npeacraBusa, Kak CHOBa ee
NOMpalluBaJd B AHPEKTOPCKOM KabuHeTe, JIMNIKHe rJja3a BOC-
nuTaTeNed, yBUAeNa KPYr B ClaJibHe, HaXOIAsillHe Ha Hee
O3BepeJible JIHLA...

— 3o0cbKa! — rpoMue OKJHKHYJ CTOPOXK, H €ro XpOMarollu i
lar OTYeT/JHBEH pa3Heccsd IO HOYHOH THILIHHE.

Cobaka pas-apyroii orbpexaJnach, 6pocuB OKcaHy, MeTHY-
Jlach MO 3allypllaBlIed TpaBe K L0opore.

— UYero pasbpexaJsacsh, wiawxa? Tpaxatb Tebsi HeKOMy! —
H CcJelOM MOCJIBbILIAJNOCh, KAK OH TPUTONHYJ HOrOH, H B3BHU3T-
HyBLIasi co6akKa noHecJacb B CTOPOHY 3JaHHUS.

B Kakoe-TO MTHOBeHHE Ha TEePPUTOPHI0O HHTEPHATA HABA-
JIMJIACh TsXKeJasi TUIIHHA, CJOBHO BCe BOKDYr 3aTauUJOCh: U
31aHHE C TYCKJIOH JIaMNOH Haj KPBUJIbLUOM, U JepeBbsl, U JYH-
HBIH [OHMCK, KOTOPBIH CKBO3b HX KPOHBl 3arJsiblBaJj Ha »XaB-
IIYIOCS K CTBOJIY AEBYLIKY.

19

MaumuHa, BblexaB U3 ropoja, Jerko 1iJja no HOYyHOiH Tpacce.

Hasap, csierka nogaBlIKMCh K PYJIlO, BIJSALIBAJICS B A0pO-
Ty, KOTOPYIO [aJieKO Brnepesd ocBeulaJu dhapwl.

3a Bce BpeMsi He MOMaJOCh HU OJHOH BCTPEUHOH MALUHHBI.
JIMWp oaHaXAbl Jyd CBeTa BHIPBAJ M3 MpaKa CTaBIUHH Ha
HOYb pedpexeparop.

Exann 6e3 omnpeaeneHHOro nJjaHa, pellldB AeHCTBOBATb MO
06CTOSATENIbCTBAM.

B kakofi-To MOMeHT O6pyOBbILI BAPYr SICHO, CO CTOPOHBI
yBHIeJ BCce NPOUCXOAsllee: U 3TY HOYb, aBTOMOOHJ/Ib, MYALHH
M0 MyCTHIHHOH Aopore, ce6s B 3TOH MallWHe, MATHAAllATHJIET-
HIOIO A€eBYLIKY, KOTOpasi, HaBepHOe, ceduyac CrnaJjia U ey COBCEM
HH K yeMy ObIJIM ero crnacarteslbHble 3aTeH.
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BO3HHUKJ/JIO 4yBCTBO BHHBI Neped Heii © HEHAaBHUCTb K cebe.
O6py6bill mouyBcTBOBaJ cebsi B HaMsJeHHOM Ha TOJIOBY
KOJIMaKe, U KPecJo Moj HUM CTaJo TPOHOM LUYTOBCKOH KapeThl,
MyaBUIelcsad B 6€CCMBICJEHHYIO HOUb.
3HaKOMBblii AbSIBOJIBCKHII CMeX pas3opBaJicsi HaJa MHPOM.
Ho wyTtoBckas kapera Jux0o mMyaJsa no acgaJsabTOBOii JieH-
-Te, Hecs B CBOeM YpeBe MaJIeHbKOro 4YeJOBeKa.
— Iloanaxmu! — BApyr nosepHyJcs ob6py6biln Kk Hasa-
. py! — Berepka! — 6yaTo roBOpHJ KOMY-TO Has3Jo.
— Ycneem,— ycmexHyJscs Hasap.
— JlaBaii-naBaii! — Kypaxaceh, noacreruBaj KHue.— [JaBwu!
JleTyuuMH MbllIaMH mnajgaj ¢ Hebec raiajuBblfi XOXOT, H
Kapera ¢ 6eJbIMH JIOWIAAKaMH JieTesJa CKBO3b 3TO Mep3Koe
KHUIeHbe.

20

Xpomoii @uaunn, oT AyWH BbIMaTepuB cO6AKy, ABHHYJ K
-31aHHUIO.

Ot nepeBa, rae 3ataugacb OkcaHa, A0 cepedHHbl AOPOTH,
M0 KOTOPOH TOMaJ CTOPOXK, OblJIO METPOB CEMb.

OkcaHa cuabHeH KaJachb CMNHHOH K CTBOJY, CJOBHO MbITa-
Jlacb pacTBOPUTHCH B HeM. C KaxXAbIM NPUOJIHKABLIMUMCS 1Ia-
roMm cTopoxa ObicTpee 6uJsoch cepale. CTBOJM KjeHAa OblJ He
OueHb LIHPOK, H, €CJH TNpPHUCTaJbHeil BIrJSAAETbCS, HaBEepHAKA,
MOXXHO OBbIJIO PAa3JIHUHUTh YeJIOBe4YecKylo GhHUrypy.

[Ilaru nmopaBHsAJHCb C HUM. BpemMs Bpa3 H3MEHHJO CKO-
poCTb: yeM ObicTpee GUJOCH Cceplle, TeM MeAJIeHHEeH OHO LUIJIO.

Ho mnepectyk maroB Ha nopore npOAOJIXKHJICS, CTaJ OTAA-
_asatbesd. OKcaHa nepeABHHYJIaCh 3@ CTBOJIOM, 60SI3JIUBO B3IVIs-
HyJla: CTOPOX, HeJIOBKO MpUNajnasi Ha OAHY HOry, NMOAHSJICS Ha
KPBIJIbLIO, BOLIEJ B 3JaHHE.

OHa nouyBCTBOBaJa, KakK OT HamnpsKeHHs APOXKaJH H, Ka-
3aJ10Ch, BOT-BOT MOAKOCSTCH KOJIEHH.

Ho Hamo uaru. OHa po6ko warnysna. OrasHynach Ha
Kpblibuo. CneJsiaja eule war, H CJIOBHO 4YTO-TO cpaboTaJio B
HeH, 6e3 OrVIssAKH nobexaJa 1noj AepeBbsSIMH, yXKacasiCb TPECKY
CyubeB MOJ HOTAMH H LIeJIeCTy TPaBHI.

Bot yxe okoHuuJcsi manucagHuk. OcTaBanochb TOJbKO TNe-
pe6exaTb AOPOTY H 4Yepe3 NPOXOAHYIO — Ha yJHLY.

Co cOUBLIMMCS JblXaHHEM OHAa CHOBA OIJISIHyJlaCch Ha 37a-
HHe, HA 3aMeplliie, TOYHO HAPUCOBAHHbIE CTeHbl, ABepb H Opo-
. CHJ1aCb Yyepe3 JOpOry.

BoTt kOopHIaOp, BOT PYKH HallynaJH 3aJBHXKKY Ha [IBEpH,
BOT ABEpPb y>Ke pacKpbiTa H CHOBA, HO yXXe CHapy»>XH MpHAAaB-
JieHa CIIHHOR.
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H Botr oHa 3a TeppuTOpHEll HHTepHATA.

Oxkcana He vuyyBcTBOBasa 00J1H, TOJbKO TNOJKAIIHBAJHCh
OTsizKeJieBLIHE HOTH.

[TaTbaecAT MeTpoB 40 Tpacchl, Ka3aJsoch, 6eXxasa oHa Beu-
HOCTb>, H B 3TOM MOTPYKEHHOM B YepHYI0O MrJy MHpe OblJIH
TOJILKO 3Ta OJHA HecKOHYaemas, MOYTH HeBHAMMAas aopora H
TYJKHIl, mpeaaTe/]bCKH TPOMKHH TOMOT KaGJ1yyKOB.

Ho BoT gopora BTek/sa B WHPOKYH JeHTy Tpacchl. Temepb
HY?KHO OblJIO CBepHYTb HampaBO H MPOAOJXKATbh 6er mo He.

[lynbcupoBasa non Horamu TBepAb acdanabta. COUIOCH
AblXaHHue.

OkcaHa 6osi1ach OCTAHOBHTb CBOH 6er, HO yXe He CJy-
aJuch, noarub6anuce Hord, OKcaHa copBaJsach 3a OGOYHHY,
OMYCTHJACh HA XO0JIOAHYI0 TpaBy. C HaaexIoH mnoaymaJnaa o
CBOEM MaJieHbKOM 4eJIoOBeuKe: ecJd 6 OH 3HAJ cedyac, YTO C
Hell, To 06s3aTejbHO Obl mMpUMuaJicsa. bpocusa 6Gbl BCce W MNpH-
MyaJcs.

Ona nexaJsa psiioM ¢ Tpaccoi, o6paTHB 3aKpbIThie IJa3a
K 3Be3IHbIM Heb6ecaM H He 3HaJa, yTo MO 3TOH XKe Aopore Mua-
Jlach el HaBcTpeuy Oesiasi MallHHA.

21

HouHast e31a He3aMeTHO ykauaJa.

[TonyapemMa o06BOJIOKJIA, KAK MSTKas AeBHLA.

..Toana romousmux Jwoaed. Kakoi-to 60ponau, sMOLHO-
HaJbHO XECTHKYJHPYS, NPOH3Hec cjaoBa: «..Maduwus...», «kab-
M3DH...»

«KaabMapu»... O6py6bill NOYYBCTBOBAJ CKBO3b ApPeMY, KakK
3acTaBJsAg ceOs OYHYTbCS U 3aNOMHHTb 3TO CTPaHHOe CJIOBO
H, 060pBaB COH, OTKPHIJ rJaasa.

ABTOMOGH/IL TO-TIpEeXKHEMY JIETKO 1LIeJ MO HOYHOH Tpacce.
OG6py6bit MPOTALIMJ MO JHLY KPENKOH JalOHbIO, CJIOBHO CTa-
ILHJ ¢ cebsl IUNKYIO COHJHUBOCTb.

— Ilpukumapua,— BuHOBaTO yJabib6HyJcs OH.— WU poaro
S ApbiX?

— Her,— Hazap Ha cekyHay otopBaJicsi OT pyJas. — Mo-
KeT, MHHYT MATb.

— Cuabiib, Hazap, a Tebe He BcTpeuyasoch Takoe CJIOBO:
«KaJbM3PH»?

— ...«KaJIbM3pHU»?

— Ara.

— UYept ero 3Haer,— Ha3ap nmoBoAHJI BETPOBBIM CTEKJIOM,
HaBOAS B JIMHIO CBeXHH MOTOK Bo3dyxa. — «Kasapmapu»... Uro-
TO BEHrepCKO-HCNMAaHCKoe... A 4TO 3TO0?

85



— A xpen ero 3Haet. [lopaxawcb! Bpoae Obl s HHKOraa
TAKOro He CJbllIaJ, a BOT Halo e, npurpesusocs! — O6py-
Oblll H caM HeMoAdeJbHO yAHBHJCS. — A, MOXET, HA KaKOM-
TO 513bIKE €CTb 3TO CJOBO... UTO-TO B 3TOM TaKoe eCTb... Jl cJio-
Ba HHUKOTZA M CJbIXOM He CJBIXHBaJ, a OHO y MeHs B Oallke.
[ToHumaelb: U y He KOro-HHGyAb, 4 HMEHHU y MeHs, y TOro,
KTO O HeM W CJbIIATh He cJablliaj... CBUXHYTbCA MOXHO...

— UM yto Tebe mnpucHugoch? — Haszap kak OyATO Hauyan
paccJieoBaHHe.

— Tounna kakasi-to. M1 oauH takoii G6opoaaTbli AeTHHA...
Kak cJyoH. OH H roBOpHUT: «...KaJabM3pH». Ho cHauana npo ka-
KYyI0-TO Ma(HI0 TOJIKOBaJI.

— Maduw? — B3sia Ha 3ameTky Haszap.

— Kak poauacsi B TiopbMe, Tak, HaBepHOE, TaM H OTKH-
HYCb,— PaBHOAYLIHO NMPOHU3HeC 06PyO6bILL.

— Kro poauacs? — He nousa Hasap.

— 4.

B casoHe noBuc/sa HeJOBKas nayasa.

— UM rakoe cayuaercs... HekoTtopble Tam cnenuaJjbHO ae-
TOK KJjenalT. UHTo6 CPOK CKOCTHUTb...

Hazap monuanuBo cJjaenus 3a JOpOroi.

Brnepeau 3aropenuchb (apbl BCTpedHOH MalUUHBL. Tak u He
NnepeKJIOUUBLINCH HA «OJHXKHHIY», OCJENHUB Pe3KHUM CBETOM, OHa
MpoLiJa MHMO.

Hasap, npunaB K pyJi0, HENPOHW3BOJLHO TMOBEPHYJ HM BJle-
BO-BIPaBo.

— $1 TBOI0O aylly... — BHIMATEpHJICS OH.
— [JoHAOH WITONAHBIH,— NoAAepKaa O6pyObILL.
— W3 rtex... [laykoB... — rasinys Hasap.

[lonsaB npyr apyra, paccMesijIuCh.

— Pacckaxu ele yto-HU6yap npo Hux... [Ipo maykos,—
yabi6uyJscs Hazap. — Y Tebsi uHTepecHo BuIXoAUuT. Y Benp He
MOAKOTAaellbCsl...

ITocmesinuce.

— A uto Te6e mpo naykoB.. C HHMH Bce SCHO,— pacTs-
HyJ Hue. — OcJsenus BCTpeyHOro — mayk...
— IT-TO T-TOYHO...

— Ecau uyenoBek H mMorubHeT Ha 3TOH 3eMJe, TO TOJIbKO
OT MBICJIH, YTO XXHTb OH He HMeeT NpaBa.

— A noueMy «He HMeEET NpaBax»?

— A ecTb oaHa Takasi 6JeBOTHasi MbICJAUWIKA. Bpoae On
BCEro NsTOK CJOB B Heil, a MOCJ€e Hee XHUTb NPOTHBHO CTaHeT.
BoT 3Ta MbICJHIIKa, €CJH O HeH 3aroBOPSIT, U YObeT JiodeH.
BepHee, cHayasa pa3BpaTHUT, a MNOCJe Hee BCe B 3TOM MHpe
nmoTepsieT H KH3Hb. A ec/IH HeT LleHbl, TO H Bellb Ha MYCOD.
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— Hy u uto 3To 3a nsATh CJOB? — MOJIOGONBITCTBOBA

Haszap.

—prI UX caM 3Haelb. U Bce 3HaoT. ToNbKO AeslalOT BHI,
YyTO He 3aMeualoT. B 1ypHKOB UrpaloT.

Monyanu.

— OX, NpoXKUTb Obl OAWH AeHeueK, HO 4YyTob6 OT AyWH, KaK
mocJsle KaxXabl POAHUKOBOH BOAMYKH Hanutbcs! — Hue 3a6po-
CHJl PYKH 3a TOJIOBY, CUEMHB HA 3aThblJKe MaJibubl H TYT 3XKe
MOATPYHUJ HaL co6O:

— Bwupaa, kak g? A?

— Hy na! — B ToH emy corJsacuiacst Hasap.

Bapyr HeoXXHOaHHO BNepedH BLIPOC KEHCKHH CHJYIT.

PackuHYB pyKH KPecTOM, Ha MalIHHY OTYASIHHO ABHHYJACh
KaKasi-To JeBUOHKaA.

Haszap ycnen BbiBepHYTb pyJb, MallHHA HaKPEHUBLIHCH
cTaja Ha fABa KoJieca. KakuM-TO yyaOM He ONMPOKHHYBIUHUCH H
elBa He 3aleB JeBUOHKY, ob6bexaJsa ee.

O6py6bill ycnes BLUEMHTbCS B 3epKaJo 0630pa H ynepeThes
B KpecJie BOAUTEJI.

MauuHa, ¢ J53roM CINpPY>KHUHHUB Ha peccopax, cTaja Ha BCe
KoJieca, TNMOKAaTHJa MeNJIeHHO, C 3arJOoXLIHM JBHrarteJieM.

Ocos3HnaB, uto Bce ob6ouJaoch, Hazap papoxaueit pyko#
BKJIIOUHJI 3a>KHUTaHUE:

— Ilopoxaute! — B cajoH NpPOHHK cJabeHbKHH OaJeKHil
T0oJI0COK. — $I mpoiuy Bac!

O6py6biln pe3ko obepHyJcs. Brasgesncs B 3aaHee CTeKJIO.
Ho Ha HeM, Kak Ha 3aTyMaHeHHOM 3KpaHe, JHUIb CMYTHO MpO-
CTynaJl TOHKHH CHJIYIT.

[Tocabiwadcst Tonot KabJayKoOB.

Ho maunHa yxe yxoauJsa Brnepen.

— Kro ux 3naer, moxet, 6aHga kakasi! — Hazap Hanpsi-
’KEeHHO BIJISABIBAJCS B 3aCKOJIb3UBIIYIO MOJ KoJieca Cepyro
JIEeHTYV.

O6py6bill cHOBa 06epHYJICS.

— Heyxeaun ona?! — norepsinHo 6opMoraa oH. — ['oJioc
ee... Croit! — Bapyr Opocun oH Hazapy. — Topmosu! — U
cxKaJ ero pykKy. — 10 oHa!

— Ye et Tyr penath? — Hasap nponoJsixkan BecTH Ma-
LUHHY.
~ — Jla crToéi Xe TH! — OH Kpemye cxkaJ ero pyky,— pas-
BEDHHCh H HAH HaBcTpeuy... Ecau uro — mo rasam! Ilousia?

— Hy cMmorpu! — Moua, g npeaynpexnaan Tebs, pacCTsaHY
TOT, MOCJIYLIHO pa3BepHYJICH.

dapbel BHIXBAaTHJIH H3 TEMHOTH 3aMeplUlyl0 BjaaJjeke ¢QH-
Ty PKY.

MepneHHo noumJu Ha Hee.
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JleBylIKa BCKHHYJA PYKOii, CJOBHO KOro-TO H34aJH no-
NPHBETCTBOBAJIA.

— CurHanuT cBoeit 6aHie,— npeanoJoxua Ha3sap.

— Omna! — BbigoxHysn HMue, nogaBuuch JHIOM K TNepeaHe-
My cTekay. — Bor tak Homep! ToyHo oHa! — u 3a6bIB, UTO Ma-
LIHHA elle HAeT, OTKPbIJ ABEpLYy.

— Jla ctoit ke Tb! — ynapua no topmosam Hasap u BhI-
A0xHyJa: — Hy 1 Houka!

Hue toponnuBo wen HaBcTtpeuy aAeBywke. OHa nouina
O6bICcTpeH.

Csetr dap, Kak 3abpolleHHble B HOYb CETH, BbIOHpAJ ec H3
TeMHOTBHl. Hasap yBuaeJs, KaK OHA NMPHUNOAHsAJA H NpHXKaJda K
rpyad oO60pPBaHHBIM JIOCKYT MJaThs.

Bor HMue yxe 3acioHua ee ¢hurypy, Ho OblJI0O BHAHO, Kak,
y3HaB ero, HO, BHJHO, ellle He Bepsd rJjaizam, OHa 3amepJa Ha
MTHOBEeHbE H MOTOM OpOCHJach K HeMy.

B Merpax aByX, CMOTKHYBUIHCH, ynaJsa. O6py6bill MeTHYJI-
Csl K Hed, NpUMNaB HA KOJIEHO, CKJOHHJICH.

BbicTpble AeBHYBH PYKH XKaAHO OOXBAaTHJH €ro LIelo.

Haszap BblkaOuHJ (apbl, H B OCJeNnUBUIeH TEMHOTe CJIH-
JIHCb IBe (HUTYPHI.

[lo HOuM pacTekcss pPaLOCTHBIA CO cJe3aMH OAEeBHYHH Tro-
JIOCOK:

— ¢ 3Hana! §I Benb 3HaJa, 4YTO THl NMpHeaellb!

CHOBaA BCINBIXHYBIIHE Jy4Yd Bbipe3aJsldi U3 TEMHOTHI [Be, HO
yKe wealne paagoM GUrypHl.

OHa aepxkaJsia JafoHb 06pyObilla, 3a6bIB PO OTOPBAHHBIK
JIOCKYT, KOTODBIH, CBeCHUBIIHCh, O6HAXKaJ 6eJblii XOJMHK I'py IH.

OHu wau 60K 0 60K, H H3daJH MOIJIO MMOKa3aThCs, 4YTO
cecTpa BeleT 3a pYKy MJaauero 6pata, KOTOPHIH Obl1 HH-
Xe ee.

Ha3ap cHoBa BBIKJIOYHJ CBeT, CHOBA B TEMHOTy YIIJH HX
CHJIY3THl, HO Yepe3 MTHOBEHbe B HOBbLIX JIy4ax CBeTa OXHJH
X CYacTJIHUBbIE JIHIA.

CnepxuBas yJabl6Ky, O6pyObIlI NPHTPO3HJT B CTEKJIO KY-
JIAaKOM.

MalvHa Jerko CTpOHyJach; Habupas CKOPOCTb, MOILIJIA
N0 HOYHOH Jopore.

OkcaHa cugesa Ha 3aJiHeM culeHbe 3a cnuHod Hue. B
caJioHe CTOosiJla A0JIrasi HeXXHas THLUIHHA, JHUb B OKOLIKO MpO-
pbIBaJICSl OCBHCT LIHH.

OG6pyO6billl OTKHHYJICSA B KpecJse H BAPYT NOYYBCTBOBAJ, Kak
Jackalollas pyKa CKOQJIb3HyJla IO 3aTHUIKY, TeMJO CTeKJa K
lIee, H MOTOM K MJe4yaM AOBEPUHBO ilpHJBHYJO ee JIHUO.

Mup, KakK nec, 3aXMYpHJI rJjasa.
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acTte TpeTsva

MECTD
1

K Habe 3aexaTtb 6bs0 Heo6xoaumo. Haszap nonorHan ma-
UIMHY K CAMbIM BOPOTaM, 3arJyLIuJ JABUraTelb.

[Toracau ¢apbl, aBTOMALIHHA YTOHYyJa B HOYH, CJOBHO
MOrpy3uJaach Ha AHO MODS.

Cuas 3a pyJseM, Hazap BBIrHYJ CNHHY, CJAAaAKO MOTSHYJCS:

— Camoe BpeMs crnaTb,— CKBO3b 3€BOK MPOPOHHUJ OH.

— Hy uro, momau? — o6py6bill 06€DHYJCS K CHAeBUIEH
3a HuM OkcaHe.

Ona MoJsiyanuBO KHBHYJIA.

Bouwsiu Bo ABOp.

HMdye npuBbIYHBIM IBHXKEHHEM OTTSHYJ JBe€Pb CTAPHKOBCKOHM
XHXKHHBI, TIPOCYHYB JadOHb TOMOPHUKOM, MOAGHJ KPIOYOK.

CTapHUK MpPOCHYJCH OT TOJOCOB, BKJKOUYEHHOH B KOpHAOpeE
JJAMTMOYKH: CBEeT OT Hee, ynaB B KOMHATy, TYCKJbIM MSTHOM
BbIXBATHJ H3 TEMHOTHl KPOBaTh U €ro cOHHble, 3aMepllIHe raa3a:

— Hy, uT0? — npunoaHsacs CTapHk, IJsiAsi Ha CTOSBLIErO
B ABepsix o6pyo6bILIa.

— Hopwmaabho... Komanaa, 3axoau! — orysiHyJicss TOT B
KOopuaopuik. — CBeT 51 BKJWOUY? — H yXXe HaAaBUJ Ha BbI-
KJII04aTe/lb.

[Ipoiias K cToay, naxHyJcs Ha Tabyper.

B nBepsix pob6ko crossa OkcaHa, NpUXKHMasi Jad0HbIO
HAaJOpBAHHBIA HA TPYdH JOCKYT NJIAThS.

CrapHk caM HeBOJIbHO NPHKPLII OAEeSIJIOM I'Pydb, C YABIOKOMH
3aJ/60BaJCcsd AeBYWKOH.

3a ee cnuHOi Bbipoc Haszap.

— Hy, nefictBuTeNbHO, KOMaHaa! — 0406pUTEJNBbHO MPOTy-
nen HUabsi, npobexaB XHTPOBATbIMH Ija3aMH MO HX JHUAM,

— 91 oneHyCb,— HU3BHHHUJICST OH.

OkcaHa 6bICTPO MOBEPHYJ1aChb, HATKHYBLIHCh Ha CTOSIIErO
3a cnuHoi Hasapa, myriuBO H3BHHHJIACh, CKpblJIach B KOpH-
aope.

Nabs TOponauBBIMH ABHXXEHHUSMH BJie3 B OPIOKH, MOYTH 10
BepXHejl MyroBHIIbl 3aCTerHyJ py6allKy.

— OkcaHa, Bxoau! — nossaJ Hue.

OHa cHOBa ¢ poOKOH yJBLIOKOH MOSBHJIAaChb B MaJIeHbKO
KOMHAaTe, KaK cJyuyaiHas nraxa B BOpOHbeM rHe3jne. Tak ke
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NpHXKHMaJja K TPYAH JaJolIKy, H, Kaxercd, eule 6ogblle cTec-
HS1J1aCh M3-3a MOPBAHHOIO MJATHA.

— Ilpoxoau, nmoueHbka. Byap kKak y cebsi aoMa.. — cTa-
PDHK 3aMHYyJICs, NMOHSB, YTO C «AOMOM>» IMOJYUYHJIOCH HEBMOMNAA,
HO TYT Ke pellMJ HcrmpaBUTbCsl. — Huuero, Muaas, Oyner u 'y
Te6s1 cBOii AoM... [IpaBay roBopio, Hue?

— byner! — kopoTko 6pocua TOT, caesaB BHI, UTO He TO-
HS1Jl K 4eMYy KJIOHHJ CTapHK.

OkcaHa crosina onycTuB rJsasa. [locTykKHBaJl HOrTAMH O
CTOJIy CHAEBUIHH HAanmpoTHB 06py6biia Haszap. C kakoii-to Gec-
MOMOLUHOH YJILIOKOH BO3BBILIAJCS Hajd HUMH CTapHK.

HeJoBKoe MosuaHue.

— Wb, nai uroaky c Hutkoit OkcaHe...

Crapuk TJsIHYyJl Ha ee JaJOUIKy, YTO-TO TNMPUKHHVRB cebe
Ha yMe, CYeTJHBO GPOCHJCS B MOUCKAX UroJIOK-HUTOK. [IpoBes
OkcaHy BO BTOPYIO KOMHATYy:

— 3nech TeGe GyleT yao6HEi.
BepHyBuIHCh K MpHUSITENSIM, BOINPOCHTEJIbHO pa3Bes py-
KaMHu:

— Hy, uto, uaii? Mlau MoKeT 4TO...? — NMPOH3HEC THXO, C
BHIOM 3arOBOpPIIHKA.

— 3aecbh el OCTaBaThCAd HeNb3sl. ¥ HHX TBOH ajapec OKa-
3aJicsl,— OTBETHJ OOpYyOBILI, MPHMaB MJe4yoM K CTeHe.

— 3HauHuT, K Tebe? — 6erJio rasiHyJ CTanuk.

— A kyna x? — cioBHO onpaBpaaJcsi Hue.

CrapHK B pa3ayMbe nockpeb B LIETHHE:

— JlaaHo... Ha nepBoe BpeMsi Bo3bMelllb BCe caMOe Heo6-
xoauMoe. A moTOM, Kak roOBOpPUTCS, OyxeT NeHb — OyAeT H
numa. — M oH npuHsAcs 3a WKapbl-IUWHKH, cO6paB HYXHVIO
NOCyly, YJIOXHUJ ee B KAPTOHHYIO KOPOGKY.

— OkcaHa, Tl roToBa? — 6pocua Hue.
— Ara,— MTHOBEHHO BBINOPXHYyJa H3 BTOPO